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BOOK IV 

I 
To his friend Probits 

A.D. 461-7 

You married my cousin ', whence the first and princi- i 
pal tie between us ; the cousinly relationship often leads 
to a stronger, purer, and more unmixed aifection than 
that between two brothers. For when brothers' quarrels 
over proper^ are once appeased, thrir children have no 
longer cause for disagreement, and so it often happens 
that cousins are the more deeply attached ; the enmities 
ariung from the partition of estates are over, the tie of 
blood relationship remains. The second link between 
us is intellectual, and formed by a similarity of studies; 
our literary taste is identical ; we praise and blame the 
same things ; a style ^proved or disapproved by one 
produces the same impression on the other. But I am 3 
presumptuous in venturing a comparison between my 
judgement and yours. It is common knowledge among 
young and old that you were my real master, though 
we were nominally both pupils of another. You were 
everybody's teacher in every branch of literature. All of 
us learned firom you, except those who had not the brains, 
or could not do themselves proper justice: our epic 
poets derived from you their lofty vein, our comic poets 
their humour, our lyric poets their musical art; from 
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you the orator drew his rtietoric, the historian his 
respert for truth, the satirist his pictorial gift, the 
grammarian his fidelity to rule, the panegyrist his 
plausilulity, the sophist his gravity of style, the writer 
of epigram his petulance and point, the commentator 
his lucid method, the lawyer his obscurity. Heavens ! 
how proud our respective fathers used to be when they 
saw that Christ had given you grace to teach and me to 
learn, that you not only <Ud what lay within your power 
but also enjoyed the doing of it, and so deserved a name 

3 for goodness no less than a/learaed reptttatum. And 
indeed in your case Eusebids' house' proved a veritable 
mint of the sciences and ans ; you were there struck on 
a j^osc^hical die, and to the delight of your own 
instructor were able to impart to the rest of us every 
f^ase of knowledge and of elo()uent expression. Jost 
as Flato the pu|Hl was more expert than Socrates, 
so did you excel our good Eosebius. While he was 
maturing our tender, unformed and plastic youth with 
ruthless floggings, or trying to ground it on whde- 
soroe principles, there you were, a dialectician bom, 
moving vrith Attic ease through alt the categories of 
Aristotle. 

4 Yet how admirable his principles were after all, how 
precious in possesion ! If only some migratory philo- 
sopher could export them to the Sigamlm on thnr 
marshes, or the Alans of the Caucasus, or the mare- 
milking Gebni, the homy hearts of all these stark 
and brutal folks, yes and all their frozen fibres, were 
surely thawed and softened, while we should cease to 
sneer and scoff, and tremble by turns at their stolidity 
and their fmicious natures, which now brood in bestial 
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dulloess, now burst ioto swift flame. Since, then, our 5 
family connexion and our studies thus unite us, preserre 
the laws of friendship unshaken, wherever your abode 
may be ; though my home is far fixtro yours, let our 
hearts draw nearer by virtue of this afiection, which 
I for my part will keep inviolate as long as Invath 
remains in my body. Farewell. 

II 

Clattdianus [_Mamertuj^'\ to the Lord 

Bishop Sidomus 

A.D. 473 

If I could only meet you now and again, my dear i 
lord, were it only for a short time, I should not have 
to look about on all sides for any kind of messenger 
whose goodwill fx necessiues might help me pay the 
debt of correspCHtdence owed you. Numerous causes, 
all sad ones, prevent me from seeing you again ; even 
an opportunity of writing comes rarely or not at all. 
Whether all this excuses me or not, you yourself roust 
judge. 

But in often favouring with your tetters persons who 2 
dther do not expect them, or deserve to get them less 
than I, you on your side are guilty of an of&oce against 
the laws of friendship which may not be committed with 
impunity. Though I have said little, I confess that it 
has wounded me never to have received from you any 
acknowledgement of the book ^ which you have deigned 
to allow me to publish under die auspices of your 
illustrious name. But perhaps you cannot spare even 
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a few short monmits for a friendship of such long 
standing as ours \ 

3 I wonder if you will ever involve yourself in any 
interest which does not turn to other folk^ advantage. 
When you propitiate God by prayer, you entreat Him 
not only for your friends but for men yon have never 
seen ; when you search out the mysteries of Holy 
Writ, the more deeply your own mind is imbued with 
doctrine, the fuller the stream which you impart to 
others. When you lavish your goods upon the poor, 
there b a sense in which you may be sud to serve 
yourself, but your aim is the service of others. Not a 
single action of yours is so barren as to yield abundant 
fruit to your sole sdf and not to a host of other people 

4 as well. No posuble pretext, then, can be alleged by 
any stretch of fancy on which an intimate friend Uke 
myself should be deprived of his own especial fruit, 
while strangers in scores are' allowed to eat of it in 
plenty. I suppose you follow the precedent of the ^ver 
in the Gospel, and accord to the unworthy but im- 
portunate what you deny to a hungering friend. But 
if you allow yourself to grow hardened in this habit, 
I shall take measures to assure your repentance. 
Pot if your tadtumity exceeds all reason, my com- 
munications shall do the same. It is quite evident that 
you will have to be punished by my letters, as I myself 
am. punished by your silence. Farewell. 
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Tfl Clattdiamis [Mamertus] 
A.D. 473 
You declare, most honoured master, that I have i 
olfeiided aguDst the laws of friendship : yon allege that 
though it IS my turn to give yon epistolary greetiDg, 
I have let my tablets and stylus lie, and no traveller's 
hand has been burdened with papyrus of mine inscribed 
with my assiduous wishes for your welfare. The sugges- 
tion is unfair; you cannot really suppose that any man 
on earth, with the least devotion to Latin letters, would 
lightly submit his compositions to the oideal of being 
read to you ; you, with whose accomplishments, but for 
the overwhelming privilege of antiquity, I should never 
rank either Fronto's gravity, or the fulminating force 
of Apuleins 5 for compared with you the Varros, both 
he of the Atax and he of Reate, and the Plinies, uncle 
and nephew, will always seem provincial. In suppCHt of 3 
this opinion I ha»e only to mention your new volume on 
the nature of the Soul, with all its wealth of evidence 
and mastery of diction. The dedication to me I regarded 
as an inestimable gift : the fame which my own books 
would never keep alive, would now be immortalized by 
yours. Great God ! what a wonderful book it is, and of 
what authority ! abstruse in subject, in exposition clear 
as day ; in statement serried, expansive in discussion, 
and though barbed with many a point of syllogism, yet 
soft with vernal flowers of eloquence ! You have found 3 
ancient words which by their very age regain the charm of 
novelty i compared with these eren k clas»c vocabulary 
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seems obsolete. And what is more, the style, so saccmct 
in its short clausesi has yet an even flow ; loaded with 
facts, concise in comment, these pages do not merely 
propound — they inform. It was once, and rightly, 
held the highest part of eloijuence to condense much 
matter into a small space and aim at exhausting the 

4 subject before the paper. And what a charming feature 
it is in your books, when you allow some relaxation 
in the sustained dis[Jay of mastery and interpose most 
welcome graces amid the severities of argument; by 
this means the reader's attention, strained by following 
that exhaustive analysis of doctrine and philosophy, is 
suddenly relieved by the most delightful of digressions, 
comforting as harbours after open seas. O work of end- 
less excellences ! O worthy expression of a genius subtle 
without tenuity, which neither freshets of hyperbole 

5 swell, nor mean cenns minish and abase ! And then the 
unrivalled, the unique learning coas]HCUOUS in so many 
fields, and used to hold its own with the great masters in 
the discussion of every art It does not hesitate, if need 
be, to wield the plectrum with Orpheus himself, or the 
staff with Aesculapius, or the rule with Archimedes, the 
horoscope with Euphrates, the compasses with Perdix, 
the plummet with Vitruvius ; it never ceases to explore 
the ages with Thales, or the stars with Atlas ; to study 
w^ght with Zetus, number with Chrysippus, or measure 

6 with Euclid.* I can only say that no man of our dmes 
produces his knowledge with more effect, in the stress 
of conflict with the wlversary can point mth more 
justice to his own share in maintaining the spirit and 
the letters of Greece and Rome. Here is a writer 
who has the percepuon of Pythagoras, the clear logic 
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of Socntes; he can uafbld a theme with Plato ot 
iorolve it with Aristotle; the chann of Aeschioes is 
his, and the indi^iatioaofDeinostheDes; heisasfie^ 
imd vivid as Hoitcnuus ; he storms like a Cethegus ; 
he is impetuous as Curio, cautious as Fabius ; in finesse 
the equal of Crassus, in reserve of Caesar, in suasion of 
Cato, in dissuasion of Aj^us, in persuasion of Tully 
himself. Compare him now with the holy Fathers ; you 7 
find him instructive as Jerome, destnicdve as Lactantius, 
constructive as Augustine ; soaring in fiight like Hilary, 
in humility meek as John ; a Basil in rebuke, in con- 
solation a Gregory. He is fluent as Orosius, terse 
as Rufinus; he has Eusebius' gift of narrative and 
Eucherius' power to stir, Paulinus' rousing voice, the 
peiseverance of an Ambrose. And now for my opinion 8 
on your hymn.^ I find it at once admirable in brevity— v 
and richness of content, at <mce tender and exalted, in ) 
poetic charm and truth to history superior to any lyrics / 
or dithyrambs that I know. It is your pecniiar mwit ] 
that you observe each foot in the metre, each syllable I 
in the foot, and each empha^s in the syllable ; and in / 
a restricted measure none too rich in opportunity, you 
contrive to include great opulence of words ; the com- 
pressed, terse metre does not exclude long-drawn beauty 
of ornate diction. It seems mere play to you, with your 
^ny trochees and rinier pyrrhics, to surpass in effect 
not merely the Molossiao and anapaestic ternary, but 
even the quaternary, the epitrite and Paeonian rhythms. 

Your grand exordium overflows the customary strait 9 
limits, as a great gem is hardly confined in a poor 
setting ; as the mettle of a strong steed flashes out, 
and he chafes on the bit if he is held in over rough and 
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broken ground i so it is with yon ; you are conscious 
of a speed to which a proper field is denied. What 
more shall I say ? I will asMtt that nrither Athens 
was ever so Attic, nor the Muses so musical as 
Claudian, if indeed a long period of inaction has not 
robbed me eren of my critical capacity. For in deference 
to the profession which has been thrust upon me,' I 
am endeavouring step by step to acquire a new style 
of wtidng, while I unlearn my old one by leaps and 
bounds ; little remains now of a good speaker, except 
that I am more than ever the indiiTerent poet.* I must 
therefore beg your iadulgence if, remembering who 
and what I am, I seldom blend my thin aod parching 
rivulet with your mighty river. The whole world shall 
honour the music of your silver trumpet, music thrice 
blessed in lintUng neither rival nor equal, though it has 
sounded all these years over the earth, charming the 
ears «ai tips of peoples, while I, too, strove to spread 
its fame. But all that your servant now dares in public 
speech is to raise his vcHce among town-councillors 
and teachers or even among market-quacks; these are 
the majority now, and (with all apologies to the best 
'among them), even in their ambitious efforts, but illite- 
rately lettered. But as for yon, who can ring the changes 
on verse and prose and write in metre or without it 
exactly when you please, your emulators will be few, 
and those only whom Apollo loves." FareweU. 
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To [his kinsmen] Simpltcius and 
ApoUinaiis 

e. A.D. 472 
At )ast I send the promised Fausdnus,' for whom i 
you have been waiung ; he is the father of a family, 
a noble by birth, and a man to be accounted one of the 
chief ornaments of our common country. In years he 
is a brother to me, in community of sentiment a friend. 
How often have he and I together blended grave and 
gay ! how often, in the far-otFdays of our youth, played 
ball aud dice together, and vied in leaping, running, 
hunting, or swimming, always honourable rivals because 
flmiest friends ! He was my elder, but only by a little ; 
the difference did not so much bind me to defer to 
him, as make it a delight to follow ; he too was more 
deeply charmed not to be given deference, but simply 
affection. Only with advancing years, and with his 
entry into the Church, has my old love for him in- 
sensibly passed mto venA^tion. This is the man 3 
trough whom I greet you, in the ardent desire that 
I may see you very soon, if God wUI, and the state of 
the country permit. Unless, then, my wish is irksome 
to you, infonn me, by return of this good messenger, 
in wlut places yon expect to be, and when. I am firmly 
determined to shake myself free from all obstacles and 
hindrances of personal ailairs, and allow myself the 
privilege of long and intimate hours in your society, if 
only some major force does not upset my plans, as I am 
half afraid it may. You too might find it worth while 3 
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to talk them over with Brother FauBtiniis in the light of 
probable erents. I made him my eovoy because I love 
him and know that he returns my feeliogs. If he jostifies 
my good opinion, I shall be very thankful. All men 
set him high in their esteem; and perhaps he is none 
the worse for not being a perfect paragon. Farewell. 

V 

To his friend [Maffius] Felix 

A.D. 474 

1 I SALVTK you a second time by the same messenger 
as before. Your Gozolas' (may I soon call him mine 
too !) acts once more as the carrier of my lettCT. Spare 
us both, therefore, the indignity of an open slight ; for if 
you persist in silence, every one will think that you look 
down on me and on the desUned bearer of yonr reply. 

2 As on the last occasion, I ask nothing as to the state 
of public attaiis, fearing it may be painful to you to 
announce unfavourable events at a time when fortune 
fails us. It would not be like you to send false news ; 
and as there is nothing pleasant to record, I wonld 
ratber leara of disaster from any one but my friends. 
Farewell. 

VI 

To [his kinsman] j^pollinaris 

A.ri. 472 

I I SENT you a verbal warning lately by the priest 

Faustinus, my old comrade and new biother in the 

ministry, and glad I am that you have listened to it. 

It is the root>principle of practical wisdom to avoid 



DyGoogle 



Letter VI 13 

uaoecnsary risks I if a roan takes them, and a rash course 
ends in trouble, it is fiitile to break ont into lamentations 
and abuse Fate for the consequences of one's own Ind 
management. You ask the trend of these remarks. 2 
I confess I was much afraid that, at a time when all 
men felt anxiety, yon might feel none; and that the 
house which stood solid as a rock through all these years 
might be shaken at last through a misplaced devotion. 
I feared that the solemnity to which the ladies of your 
family so looked fcvward might be spoiled i<a their 
gentle souls by these alarms, though I well know that 
true religion is so deeply implanted tn th«r breasts that 
they would have rejoiced to suffer a sort of martyrdom 
in honour of the Martyr^ had anything untoward befallen 
upon the way. But 1 have less innocence, and there- 
fore more distrust of events ; amid such uncertainties 
I prefer the safer side ; it takes little to make me j<»n 
those who discover danger in the very heart of safe^, 
I therefore approve your action in putting off so perilous 3 
an expedition, and refusing to expose the fortunes of 
a family like yours to such a hazard. The journey, once 
undertaken, might possibly have prospered; butlforone 
will never vote for the reckless kind of measure which 
only luck can justify. Providence, I doubt not, will 
grant a happy issue to our prayers, and under new 
blessings of peace we shall look back upon these tenors 
as mere memories j but those who wish to enjoy security 
in future must learn caution from the present hour. Mean- 4 
while, I draw your attention to the bearer's complaint of 
some wrong done him by one of your people, by name 
Genesius. If you find that facts bear ont the grievance, 
I beg of yon to do the plaintiff justice and grant him 
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a (]uicl[ return to his distant home. But if he has fanned 
upaflanieot'ca]umayotttofcul|NMespite, the defendant 
can enjoy the foretaste of bis discomfiture, when he 
thinks of his wanton accuser, wajrwoni and impOTeriihed, 
bearing all for nothing the hard consequences of a rash 
accusation, and that at the very height of winter, when 
the ice is thick and the snow lies piled in drifts. The 
litigious are apt to find this a season when hearings are 
generally short, but there is plenty of time for sutleriog 
damage. Faicwell. 

VII 

To his kinsman Simplicius 

(Date not indicated) 

1 ' You qiur the willing,' ' is the usual comment of the 
man who meant to do unasked the thing you ask of 
him. You ask how the quotation applies ? The bearer 
of these lines insists on a letter of introduction from me, 
whereas, the moment I knew where be was going I 
should myself have begged the privilege of giving it 
before he opened his mouth, obliging him not so much 
from consideration for him as from my wann feeling 
towards yourself. For the rest, my messenger calculates 
that by doing me a service he will have deserved a good 
turn; he has obtained what be wanted, but without 
ever dreaming how close the bond is which unites you 

2 and me. Miles away though I remain, I shall be able 
to |Hcture his stupefaction on his arrival, when the mere 
fact that he comes from me secures him respectfiil 
welcome, and he finds no effectual use for a letter which 
it was really superfluous to solicit. I can see it all as if 
I were there i the novelty of everything to one whose 
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wits are Dot of the shaipest ; his confuMon as a stranger l 
inrited to make himself at home, or as a nerrous guest 
drawn ioto conveTsation, <»' as a countrified fellow 
called OD to take his part in polite gaiety, m as a poor 
man set down at a somptuoos board. It will be strange 
indeed to a man from these parts, where ill-cooked 
viands and too much onion aflbrd the only fare, to find 
himself as noUy regaled as if he had eaten his fill all 
his days at Apidan banquets, served by the rhythmic 
cairers of Byzantium.' Anyhow, whatever his merit or 3 
importance, he could not have better helped me to pay 
my debt of friendship. Men of his type are often almost 
beneath our notice ; at the same time frimds who, like 
ourselves, are thrown back on letters for their intercourse 
would lose many a chance of wnting were they too par- 
ticular about the person of their messengers. PaiewelK 

VIII 

To his friend Evodius* 

A. 0.467(0 

I WAS just setting out for a remote country district 
when your messenger handed me your letter, and told 
his acquaintances in confidence that you were on the 
point of visiting Toulouse in obedience to a summons 
from the Kng. This gave me an excuse to shake off 
the embarrassing crowd which delayed my early start, 
and allowed me to give you such reply as a traveller 
booted and spurred could attempt My servants had 2 
gone ahead at dawn to pitch my tent eightera miles 
away at a spot with many conveniences for camjnng, 
* The (int part tnuisUled b; Hodgkin, ii. 330-1. 
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a cold spring bsaing from a wooded hill with a 
meadow of rich grass at the foot ; a river in the fore- 
ground stocked with waterfowl and fish ; and in 
addition to these advantages, almost on the bank, the 
new home of an old liiend whose boundless hosintaKty 

3 is the same, whether you try to refuse it ot noL After 
stoj^ng behind to do what you required, that I might 
send the messenger back at once from the end of 
the town, I found it was already more than four hours 
after dawn ; the sun was well up, and his gathering heat 
had absorbed the heavy dews of night. The torrid air 
and our parched throats got worse and worse, and 
so cloudless was the sky that the only protection from 
the blazing heat was the dnst we made ourselves. 
The long way was a weariness, stretching in full view 
for miles in front of us across the grassy plain ; before 
it had ^me to tire us, it already terrified by its prospect ; 

4 it meant that our lunch would be late. All this intro- 
duction is to convince you, honoured lord and brother, 
that when I <^yed your behests I had small time to spare 
and little leisure of mind or body. I return now to the 
substance of your letter. After the usual salutations, 
you asked a poem of twelve verses suitable for 
engraving on a large two-handled cup, the sides of 
which from foot to rim were fluted with six channels. 

5 The verses you dedgn, I suppose, for the hollows of 
the fludngs, or, better still, if that seems more suitable, 
for the ridges between, and, as I gather, you intend 
to assure yourself an invincible protection for all your 
plans, actual or prospective, by offering the cup, enriched 
urith this embellishment, to Ragnahild, the queen.* 
I did your bidding then, not as I could have wished, 
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but as best ciicumstances allowed. You int»t blaroe 
yourself for ginng the silversmith time but the poet 
none; though you know perfectly well that in the 
literary smithy the verses forged upon the metric anvil 
want polishing no less severely than any metal. But 
all this is beside the mark; here is your poem: 
* ' The shell which bears Cythera behind the fish-tailed 
Triton, compared with this must yield its pride of place. 
Bend thy queenly bead, exalted patroness, to our 
prayer ; accept this humble gift ; graciously look down 
npoo Evodius who seeks thy lavour ; make him great, 
and thine own glory shall grow greater. Thy she and 
thy lord's sire were kings ; royal too is thy lord, may 
thy son also reign a king, both by his father's ude and 
after him. Happy water enclosed in this gleaming 
metal, reflecting a royal face yet brighter I For when 
the queen shall deign to touch it with her lips, the 
silver shall draw new splendour from her countenance.' 
If you love me well enough to make use of such idle 
stuff, conceal my authorship and properly rely for success 
on your own part of the offering. For in such a mart 
or such a school ' as this barbaric court, your silver page 
will get all the norice, and not my poor inscriptioo. 
Farewell. 

IX 

To his friend Industrius t 

<:.A.D. 473 

I RKCENTLV vi^ted the illustrious Vectius, and was i 
able to study his way of life at close quarters as 

• Trmikted Inlo Gennan veree by Fenig, Part i, p. 33 ; 
and into prose bf Chaix, i. 353. 

■f TiBD^led by Hodgkio, ii. 340-1. 
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leisurely as if I had nothiog else to do. I found it 
well wortb knowing, and therefore not unworthy of 
description. In the first place, and this may rightly be 
regarded as the highest praise of all, the whole house- 
hold emulates the master's flawless purity of life. His 
servants are efficient, those in the country obliging, those 
at his town house friendly, obedient and contented with 
their lord. His table is open to the stranger no less 
than to his own clients ; there reigns a large hospitality, 
3 and an even larger moderation. It is of less moment that 
the man of whom we speak is without a rival in training 
a horse, jud^ng a dog, or in beating hawk afield ; that 
his dress is always exquisite and bis girdle to match, 
that all his accoutrements are splendid. The majesty of 
his gait accords with his gravity of mind, and as the 
first secures him conuderation abroad, so the last main- 
tains his digni^ at home. His is an indulgence which 
does not spoil, a punishment without brutality, a tempered 

3 severity, stem but oev^r dreadful. With all this he is 
a regular reader of the Scriptures ; even at meal times 
he enjoys this nutriment of the soul. He -studies the 
Psalms, and yet more frequently chants them, setting 
a new precedent by living after this &shioQ in martial 
dress, the complete monk in all but the monastic habit.' 
Iliough he abstains from eating game, he indulges 
in the chase ; to have the sport without the spoil accords 

4 with the secret delicacy of his religious feeling. The 
comfort of his widower's life is his little daughter, sole 
pledge of his lost wife's love ; he brings her up with 
the teodemess of a grand^her, a mother's sedulous 
care, a father's kindness. In addressing his servants 
he does not give way to violence, and he is not above 
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taking th«r advice upon occasion ; in inresdgatiDg an 
offence he is Derer inquisitorial, he rules those under 
liim by reason and not mere authority : you might take 
him for the steward in his own house. All this virtue 5 
and moderation seemed to me to deserve recording for 
the benefit of others ; the outlines of it at least should 
be commoD knowledge. It would be well for our age * 
if every member of our sacred profession were stirred 
to emulation by the story irrespective of a garb which 
in these days often deceives the world. Pot be it said 
without olfence to my own order, if only the good men 
among us manifest thnr individual qualities, I shall 
prefer the layman of priestly instincts to the piest. 
Farewell. 



"To his friend {Memtuiy Felix 

A.D. 477 
It is many years »nce I have written to you, my good t 
lord, and this greeting breaks a long silence ; I had not 
the heart to keep up the old frequent correspondence while 
I was living in banishment from my country, and my spirit 
was broken by the hard lot of an exile. You ought to 
have compasdoo on one who admits his delinquency as 
I do J for whosoever is brought low should go humbly 
and not attempt to preserve the same familiar footing as 
before with those towards whom affection may be less in 
place than reverence. That is why I have said nothing so 
long, and why, after the arrival of my son Heliodorus,! 
I could at least acquiesce in your silence, though I 
could hardly be expected to regard it with saUsfaction. 
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2 You used to say, in jest, that you stood in positive 
awe of my eloquence. Even were it seriously meant, 
the ground for that excuse is gone ; for as soon as 
I had finished my volume of Letters, which, though 
I say it, was a careful jnece of work, I rereited to 
the every-day style in everything else. And indeed 
my fine style itself is much on the same level ; for 
what is the use of ^ving finish to phrases which will 
never see the light? If, however, you are faithM 
to an old friendship and allow onr correspondence 
once more to follow its former course, I too will retun 
to the old track and be as communicative as ever. 
Nay more, if Christ will guide my steps and my 
patron ^ on his return will only sanction my departure, 
how eagerly will I fly to meet you wherever you may 
be, and revive by my presence a friendship which my 
negligent pen has left to languish. Farewell. 

XI 

To hir friend Petreiui* 
c. A.D. 473 
1 I uouRN the loss of your great uncle Claudianits, 
snatched from us only the other day ; it is the loss of 
oiir age; perhaps we shall never see his like agwn. 
He was a man of wisdom, prudence and learning ; 
eloquent, and of an active and in^nious mind above all 
his compatriots and contemporaries. He was a philo- 
sopher all his days without prejudice to his faith. It 

* Most of this tetter is translated by Goizot, Histoire de la 
civitUcUioa en France, ed. 1S46, i. 167-S. See also Fertig, 
Part iii, p. 10. 
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was only by hie faith, and by his adoption of ordinary 
dress, that he dissociated himself from his friends of 
the Platonic school ; for he never lee bis hair aod beard 
glow long and would make fun of the philosopher's 
mantle and staff", someumes with moch bitterness. 
How delightfid it used to be when a party of us would 2 
visit him just f^ the pleasure of hearing his ojHnioa ! 
With what freedom from dilfidence or pretence would 
he at once open his whole mind for our common benefit, 
delighted if some insoluble and thorny ptunt arose to 
prore the vast resources of his knowledge ! If there 
were many of us, he expected us all, of course, to listen, 
but nominated a uogle spokesman, probably the one 
whom we ourselves should have chosen ; then in his 
methodical way, now addressing one, now another, and 
giving each his turn, he wonld bring forth all the treasures 
of his learning, not without the accompaniment of trained 
and appropriate gesture. When he had finished, we 3 
would put our adverse criticisms in syllogistic form ; but 
nothing was admitted which was not well considered 
and susc^jtible of proof, for rash objections he would 
at once demolish. Most of all we respected him ibr his 
tolerance of some men's persistent dullness of apprehen- 
sion. It amounted almost to an amiable weakness ; we 
could admire his patience, but it was beyond our imitation. 
Who could shrink from consulting on any recondite 
point a man who would gladly suffer in argument the 
stupid <]uestions of the ignorant and the simple '. 

So &r as to his intellectual interests. It is beyond 4 
my power ade<}uately to extol him in other relations of 
life. Mindful in dl things of our weak mortal nature, 
he was always ready with consolauon, helping the 
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clergy by his deeds, dK people by his words, moumen 
widi exhoitabon, the destitute with words of comfort. 
He gave the prisoaer money; he fed the hungry, be 
clothed the naked. To enlarge upon these things were 
indeed vanity of repetition. He was poor in this 
world's goods, but the good deeds with which he 
richly endowed his soul he concealed from notice 

5 in the hope of a better reward hereafter. . . . For his 
elder brother the Inshop ' be had the most af&ctiooate 
regard ; he rererenced him as a father, he loved him 
as a son. And the brother in his turn looked up to 
him with boundless admiration, knowing that he had in 
him a counsellor in every disputed question, a repre- 
sentative in his churches, an agent in bunness matters, 
a steward on his farms, a registrar of all ecclesiastical 
dues, an associate in his reading, an interpreter in diffi* 
culties of exposition, a travelling companion npon his 
visitations. They were the very exemplars of brotherly 
afiecbon, with an absolute confidence in each other. 

6 But why do I add Aiel to the flame of s sorrow which 
it was my purpose to assuage \ I meant to have begun 
by saying that I have written an elegy to this ungrateful 
shade — the phrase is Virgil's, as you know, and aj^ed 
to the dead, who can render no man thanks. They are 
sad lines full of sorrow j the writing of them was no 
light task to one who has lost the habit of compoNng ; 
but grief heavy with rising tears moved me from my 
natural indolence. This is the elegy j 

' Beneath this sod lies ClaudJanus, at once the glory 
and grief of his brother Mamertus, the wonder and 
supreme pride of the bishops. In three fields of 
learning he was a master and a shining light, the 
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Roman, the Greek, and the Christian; all of them 
36 3 monk in his prime he made his owd by secret 
discipUne ; he W3a orator, logician, poet, commentaUH', 
geometer, musitnan ; skilled also to loose the bonds of 
disputatioii, and* with the sword of the word dissect the 
sects' that harass the Catholic faith. Well was he skilled 
to chant psalms and lead a choir ; for bis gratefiil brother 
he taught the truned groups of singers to chant before 
the altar. His was the choice that at the yearly conclave 
appointed the passages to be read in season. A priest 
of the second order,* he eased his brothef's shoulder of 
the bishop's burden; for while the other bore the 
insignia of pontifical rank, it was he who undertook 
the labour. But thou whoe'er tbou art that grievest, O 
kindly reader, over the thought that of snch a man nothing 
now survives, wet not this marble with thy tears : the 
mind and its renown come not down into this grave.' 

Such sre the lines that I composed over the remains 7 
of this brother of my soul, as soon as I reached the 
spot. For when they buried him I W3S away, though 
absence did not wholly rd> me of the longed oppcnr- 
tunity for tears. For while I was pondering what to 
write, my heart swelled to overflowing ; I gave it rein, 
and over my epitaph I wept as others had wept above 
the tomb. I write this to you for fear you should 
imagine that my devotion is only to living friends, and 
censure me as one who thinks less tenderly of those 
who are gone than of those who are yet alive. And 
indeed, in days when hardly a trace of loyalty remains 
unong survivors, you might well be pardoned for 
counting as a small company those who are faithful to 
the departed. FareweU. 
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To [his kinsmen] Simplidus and 

jlpollinaris * 

f. A.D. 472 

1 The excitable mind of man is like nothing so much 
33 a wrecking sea ; it is lashed to confusion by contrary 
tidings as if it bred its own rough weather. A few 
days ago, I and the son whom we both regard as ours 
were together enjoying the admirable Hecjra of Terence, 
Seated at his side as he studied, I forgot the cleric in the 
father ; to increase bis ardour and incite my docile scholar 
to a more perfect appreciation of the comic rhythms, I had 
in my own hands a play with a similar plot, the E^trt' 

2 pontes ^ of Menander. We were reading, and jesting, 
and applauding the fine passages — the play charmed him, 
and he me, we were both equally absorbed, — when all of 
a sudden a household slave appears, pulling a long face. 
' I have just seen outside ', he said, ' the reader Constans, 
back from his errand to the lords Simplicius and Apol- 
linaris. He says that he delivered your letters, hut 

3 has lost the answers given him to bdng back.' No 
sooner did I hear this, than a storm-cloud of annoyance 
rose upon the clear sky of my enjoyment; the mis- 
chauce made me so angry that for several days I was 
inexorable and forbade the blockhead my presence; 
I meant to make him sorry for himself unless be 
restored me the letters all and sundrj', to say QOthbg 
of yours, which as long as I am a reasonable being 

* Tranilated by Hod^da, U. 340-a. 
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I shall always want most because they come least often. 
However, after a time my anger gradiully abated ; 4 
I sent for him aod asked whether, besides the letters, 
he had been eotnisted with a reibal message. He 
was all a-tremble and ready to grovel at my feet ; 
he stunmered in conscious guilt, and could not look 
me in the face, but he managed to answer: ' Nothing.' 
The message from which I was to have received so 
much instruction and delight, had been all consigned to 
the pages which had been lost. So there is nothing 
else for it; you must resort to your tablets once more, 
unfold your parchment, and write it all out anew. 
I shall bear with such philosophy as I may this 
unfortunate obstacle to ray desires until the hour when 
these lines reach you, and you learn that yours have 
never yet reached me. Farewell. 

xm 
To his friend Vectius 

C. A.D. 472 

Not long ago I went to see the church of Chantelle * i 
at the re<]uest of the excellent Germanicus, who is 
cleariy the personage of the place. Though he now 
has sixty years behind him, he cultivates such bravery of 
fashion that not content with growing younger, he gets 
more boyish every day. His clothes lit close, his boots 
are tight, his hair is cut wheel-fashion ; the tweezers 
have searched the depths of all his wrinkles to get 
every »ngle hair out of his face. Heaven has pven a 
him strong and well-knit limbs, an unimpaired sight, an 
easy and raind gait ; his teeth are complete and bis mouth 
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whcJesome. He has a perfect digestion, an even 
circulation, a souod heart and lungs, his loias are free 
from stiffness, his liver from cougestion. His hand 
is linn, his back straght, endowed with the health 
of youth, all he asks (or age is its proper privilege of 

3 respect. God has indeed shown him peculiar mercies. 
But on that very account I beg, nay, I enjmo you, 
as a neighbour and intbnate friend, to ^ve him a piece 
of that advice which a character like yours invests with 
such authority : tell him not to pot his trust too much 

in soch unstable things, or fancy himself immune from / 
all decay ; lell him it is high time for him to embrace ^ 
religion, to gather strength from innocence reborn, and 
by good deeds to become a new man in his old age. 

4 Tell him that few of us are free from secret faults, and 
it were well for hira to pour forth full and open satisfac- 
tion for all the hidden offences which memory can recall. 
A man who is a priest's son and has a son of his own 
a bishop, must sanctify his own life, or he will be even 
as a rosebush. Of roses bora, and bearing the same, 
he conies between the old bloom md the new ; and the 
briery thorns about him may be likened to his wounding 
sins. Farewell, 

XIV 

To his friend Polemius 
A.D. 477 



1 Cornelius TAaiWS your ancestor, consular in the 
reigns of the Ulpians,^ in his history introduces a 
German Commander* as saying, 'My acquaintance 
with Vespauan goes back to old days, and while be 
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was a private person we were called friends.' You ask 
the object of this preface. To remind you that your 
poudon as a public man ought not to involve neglect 
of private friendships. Almost two years ago, our 
old regard for you rather than our satisfaction at your 
new dignity, led us to rejoice over your elevation to 
the post of praetorian prefect in Gaul. But for the 
misfortunes of the Empire, nothing would satisfy us 
but the enrichment of everybody and every province 
by the various benefits of your administration. And 3 
now that proper feeling prevents us from asking what 
it is beyond your power to grant, I should like to know 
what generosity you would have shown us in deed, 
when in word you have proved so obstinately avaricious. 
For if I compare you with your ancestors, I must con- 
sider you more than the equal of Tacitus in eloquence, 
and in poetry above Ausonius. If this new preJFecture 
has turned a philosopher's head, remember the line ; 
We too have lervedfir name aadfamt'^ 

But if you scorn the lowliness of our profession 3 
because we priests voluntarily lay bare before Christ, the 
Healer of human lives and fortunes, the ugly sores of 
the sick heart, which in us are at least unswollen by 
pride, however much they may have hitherto offended 
for want of proper tending, I would have you know this, 
that it is one thing For a man to stand before the magistrate 
in the fornm, another thing for him to stand before the 
Judge of all the world. The oflender who avows his 
crime to you is condemned ; but among us the same 
confession made to God is absolved." It is therefore 
abundantly clear that you judges of this world are wrong 

(\ 
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in fasuniDg guih on him who is amenable to another 
4 jurisdictioD than yours. You cannot therefore any longer 
tgitorethfl force of my complaint; whether your prosperity 
makes you forget old friendship, or only neglect it, the 
result in either case is almost e<]ually Utter to me. If, 
then, you have any serious thoughts of the future, write 
to me as to a priest ; if of the present, as to a colleague, 
Tt^ere is a virtue which never disdains an AA friend for 
a new one ; if it was bom in you, develop it ; if not, at 
once implant it in your heart. Otherwise you will a]^>ear 
to treat your friends as one does dowers, which are only 
cherished as long as they are fresh. Farewell. 

XV 

T(j his friend Elaphius 

AFTER A.D. 472 

I Makx ready a great feast, and couches to receive 
a great company. By numerous roads parties yet more 
numerous converge upon you, for since the date of your 
coming dedication is now universally known, all our 
good friends are bent npon invasion. Your letter tells 
ns that the baptistery so long in the builder's hands 
is now ready for consecration. We must all keep 
festival in honour of the faith that we own, and some 
of us for other causes too ; you to celebrate the accom- 
plishment of your vow ; I to do my part as tnshop ; 
and many others to show thdr recognition of your 
enterprise. For indeed you set a great precedent, 
erecting a new fabric in an epoch when other men have 

a hardly courage to repair an old one.' For the fiiture 
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I [H^y that as yonr present vow is paid, yon may make 
new vows to the glory of God to be redeemed in coining 
prosperous years ; and that, too, not as the expres- 
sion of a concealed faith, but of manifest converaon. 
I further pray diat in happier times than these Christ 
may grant my own desire and the hope of the people of 
Rouergue, and that you who now olFn an altar for 
your own soul's weal, may then oiler the holy Sacrifice 
for theirs. Though the days draw in with the late 3 
autamn, and leaves from every tree mstle in the anxious 
traveller's ear ; though your castle of the mountain crags 
is hard to reach when winter is so near, yet with Christ 
to guide my steps I shall traTcrse your rugged moun- 
tain flanks % I shall not shrink from rocks beneath 
OT overhan^g snows ; no, not even if the way winds 
in sprals up the long slopes and returns continually 
upon itself. For should there be do festivities after 
all, yet you are one of those for whom, to use the 
words of Tully,' a man would even tramp to Thesioae. 
Farewell. 

XVI 

To his friend 7{uricius 

(No indicauoa of date) 
Paterninus has given me your letter ; I can hardly i 
say whether it pleases most by wit or charm. It 
presents such eloquence, such fragrant flowers of 
diction, that your progress is clearly dne to something 
more than an acknowledged study : you must be work- 
ing in secret as well. The abstraction of a book of 
mine to copy, for which you so apologize, I regard 
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as an -act redouoding to your credit, and requiring no 
excuse. What can you do really wrong, when even 
3 your faults are laudable i I am not the least vexed at 
being played this little tiick in roy absence ; it b no 
loss at all, but really a signal privilege. The volume 
you appropriated to your use has not therefore ceased 
to be my property ; your knowledge has not been 
increased at the cost of other people's. On the con- 
trary, you shall have full credit for your action, and 
rightly; for your nature has the quality of flame, which 
communicates itself eotirely and yet remains entire ; 
it is proper that you should act like your own 
element. Be no more uneasy, then; that were to 
betray a little too much uncertainty of your friend, 
who would only deserve the wound of blame were 
he vulnerable by the dart of envy. Farewell. 



To bis Jriend jirhogast 

e. A.D. 477 

r Your friend Emioentius, honoured lord, has de- 
livered a letter dictated by yourself, admirable in style, 
and bearipg in every line the evidence of three shining 
virtues. - The first is the f riend Jjness which leads you 
to esteem the lowly talents oTone so far away,^ and so 
anxious to avoid publicity. The second is the modesty 
which makes you over-sensitive to blame, but deservedly 
wins you praise. The third is the gentle humour which 
makes you in the wittiest way accuse yoursnTof writing 
wretched stuff, whereas you have drunk at the well-spring 
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of Romaa eloquesce, and do draughts frcna the Moselle 
can take the taste of Tib« from your mouth. You 
have your coaversation among barbarians, yet you 
permit no barbarism to pass your lips; in eloquence 
and valour you equal those ancient generals whose 
hands could wield the stylus no less skilfully than the 
sword. The Roman tongue is long banished from 3 
Belgium and the Rhine ; but if its splendour has any- 
where survived, it is surely with you ; our jurisdiction 
is fallen into decay along the frontier, but while you live 
and preserve your eloquence, the Latin language stands 
unshaken. As I return your greeting, my heart is 
glad within me that our vanishing culture has left such 
traces ^th you ; continue your assiduous studies, and 
you will feel more surely every day that the man of 
education is as much above the boor as the boor in his 
turn above the beast. Were I to obey your wish 3nd'3 
send you a coramentaiy on some part of the Scriptures, 
it would be sorry verbiage ; you would do far better to 
direct your request to the clergy of your own district. 
They are venerable in years, approved in faith, known 
hj works; they are ready in speech and tenacious in 
memory, my superiors in all sublimer gifts. Even if 
we leave out of the account the Enshop of your city, 
a character of supreme perfection, blessed in the pos- 
sesion and repute of all the virtues, you may far more ap- 
propriately consult on any kind of problem the celebrated 
fathers of the Church in Gaul ; Lupus and Auspidus 
are both within your reach, and however inqubitive 
you may be, you will not get to the bottom of a learning 
such as theirs. In any ax, you must pardon me for 
disobeying you in this matter, and that not only out of 
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kindliness, but Iram umple justice ; ibr if it is lair that 
you should escape from incompetence, it is equally right 
that I should avoid conceit. Farewell. 



To his friend Lucontius 

C. A.D. 470 

1 I rsAR you have a memory defective in the matter 
of others' requests but infallible in the matter of your 
own. It would be tedious to repeat all the [nomises 
of swift return which you and your family made to me 
and mine ; not the smallest of them have you kept. 
Far from it, your flight was cunningly planned to make 
us think you were coming back for Easter ; you took 
no heavy baggage out of town, ndther carriage noi 
cart for luggage appeared in your tr^n. 

2 It is too late to complain of the trick you made the 
ladies play us, caosing them to travel with only the 
lightest of ef&cts, while you and our btother Volusianus 
were hardly escorted by 'a ungle client or attendant. 
By this device you cheated the friends who came to 
see you off with the delusive hope that they were soon 
to see you back. Certainly our good brother Volusianus 
decnved us by the pretence of a short trip, when in 
fact he was probably bound, not merely for his own 
estate at Baiocassium, but the whole second province 

5 of Lyons into the bargain.^ As for yourself, though 
you have broken faith by idling all this time away down 
there, you yet have the face to ask me for any poetical 
trifles I may have recently composed. I obey; but 
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»ni|dy because you deserve the rubtHsh yoa will get ; the 
verses I am sending are so rustic and unfinished that no 
one would believe they came from town and not from 
the depths of the country. You must know that 4 
Bishq) Perpetnus,* a worthy successor of his great pre- 
decessor, has just rebuilt on a greater scale than before 
the basilica of the saintly pontiff and confessor Martin. 
It is said to be a great and memorable work, and all that 
we should expect when one such man does honour to 
another. For the walls of this church he has demanded 
of me the inscription yon are now to criticize, and sure as 
he is <^ his place in my affection, he takes no denial in 
matters of this kind. Would 1 could think this offering $ 
of mine would prove no blot upon the magniliceace of 
that pile and its wealth of gifts; but I fear it must be so, 
unless some happy chance should lend its very defects 
a charm where all is of such perfection, just as a dark 
spot on a fair body is mocked at first, and then compels 
approval. But why should I dilate upon all thb \ Put 
down your, shepherd's pipe, and give a supporting hand 
to this hobbling elegy of mine : 

*' Over the body of Martin, venerated in every land, 
the body in which renown survives the life departed, 
there rose a structure meet for poor men's worship, and 
unworthy of its famous Confessor. Always a sense 
of shame weighed heavy on the citizens when they 
thought of the saint's great glory, and the small attrac- 
tion of his shrine. But Perpetuus the bishop, sixth in 
line aftn him,' has now taken away the disgrace; he 
has removed the inner shrine from the modest chapel and 

* TraoaUted by Fertig, Fan ii, pp. 37-8 ; and by Chaiz, 
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reared this great building over it. By the favour of so 
powerful a patron the founder's fame has risen together 
with the church, which is such as to liral the temple 
of S<^omoa, the seveoth wond« of the woHd. That 
shone resplendnit with gems and gold and ^ver ; but 
thb fane shines with a light of faith beyond the bril- 
liance of all metals. Avaunt, Envy of the venomous 
tooth I be OUT forefathers absolved ; may our posterity, 
however fond of its own vcnce, presume to add or alter 
nothing. And till the second combg of Christ to 
raise all people from the dead, may the fane of Per- 
petuus perpetually endure.'' 
6 I send you, as you see, the most recent verses I can 
find. But if you persist in s[nnnbg v^ delays, the 
conces^oo will not stop me from shaking the stars 
with my complunts ; nor, if the case requires it, shall 
I shrink from a resort to satire, and you will be very 
much mistaken if you imagine that I shall be as suave 
as in the verses you have had to-day. For it is a law 
of human nature that man is more telling, more fiery, 
and quicker on the mark in his censure than in his 
praise. Farewell. 



XIX 

To his friend Florentinus 

(No indication of date) 

You blame me for my delay and my silence. I can 
purge myself of both charges, for I am not only on 
my way, but as you see, I write as well. Farewdl. 
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XX 

To his friend Detmncius * 

e. A.D. 470 
You uke such pleasuie in the sight of arms and i 
those who wear them, that I can imagine your delight 
if you could have seen the young prince Sigiamn ^ on 
his way to the palace of his fatheiMu-law in the guise of 
a bridegroom or suitor in all the pomp and bravery of the 
tribal fashion. Hb own steed with its caparisons, othn 
steeds laden with flashing gems, paced before and after ; 
but the conspicuous interest in the {vocession centred 
in the prince himself, as with a charming modesty 
he went afoot amid his bodyguard and footmen, in 
£ame-red mantle, with much glint of ruddy gold, and 
gleam of siiowy silken tunic, his fiur hair, led cheeks 
ai>d white skin according with the three hues of his 
equipment. But the chiefs and allies who bore him 2 
company were dread of asfecX, even thus on peace 
intent, Thdr feet were laced in boots of bristly hide 
reaching to the heels ; ankles and legs were exposed. 
They wore high tight tunics of varied cdour hardly 
descHiding to their bare knees, the beeves covering 
only the upper arm. Green mantles they had with 
crimson borders ; baldrics supported swoids bung from 
tbetr shoulders, and pressed on tides covered with cloaks 
of skin secured by brooches. No small part of their 3 
adornment ccmsisted of thrir arms ; in their hands tbey 
grasped barbed speais and mis&ile axes ; their left sides 
were guarded by sbidds, which flashed with tawny 
* TnniUted b; Hod^in, il. 364. 
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golden bosses and snowy silver borders, betraying 
at once their wealth and their good taste. Though 
the business in hand was wedlock, Mars was no whit 
less prominent in all this pomp than Venus. Why 
need I say more i Only your presence was wanting to 
the fitll enjoyment of so fine a spectacle. For when 
I saw that you had missed the things you love to see, 
I longed to have you with me in all the impatience of 
your longing soul. Farewell. 

XXI 

To his friend Aper 
c. A.D. 472 

I In every genealogy the father's line must take pre- 
cedence, jret we owe not a little to our mothers. For 
it hardly befits us to accord a lesser honour to her who 
bore, than to him who begot us. I leave the biologist 
the care of defining what we are or how we came into 
the worM, passing on to the subject introduced by 

3 these reflections. Your father is ad Aeduan,' your 
mother coraes from Anvergne. Aeduan, then, you are 
first and foremost, but yet not altogether. For remember 
the passage in Vir^ ^ to the effect that Pallas b Arcadian, 
but at the same time Samnite. He might have quati^d, -^ 
as a foreigner, to lead the Etruscans against MezedoH, 
save only for the fact that through his Samnite mother A 
he traced his descent in part to her conntry of Etruria. 
Here you have evidmce of great moment from the 
greatest of authorities (unless, indeed, you believe poets 
false to facts even when they deal with history), that 
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the mother's country must count do less than that of the 
father. Now if the Arrernians in their turn rightly claim 3 
at any rate a half-share in you, pray give a patient hear- 
ing to the complaint of men who yearn for your presence, 
and now unburden the bosom-secret of a whole popula- 
tion through the lips of a single spokesman. Ima^ne 
them as standing before you and addres»ng you face to 
&ce. ' What is our oflence, ungrateM fellow citizen, 
that all these years you shun the soil which nourished 
you as if it were an enemy's country ? Here we 
tended your cradle, here we heard your in&ot cries 
and formed your tender limbs ; it was our people who 
carried you in their arms. This was the country of 4 
your grandsre Fronto, whose indulgence to you was 
e<]ualled only by his own self-discipline, which our 
models of to-day might take as a model for themselves. 
This was the country of jiour grandmother Auspicia, 
who from a ^ngle heart after her daughter's death gave 
to the helpless orphan a devotioD ^vat enough for two. 
Your aunt 'was also of our land, and so was Frontina, 
the virgin holier than a nun, held by your mother in 
respect, by your father in veneration, and so ascetic 
and austere in her life, so perfect in God's faith and 
fear, that she inspired an awe in all men. It was here 
that our schools vied one with the other to perfect yon 
in grammar and in rhetoric, when the rime came for your 
initiation in the liberal arts, with such results that even 
by virtue of your educauon alone you cannot but think 
of Clermont mth alfecdon. I shall not recall to you 5 
the unique charm of our land;' the broad main of tillage, 
where the profitable waters flow harmless through the 
crops, bringbg rich increase; where the nv»e the 
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industrious nun traffics, the less he seed feir shipwreck ; 
the land which is eas; to the traveller, fertile to the 
cultivator, to the hnntei a perpetual joy ; where pastures 
CTown the hill-tops and vineyards clothe the slopes, 
where villas rise (mi the lowlands and castles on the 
rocks, forests here and clearings there, valleys with 
springs, headlands washed by rivers ; the land, in 
short, of which a Nngle glimpse snllices to make many a 
6 stranger forget his own country. Need I remind you of 
the town which was always so devoted to you that you 
ought to God 00 society more agreeable than that of its 
nobility ? You were recdved with open arms, and all 
were so delighted to have you with them that no one 
could ever see enough of yon. Need I speak of your 
own property i the more you visit it the better it will 
make good your outlay. For the very expenses of 
a proprietor cultivating his own land contribute to the 
increase of his income. I unburden myself thus in 
the name of all our citizens, and certainly of the best 
amoi^ them. Such is the affection which they show, 
so high the compliment implied in their desire, that 
you may ima^ne the greater joy which will be yours if 
you assent to their request. Farewell, 

XXII 

To his friend Leo 

A.D. 477 

I ThS magnificent Hesperius, pearl of friends and 

glory of letters, mformed me on bis return fi/im 

Toulouse not long ago that you wished me to begin 

writing history as soon as my volume of Letters is 
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completed. I need not tell you with what tesgxx and 
gratitude I receive an c^inion of such weight, and more- 
over so flattering, to myself; for if you hold that I ought 
to abandoa thq work of smaller compass for the greater, 
it must be because you think me competent. But frankly, 
I find it easier to respect your judgement than to fbllbw 
youi advice. The task indeed is one which is worthy a 
of you recommendation, but it is no less worthy of 
your own practice. Tacitus long ago gave similar advice 
to Pliny and then anticipated his friend by following 
his own counsel. The precedent bears perfecdy on 
your suggestion ; for I am a mere disciple of Pliny,^ 
whereas in the old historical style you excel Tacitus. 
Could he return to earth, could he witness your literary 
eminence and reputation, he would soon follow the 
hint conveyed by his own name. You, therefore, are 3 
the man to shoulder the burden of your own proposal ; 
yon have an excellent gift of eloquence and to vast 
erudition you join unrivalled opportunities. For as 
adviser of a most potent sovereign, whose policy is 
concerned with all the world, you an admitted to the 
secrets of his business and his laws, his wars and 
treaties, you understand their local significance, their 
extent and their importance. Who, then, more fit to 
^rd him for the task than he who is behind the great 
scene of public affairs, who knows the movements of 
the peoples, the embassies that pass between them, 
the generals' feats of arms, the treaties of the princes, 
who stands himself at such an altitude that he need 
neither suitress the truth nor broider the fabric of 
a tie? 

How difierent is my own condition, afflicted with 4 
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the griefs of exile, deprived of the old fitdlities iat 
study } a cleric, sworn to renoaoce unbitioD, and keep 
the middle patb of hb obscurity. My trust is no 
longer in the giits of this [Heseut world, but in the 
hope of a wotid to come. My failing strength plays 
me false, and makes me delight ia idleness ; I care no 
more for the praise of my own generation, and as little 

5 for that of men who shall come after me. History 
is the last 6eld tn which I should now pursue fame ; 
we churchmen are ill-advised to publish our own affairs 
and rash to meddle with those of others ; we record 
the past without advantage to ourselves, and the present 
from imperfect knowledge ; we write what is untrue to 
our disgrace, and what is true at our peril. It is 
a work or subject in which the mention even of the 
virtuous wins a man scant credit, and of the great, 
uobonnded enmity. Forthwith some hue and flavour 
of satire mvades the historian's style, and this is wholly 
incongruous with our vows. Historical writing begins 
in sjnte, proceeds in weariness, and ends in ill repute. 

6 Let a cleric once dabble in it, and all these woes will 
fall upon him ; forthwith the viper's looth of envy is into 
us ; if our style be straightforward, we are called mad ; 
if polished, we are presuming beyond our ptace.^ But 
you can enter upon this province with a light heart ; 
your fame allows you to spring from strength to 
strength. You will tread the neck of the detractor or 
lightly leap above it. None will have written in 
a more exalted vein than you, none so near the antique 
manner, even though your theme be the story of our 
own times. For as you were trained long nnce in the 
an of tetters, and now are no less versed in that of 
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aSwK, you have left the veDamed fang do hold what- 
eTcr on you. Therefore it is that in yean to ccnne 
your works will be consulted with advantage, heard 
wkh delight, and read with assuraoce oFthnr authority. 
Farewell. 

XXIII 

To his friend Proculiu 
e. A.D. +7* 
Your son, whom I may almost call mine also, has i 
taken refuge with me, fiill of sorrow for having left 
you, overwhelmed with shame and repentance of his 
desertion. When I heard what he had done, I rebuked 
him for this truancy with sharp words and threatening 
looks. The voice was mine, but I spoke in your place ; 
I denounced him as one whose proper meed was dis- 
inheritance,' the crass, the sack, and the other penalties 
of parricides. He flushed red in his confiiuon, but 
made no brazen excuses for his fault ; and when I con- 
viaed him on every point, such floods of streaming 
tears accompanied his contridoD that it was impossible 
10 doubt his fUture amendment. I entreat you, there- > 
fore, to show mercy on one who now shows none to 
himself ; imitate Christ and do not condemn him who 
admits that he deserves to be condemned. You may 
prove UKxnable ; you may subject him to unheard-of 
pUDisbments ; bnt no torture you can inflict will hurt 
him like his own remoiTe. Free him from his des- 
pairing fears; justify my confidence in you; relieve 
yourself from the secret anguish yon must feel (if 
I kitow aught of a father's feelings) at the spectacle of 
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a son crushed by uitdisguised affliction. I shall only 
have doae him harm if you lift a finger against him, 
which I trust you will not do unless you mean to 
remain as hard as rock and rigid as impeaetiable 
3 adamant. If I am right in expecttng something better 
from your known character and warm heart, be indulgent 
and forgive ; I pledge myself that, once reconciled, he 
will henceforward be a loyal son. To absolve him 
promptly of his fault is to bind me by a new obligation. 
I earnestly beg you to do more, and grant him instant 
pardon ; I want you, when he returns, not to open him 
your door alone, but your heart as weU. Great God ! 
what a bnght day will dawn for you, what joyous news 
it will be 10 me, what gladness will fill his soul, when 
he casts himself at his father's feet and receives from 
those injured lips, those lips of terrible aspect, not 
reproaches but a kiss ! Farewell. 



XXIV 

To his friend Turtius * 
A.D. 461-7 

1 The Mantuan's lines suit perfectly your naniie and 

your affair : 

Tamiu, •ojftat never God viould dare 
To promiet lo hit rufflranl't Jirayer, 
Lo, here, the lapie of time hat brought 
Een to jour hatidt, unatked, taieought.^ 

* Tnuilated by Hodgkin, iL 345. 
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You remember tbat a long time ago your father Turpto 
(he was then of tribuoe's rank) sought and obtaioed 
a loiio of Maxirous, an official of the Palatine Senice i 
he assigned nothing as secmity or guarantee, either 
ID muoey or land ; there is only a document ensuring 
the creditor bis twelve per cent.' This interest had 
been accumulatiDg ten years, and had doubled the 
ca[ntal sum. When your father was grievously ill and a 
near bis death, the p«Mc authority put snious pressure 
on him for the payment of the debt; the bailiffs too 
behaved in an intolerably brutal manner. I was then 
setting out for Toulouse, and the sick man, in despair, 
wrote entreadng me to intercede with his creditor (or 
at least a short delay. Of course I at once promised 
to do what I could, for Maximus and I are something 
more than acquaintances, and linked by old ties of hos- 
pitality. I therefore diverged from my route to pay 
him a rait, though his estate ties some miles distant 
from the highway. 

On my arrival, he came out himself to meet me, 3 
But how changed his walk from the old erect and rapid 
gait; how changed the old frank regard and hearty 
voice ! His dress, his walk, his humility, his pallor, 
his mode of speech — all declared the churchman. And 
then his hair was short and his beard long ; he bad 
Mmple tripod seats ; coarse Cilician hangings covered 
his doors ' ; the beds were featherless, the tables im- 
adonied. His entertainment was as plain as it was 
kindly, with more vegetable than meat; if any richer 
dish appeared, it was brought not to him but to his 
guests. When we rose from table, I asked my neigh- 4 
hours quietly to which of the three orders he belonged ; 
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was he monk, clerk, or penitent \ They told me he 
was so popular that his fellow cidzens had thrust 
priestly office upon him against his bclination.' When 
morning came, and the servants and clients were busy 
catching the animals, I begged a private interview, 
which he at once granted. I began by congratulatioos 
on his new dignity which he had not expected, bnt my 

5 petition followed close upon them. I preferred the 
prayer of oar common friend Tur[no; 1 urged his 
straits and his extremity ; I told how much harder it 
seemed to the dck man's afflicted friends that his soul 
should be released from a body still held in the bond 
of debt. I implored him to remember his new calling 
aiKl our ancient fellowship ; I entreated biro at least to 
accord delay, and so to moderate the bariMious impor- 
tunities of the collectors, who were barking like dogs 
about a death-bed ; I asked that if Turpio died, the 
heirs should be granted the respite of the mourner's 
year, and that if, as I hoped, be recovered health, he 
should be left in peace during the time of convalescence 

6 from so exhausting a uckness. I had got thus far with 
my petition when this charitable soul began to weep 
copious tears, not for the delay in recovering his debt 
but for the peril of the debtor, and restraining his sobs, 
cried : ' Far be it from me, a cleric, to demand from 
a sick man what as an official I should hardly have 
brought myself to ask from a sound one. But I am 
so attached to my friend's children also, that, even 
should he die, I shall require of them not a penny more 
than the law of our friendship sanctions. Yon shall 
write to them in their anxiety, enclosing a letter from 
roe to confirm the authority of youra. Assure them 
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that whatever be the issue of our brothe/s illaess, 
(and may it prove a happy one !) I give them a whole 
year's respite ; I will also remit that half of the debt 
lepresCDted by the accumulated interest, and content 
myself with the dmple return of the loan.' On this, 7 
I rendered thanks to God first, and then to my host, who 
so rejected his good name and conscience ; I assured 
this good friend that he laid up as a treasure in advance 
for himself what I was empowered to remit to yon, and 
purchased a heavenly kingdom by refiising to drive a hard 
bargain here on earth. It now remains for you to use 
every elFort for the repayment of the principal, and to 
return him heartielt thanks m the name of your young 
brother and sister, who by reason of their tender age can 
know nothing of their own good fortune. There is no 
excuse for you to say, ' I am only a co-heir ; the estate 
has not yet been divided ; it is common knowledge 
that I have come olT worse than the other two ; my 
brother and sister are still minors ; a husband has yet 
to be found for her, a guardian for him, and a surety for 
the guardian when appointed.' Such things are some- 
times said widi fumess to creditors, but only to the bad 
ones. You are fortunate in having to deal wi^ a person 
ready to remit half your debt when he might exact the 
whole. Do not keep him waiting ; he would be within 
his right if he demanded once more in his resentment 
all that his lenience had excused. Farewell. 
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To his friend Domnulus* 

e. A.D. 470 

1 I CANNOT delay an hour io letting you kaow of 
ao eFent Which must cause you the greatest pleasure, 
anxious as you were to leam what success attended 
the piety and firmness of our metropolitan and father 
in Christ, Patiens, upon the occasion of his vi»t 
to ChSlon. He went to ordain a bishop for that 
town, where discipline had been imperilled after the 
retirement and subse<)uent death of the young bishop 
Pauius. Some of the provincial tushops formed his 
escort ; others bad preceded him. When the Episcopal 
G>uncil met, it found that the opinion of the ciuzens 
was not unanimous,^ and that there existed private 
factions of the kind so ruinous to the public welfare. 

2 The presence of three candidates aggravated these 
evils. The first had no moral qualification whatever, 
but only the privilege of ancient lineage, of which he 
made the most. The second was brought in on the 
applause of parasites,^ bribed to support him by the free 
run of a gourmand's table. The third had a tacit 
understanding with his supporters, that if he attained 
the abject of his ambition, the pluudering of the 

3 Church estates should be theirs. Seeing this, the holy 
Patiens and the holy Euphronius determined that no 

* Faitl; transUled by Guizat, Hist, dt la civilisaiion en 
Fratict, ed. 1846, i. 81-1. , 
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thought of odium or poputaiity should move them from 
the Brmness and severity of the saner judgement. They 
communicated thdr iatention to their fellow bishops ' 
b secret conclave assembled, before they made it 
public. Then, with a complete ' disregard of the un- 
ruly crowd, they suddenly joined their hands upon the 
holy John, a man conspicuous for an honourable, 
humane aoA gentle life, and without tb^ faintest 
suspicion of what they proposed, or the slightest desire 
for preferment. "This John was first a Reader, and 4 
had been a server at the altar from his tender years. 
In course of time and strenuous duty he became arch- 
deacon, in which oiiice or rank his efljciency kept him 
back i they would not gi?e him promotion because they 
did not wish to relieve him of ftinctions he performed so 
well. Such was the man, a member only of the second 
order, on whom they laid their hands, to the perplexity 
of the factions, which had no acclamations ready for 
one never even put forward for the office, but dared not 
at ^ same time say anything against a man whom his 
own career acclaimed. So, to the stupefaction of the 
intriguers, the rage of bad citizens, aod the deUght 
of good, without one dissentient voice, they two con- 
secrated their new colleague. And now, unless the S 
monasteries of the Jura ' keep you, where you love to 
ascend as if in foretaste of a celestial habitation, this 
letter ought to reach you, bringing the happy news, 
Jiow these our fathers and protectors ofuned in accord, 
or accorded in opinion — whichever you will. Rejoice 
too in his name whom Eupbronius and Patiens con- 
secrated, the one by testimony, the other by laying on 
of hands, the two together by their concurring judgc- 
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meot ; in all which events Euphrooius acted as beseflned 
his age and the ]ong tenure of his high office, Patiens, 
for whom no praise could ever be too high, as befitted 
OIK who by his ecclesias^cal dignity is the first person 
in our city, and by the priority of the city, the first 
citizen in all the province. Fareweli, 
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1 

To hii friend Petronius 

A.D. 478 

Tmr tell me you derote patient but not un- 1 
pleasant hours to the perusal of my Letters ; you who 
have achieved mastery in studies of widest scope, can 
yet notice the most UMgniGcant writings of another. 
This is great, and well becomes the enthusiast for 
letters. But you ate repaid for it by the most perfect 
kind of fame; for he who is generoDS enough to 
praise other men's talent «il] not M to find his 
own cons]ucuously acknowledged. I commend to you 3 
my friend Vindidns, a man of piety, and admirably 
suited for the dignity of deacon which he has recnitly 
attuned. I had no time to copy what you wanted 
from my tablets, as it was incumbem on me to do, so 
I have entrusted him with these trifling lines just to 
have snnething to send; but such is your kindness 
that yon accept any lettn- of mine as if it were an 
exceeding great reward. Meanwhile I commend to 5 
your notice the aflair of this same bearer who is taken 
to your neighbourhood by a troublesome business in 
which he finds himself involved. Two possilulities 
lie before him :' he may dther enter peacefully upon an 
inheritance, or he may be entangled in legal pioceedings. 
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His paternal uncle has died a bachelor and ii 
and he is taking steps to inheiit as next of kin ; but 
facUous opposition may bar his way. Against each 
and every difficulty which may be raised, you, after 
Christ, are the suppliant's best hope ; I am coaGdeat 
that if he finds favour in your sight, his cause will 
prove victorious. Farewell. 



II 

Tff his friend Nymphidius 

C. A.D. 472 

I Claudianus Mamektus, the most accomplished of 
our Christian philosophers and the most learned man io 
the world, wrote not long ago a notable work in diree 
roliunes on the Nature of the Soul ; in its embellish- 
ment and linal elaboration he employed the method of 
the disposition and logical arrangement of [HtifaDe 
philosophy, demonstrating that the nine Muses are not 
maidens at all, but Liberal Arts. The attentive reader 
discovers io his pages the real personified uties of the 
Nine, who of themselves and for themselves create 
their proper appellations. For in this book Grammar 
divides,^ and Rhetoric declaims ; Arithmetic reckons, 
Geometry metes ; Music balances, Logic disputes; 
Astrology predicts, Architecture constructs ; Poetry 

z attunes her measures. Pleased with the novelty of 
a theory like this, and kindled to enthusiasm by so 
much ripe wisdom, you had hardly seen the book 
before you asked to have it for a short time to examine 
and copy it and to make extracts ; you promised to return 
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it quickly, and your request was jiantcd as sdod as 
roade. Mow, it is f«e from fitting that I shook! b<; 
deceived in this little matter, atid that you should be 
the deceirer. It is high time for you to send the boiA 
bock i if you liked it, you must hare had enough of it 
by now ; if you dislike it, more than enough. Which- 
ever it be, you have now to clear your reputation. If 
you mean to delay the return of a volume for which 
I have to ask you, I shall think that you care more for 
the parchment than for the work. Farewell. 

Ill 

To [his kinsman] ^poUinatis 

A.D. 472 

It was periiips only fair that you should retaliate i 
on my loquacious habits by applying the curb of 
tacitumity. But since in the exchange of kind offices 
a perfect friendship should dwell less on what it pays 
than on what it may still be held to owe, I shall 
loosen the rein of scruple and render you the impudent 
homage of another letter : of course the impropriety 
of this is proved by the fact of your continued silence. 
Do I not deserve to be informed of a brothei^s 
fortunes id time of war i Are you really afraid of 
revealing your hopes or apprehensions to a friend who 
is anxious on your account i 

Your motive in keeping your doings iirom me 2 
can only be that you ore not quite sure of me, and iear 
that I might not rejoice as I ought at news of your 
good luck, or properly lament your adverse fortunes. 
May such disloyalty find no place in gende hearts; 
may so miserable a suspicion be no longer a blot on 



_._.,Cooglc 



f2 Boot V 

the candour of a true aflcction ! For, as your Crispus 
says, 'to desire and reject the sane things, that is the 
making of finn fiiends.'^ 

J I shall be content if I can hear that you arc in 
good cue. My own mind has been depressed by 
the weight of a troubled conscience ; a violent fever 
brought me almost to death's door. As you Icnow, the 
cares of an august professioii have been imposed on 
me, unworthy though I am of such ao hcnour. And 
it has been misery to me to have to teach what I have 
never myself learned, and to preach goodness before 
practising it ; like a barren tree, I bear no fruit of good 
works, but scatter idle words like leaves. 

4 And now pray for me that my future life may 
prove it to hare been worth while to come back almost 
from the underwwld; for now a continuance in past 
errors would make this renewal of life the beginiung 
of my soul's destruction. You see that I hide 
nothing from you, and I may fairly ask in return how 
things fare with you. I have doite the part of 
friendship t it remains for you to act as you think right. 
But remember that by God's grace we recognize no 
end to a comradeship which we gave our hearts to 
begin ; it must be like laws of Atdca, graven eternally 
on brass. Farewell. 

IV 

Ta \his kinsman] Simplicius 

(No indication of date) 

1 Your failure to answer my letter I impute to 

a friendship not beyond reproach, but in a greater 
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degree, to an uneasy conscience. For unless I do you 
an injustice, your answer is withheld less from perverdty 
than from a sense of shame. But if you continue to 
close and bolt your door against my communications, 
I shall not be 5007 to oblige you with the peace which 
y<M desire. At the same time I must tell you plainly 
that the iostigatOTS of the wrong thus done me are to 
be found among those nearest to you. 

For it is do injnsdce to attribute all that b z 
hatefiit in your utence to the spoiled humours of your 
sons, who, secure in jrour afiection, submit with 
impatience to my assiduity.* It is incumbent on you to 
admonish them by your parental authority to be more 
amiable henceforward in their behaviour, and so sweeten 
to me the bitterness of their past offence. Farewell. 



Tfl his friend Syagrius 

(No indication of date) 

Though you descend in the male line from an t 
ancestor who was not only consul — that is immaterial — 
but also (and here is the real point) a poet, from one 
whose literary achievement would certainly have gained 
him the honour of a statue, had it not been secured for 
him already by his olBdal honours, — witness the finished 
terse that he has left us ; and though on this side of 
his activity his descendants have proved themselves no 
wise degenerate, yet here we 6nd you picking up a 
knowledge of the German tongue with the greatest of 
ease ; the feat fills me with indescribable amazement. 

I can recall the thoroughness of your educatitm 3 
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Id liberal studies ; I know with what a ferrid doquence 
you used to declaim before the rhetor. With such a 
traioiog, how have you so quickly mastered the accent 
of a foreign speech, that after having your Vir^ caned 
into you, and absorbing into your very system the 
opulent and flowing style of the varicose orator of 
Arpinum,' you soar out like a young falcon frma the 

3 You can hardly conceive how amuied we all are to 
hear that, when you are by, not a barbarian but fears 
to perpetrate a barbarism in his own langu^e. Old 
Germans bowed nith age are said to stand astounded 
when they see you mterpreting their German letters ; 
they actually choose you for arbiter and mediator in 
their disputes. You are a new Solon in the elucidation 
of Burguodiao law; like a new Amphion you attune 
a new lyre, an iostnment of but three strings. You 
are popular on all sides ; you are sought after ; your 
society gives universal pleasure. You are chosen as 
adviser and judge ; as soon as you utter a decision it is 
received with respect. In body and mind alike these 
people are as stiff as stocks and very hard to form ; 
yet they delight to find in you, and equally delight to 
learn, a Burgundian eloquence and a Roman sp«rit. 

4 Let me end with a single caubon to the cleverest 
of men. Do not allow these talents of yours to 
prevent you from devoting whatever time you can spare 
to reading. Let your critical taste determine you to 
preserve a balance between the two languages, holding 
fast to the one to prevent us making fun of you, and 
practiung the other that you may have the laugh <tf us. 
Farewell. 
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VI 
Tfl \kis kinsman] Apollinant 

A.D. 474-S 

As SQOD as snimner began to yield to autumn uid I 
the fears of my ArreniiaDS were in some degree 
moderated by the approach of wioter, I was able to 
make a joumey to Vienne. There I found, in great 
tribulatioD, your brother Thaumastus, who alike by 
virtue of his age and his descent inspires me with 
feelings of af&ctioa and respect. Afflicted already by 
the recent loss of his wife, he was no less troubled on 
your account, (earing that the gang of barbarians and 
oiEcers about the court might trump up some malicious 
charge against you.^ 

According to his report, venomous tongues have 2 
been secretly at work, wbbpering in the ear of the 
ever-victorious Chilperic, our Master of the Soldiery,' 
that your machinations are chiefly responsible for the 
attempt to win the town of Vaison for the new 
Emperor.' If you are exposed to any suspicion on 
this score, inform me at once by return, that we may 
not lose any possible advantage which might accrue 
fnnn my presence or the exertion of my interest. If 
in your opinion a real danger exists, I shall make it 
my special business either by conciliating the royal 
&VOUT, to ensure your safety, or by discovering the 
extent of the king's anger to make you see the need for 
greater caution in (iiture. Farewell. 



DyGoogle 



ftf Book V 



To his [kinsman] Thaumastus 

A.B. 474-S 

1 At last we have discovered who the vill^as are 
who have accused your brother before our tetrarch for 
siding with the partisans of the new Emperor — unless, 
indeed, the stealthy steps of the informers hare deixived 
the faored sagad^ of oor friends. They are the wretches, 
as you yourself have heard me say upon the spot, whom 
Gaul radures with groans these many years, and who 
make the barbarians themselves aeem merdfiil by 
comparisOD. They are the scoundrels whom even the 
formidaUe fear. These are the men whose peculiar 
{vovince it seems to be to calumniate, to denounce, to 
intimidate, and to plunder. 

3 These are they who in <jiiiet times make parade 
of their alSdrs, in peace of their ample ^xhIs, in war of 
thdr evasions, over their cups of their victories. These 
are the creatures who will spn out a case if they 
are called in, and block its progress if they are kept 
out ; who grow offensive if reminded of their duty, and 
if they once pocket your fee, forget th«r obligation. 
These are the fellows who buy themselves a lawsuit to 
sell their mediation ; who control the appointment of 
arbitrators, dictate their sentence, and tear it up when- 
ever it suits them to do so ; who incite lidgaots to sue, 
and hold the hearing in suspense; who hale off the 
convicted, and force back into tbe court those who 
would fain escape by setdemrat. These are the men 
who, asked a fevour opposed by none, will promise 
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with reluctaDce what ^anw fbrUds them to refuse, and 
raoan if they have to keep their word. 

These are they at whose appearance the world's 3 
great scoundrels would coofess themselves surpassed, 
Narcissus, Asiaticus, Massa, Marcellos, Cams, 
Parthenins, Lidnus, Pallas, and all their peers.^ These 
are they who grudge quiet folks their peace, the soldier 
his pay, the courier his fare, the merchant his market, 
the ambassador his gifts, the firmer of tolls his dues, the 
{Korindal his farm, the municipality its ilamen's digiuty, 
die controllers ^ revenue their weights, the receivers 
their measures, the registrars their salary, the accountants 
their fees, the bodyguards their presents,' towns their 
truces, taxgatherers their taxes, ^ clergy the respect 
men pay them, the noUes their lineage, superiors thnr 
seats in covntHl, equals equality, the official his jurisdic- 
tion, the ex-ofBciai his distinctions, scholars their 
schocJs, masters their stipends, and finished pupils their 
accomplishments. 

These are the upstarts drunken with new wealth 4 
(I spare you no smdid detail), who by their btemperate 
use betray their unfamiliarity with riches. They like to 
march under arms to a banquet, they will attend a 
fiinnal in white, and wear mourning at a marriage 
festival i they go to church in furs,^ and hear' a litany in 
beaver. No race of men, no rank, no epoch is ever to 
their liking. In the market they behave like Scyths; 
ID the chamber they are vipers, at feasts buffimns. 
While they are harpies in exaction, in conversation )bm 
might as well tdk to statues, or address a questitm to 
brute heists. In negotiation slow as snails, they are 
sharp as money-lenders at a contract. In conqnchenuon 
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they are stones, in judgement stocks ; swift as dune in 
anger, hard as iron in foi^Tcness, pards in fiiendship, 
bears in humour, foxes in derait, overtiearins as bulls, 
fierce as Minotaurs in destruction. 

5 Tbejr believe ia the unsetttement of affairs ; the more 
troubled the time the itrmer their faith in its advantage. 
Cowardice and a bad conscience destroy thdr nerves ; 
they are lions in the palace and hares in camp; they 
dread treaties for fear of having to disgorge, and war 
for iear of having to fight Let them but scent from 
afar a rusty purse, and you will see them fix on it the 
eyes of Argus, Briareus' hands, the Sphinx's claws ; 
they will bring into play the perjuries of Laomedon, the 
subtleties of Ulysses, Sinon's wiles ; they will sUck to . 
it with the staunchness of Poiymestw and the loyalty 
of a Pygmalion. 

6 Such are the morals with which they hope to 
crush a man both powerful and good. And what can 
one man do, encompassed on every side by slanderers 
whose venomous lips distort each word he says ? What 
should he do when nature meant him for honest 
company, but fortune cast him among thieves whose 
evil communicabons would make Phalaris more blood- 
thirsty, Midas m<we covetous, Ancus vainer, Tarquin 
haughtier, Tiberius craftier, Gains more dangerous, 
Claudius more slothful, Nero more corrupt, Galba more 
avaricious, Otho more reckless, Vitellins more prodigal, 
Domitian more ferocious \ 

7 But we have one consolation in our trouble ; fair 
Tanaquil restrains our Lucumon : '- she waits her 
chance, and rids his ears by a few coaxing words of all 
the poison with which the whisperers have filled them. 
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You ought to know that we owe it to her interest if 
Dp till now the mind of our common patron has not 
been poisoned against our tnrothers by these younger 
Cibyrates "^ \ God willing, it never will be, while the 
present power holds Lyons for the German race, and 
our present Agrippina exerts her moderating influence 
on her Geimanicus '. Farewell. 



Tl? his friend Secunditius 
c. A.D. 477 

What a long time it is since we used to read your i 
masterly hexameters with outspoken admiration ! Your 
verse was equally full of life, whether you were celebra- 
ting a wedding, or the &tl of great beasts before the 
[ovwess of kings, fiat even yon yourself would admit 
that you have never done anything better than your last 
poem in triple trochaics constructed in hendecasyll^ic 
metre. What line malice I found in it ; what style, a 
what pungent eloquence ! it was impossible for me to 
keep my enthusiasm to myself. As for your subjects, 
you were fearless ; only the necessity for respecting 
persons seemed to check somewhat the lightning of your 
genius and the free course of your irony. I think the 
Consul Ablabius^ never thrust more briiliantiy at the 
family life of Constantine with a couplet, or gave more 
stinging point to ^e famous distich secretly appended to 
the palace gates : 

' Who wants back Saturn and his golden age ? 
We have the diamond age — Neronian.' 
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You remember that, when this was written, Coa- 
stant^ne had done to death his consort Fausta ' in a hot 
3 bath and his son Crispus with cold poison. I would 
not bare you deterred by anything from your bold and 
vind use of satire. Yon will find the flonrishing vices 
of OUT tyranMidden citizen'i' a rich mine to cx^oit. 
For the folk whom we set down as fortunate accord- 
ing to the lights of our age or our locality comport 
themselves with such an arrogance that the foture will 
not readily forget their names. The infamy of vice and 
the praise of virtue are both alike eternal. Farewell. 



To his friend AquUiimt 

c. A. D. 477 
I I FIND it certainly to my advmiage, fiiend capable 
of every virtue, and I trust you will feel the same, that 
we should have as many ties to bind us as we have 
reasons for being united. Such ties are hereditary in 
our families ; I do but recall the experience of the past. 
Let me summon as my witnesses our grandfathers 
Rusticus and ApoUinaris,^ whom like fortunes and 
aver^oQs united in a noble friendship. They had a 
umilar taste in letters, their characters were alike ; they 
had enjoyed »milar dignities and undergone the same 
dangers. Tbey were eijually agreed in detesting the 
inconstancy of Constantine, the irresolution of Jovinus, 
the perfidy of Geiontius ; both singling out the fault 
proper to each person, and both finding in Dardanus 
the sum of all extsdng vices.* 
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If we come down to the years between thor time and 3 
our own, we fiod our fathers brought up together ftom 
their tender youth unUl they came to manhood. In 
Honorius' reign,^ as tribunes and secretaries, they served 
abroad togetbn b such close comradeship that among 
all the grounds of their agreement the fact that their 
own fathers had been friends appeared to be the least. 
Under Valentiaian, one of the two ruled all Gaul, the 
other only a re^on of it ; evea so they managed to 
balance their dignities with a fraternal equilibrium ; the 
one who held the lower rank had seniority in office. 
And DOW the old tradition comes down to us grandsons, 3 
whose dearest care it should be to prevent the aAecrion 
of our parents and our forefathers from suflenng any 
diminution in our persons. But there are ties of all 
kinds, over and above that of this hereditary friendship, 
which needs must l^g us close together ; we are 
linked by equality of years no less than by identity of 
Ixrthplace ; we played and learned together, shared the 
same discipline and relaxation, and were trained by the 
same rule. So then, for what remains of life now that 4 
our years touch upon the threshold of age, let us under 
the providence of God be two persons with but a single 
mind ; aitd let us instil into our sons the same mutual 
regard : let us see that the objects which they desire and 
refuse, pursue or shun, are the same. It would indeed 
crown our vows if the boys who bear the honoured names 
of Rusticusand ApollinaHs renewed within their breasts 
the hearts of those illustrious ancestors. Farewell. 
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To his friend Sapaudus 
(No indication of date) 

I Ahono alt the virtues of the iQustrious Pragmadm, 
I place this first, that his enthuGiasm for letters inspires 
him with an ardent admiration for yoii. He finds in 
you the last traces of the antique industry and accom- 
plishment; and it is only right that he should show 
you favour, since few men owe a greater debt to litera- 

t ture than he. When he was a young man his persua»ve 
eloquence won such applause in the schools of rhetoric, 
that Piiscns Valerianus, himself reputed for his oratorical 
skill, made him his son-in'law, and adopted him into his 
patrician family. Besides his youth, his tnrth and means, 
Pragmatius had good looks, and an engaging modesty 
which enlisted people's sympathy. Even at that age he 
was of a serious disposition and felt the shame of 
making bis way by a handsome face when he would have 
been better content to attract by his qualities of mind and 
character. And indeed a beautifiil nature is the best key 
to men's hearts ; bodily chann is transient ■■, as years 
advance and life wanes, it falls away. When Priscus 
Valerianus was made Prefect of the Gauls, his opinion 
of his adopted son remained unalt«ed, indeed he clung 
to it with pertinacity. He associated him with himself 
in council-chamber and court, resolved that the accom~ 
plishments which tiad been admitted to share his family 
life should also share in the enhancement of his dignity. 

3 Your own style is so admirable and lucid, that far from 
surpassing it, the great orators, with all their qualities, can 
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hardly attwn its level — not the logical PaJaemon, the 
austere Gallio, the opulcDt Delphidius, the methodical 
Agroedus, die virile Aldmas, the channtng Adel- 
phius, the rigid Magnus, the agreeable Victorius.^ It 
is fzv from my desire to cajole or flatter you with this 
hyperbolic list of rhetors, but in my opinion only 
Quintilian in his force and his intensity, or Palladius 
with his splendid manner, can fairly be compared with 
you; and even that comparison I should not urge^ 
I should merely yield it acquiescence. If after you 4 
there shall be any other adept of Roman elotjueace, he 
will be deeply grateful to that friendship with Vaterianus, 
and if he is half a man, will long to be admitted as 
a third to your society. Such a wish could never prove 
a source of annoyance to you, since there are nOw, alas 1 
so few who have any respect for polite studies. And 
it is a defect rooted and fixed in human nature, to 
think little of the artist when you know nothing of the 
an. Farewell. 

XI , 

To his friend Potentinus 

e. A.D. 467 
I AU your devoted friend, and my devotion was bom i 
neither of caprice nor error. Before I linked myself 
to you in close friendship, 1 pondered well ; it is my 
habit to choose first, and give my heart afterwards. 
' But what on earth ', you will say, ' did you see to like 
in meV I will answer gladly and in two words; 2 
gladly, for you are my friend; briefly, because my space 
is small. What I respect in your career is this; you 
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do so many things that every reasonable man would like 
to iraitue. You culurate your estates as an expert; 
you build with the utmost method] you are an unerring 
hunter, your hospitality is perfection, your wit is of the 
first order, your judgements are absolutely fair; you 
are sincere in persuasion, rery slow to wrath, very 
3 quickly appeased, very loyal after recondliation. I shall 
rejcHce if when he grows up my young Apollinaris 
copies these several qualities ; it shall not be for want 
of urging on my part if he fails. Let Christ but grant 
me success in my plans for his training and instruction, 
and it will not be my least satisfaction to hare borrowed 
from your character the chief ensample of life which 
I set before him. Farewell. 



To his friend Calminius 

A.D. 474 

I It is no foolish pride of mine, but this alien 
dominance which makes my letters so fi;w and far 
between ; do not expect me to speak out ; your own 
(ears, similar to mine, explain the need for silence. 
One thing, however, I may freely lament, that sundered 
as we are by this whirlwind of warring forces, we have 
practically no chance of meeting one another. Alas ! 
your harassed coimtiy never sees you except when the 
alien's formidaUe command bids you hide yourself in 
armour, while we on our side are covered by our 
ramparts. At such time you are led against your native 
land, an unwilling captive,' to empty your quiver against 
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us while your eyes fill with tears. We bear you no ill 
will J we know that your prayers are otherwise directed 
than your missiles. But as from time to time, without > 
ratificadon of any treaty some semblance of a truce 
opens for us a casement on our darkness, bright with 
hope of liberation, I entreat you to let us hear (irom 
you as often as you can ; for be sure that our besieged 
citizens preserve the kindliest thoughts of you and 
manage to forget the hateful part you play as their 
besieger. FareweU. 

XIII 

To his friend Pannyihiui* 

A. D. 469 
Have you heard that Seronatus ' is coming back i 
from Toulouse f If you have not (and I hardly think 
you have), learn it from these presents. Evanthius is 
hurrying to Clausetia, making pass^e the parts of the 
road in the contractor's hands, and clearing it wherever it 
is choked with fallen leaves. When he finds any part 
of the surface full 'of holes, he rushes in a panic with 
spadefuls of s(h1 and fills them with his own hands ; 
his business is to conduct his monster from the valley 
of the Tarn, like the pilot-fish ^ that leads the bulky whale 
through shoals and rocky waters. But lo ! the monster, 3 
swift to wrath and slow to move by reason of his bulk, 
no sooner appears like a dragon uncoiling from bis cave, 
than he makes immediate descent upon the pallid folk 
of Javols, whose cheeks are pale with fear. They had 

■ Truulated by HodgVin, ii. 338 ; and Feitlg, i. p. 10. 
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scattered on all sides, abandoning their townships ; and 
now he drains them dry by new and unparalleled 
imposts, or takes them in the mesh of calumny ; even 
when they have paid tbeir annual tribute more than 
once, he refiises to let these unhappy vicbms return to 
3 their homes. The sure sign of his impending arrival 
in any district is the appearance of prisoners in troops, 
dragging their chains along. The anguish of these 
men is joy to him ; their hunger is his food ; and he 
finds his peculiar pleasure in subjecting them to ignominy 
before their sentence. He compels the men to grow 
long hair, and off cuts the hair of the women. If here 
and there a prisoner receives a pardon, it is through his 
vanity or his corruption, and never through his mercy. 
Not even the prince of orators or the prince of poets 
could describe so dire a creature : Marcus of Arpinum 
and Publius of Mantua would be impotent alike. This 
pest (whose treasons God confound 1} is said to be now 
on his way ; anticipate bis onset by salutary precautions ; 
if there is talk of suits, compound with the litigious 
enemy; provide yourself with guarantees agiunst new im- 
posts, and prevent this worst of men from compromising 
-the aflairs of worthy people by his favour or mining 
them by his enmity. I will sum up in these words my 
opinion of Seronatus : others fear some crushing blow 
at the brigand's hands ; to me his very benefits are 
Farewell. 
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To his friend Aper 

A.D. 47*-3 
Aee you taking your ease in your sunny Buae,' i 
vbere the sulphorous water rushes Irom bdlows of the 
pcvous rock, and the baths are so beneficial to those who 
■uf&r either in the lungs or lirer \ Or are you < camped 
among the mountain castles '^ looking for a place of 
refuge, and perhaps embarrassed by the number of 
strongholds you find to choose from ? Whatever the 
cause of ypur delay, whether you aie making holiday 
or gmng about your business, I feel sure that the 
thought of the forthcoming Rogatioos ^ will bring you 
back to town. It was Mamenus our fether in God and 2 
bishop who first deugned, arranged, and introduced the 
ceremonial of these prayers, setting a precedent we 
should all revere, and making an experiment which has 
proved of the utmost value. We had public prayers of 
a sort before, but (be it said without ofience to the 
fiuthful) they were lukewarm, iixegular, perfunctory, and 
th«r fervour was destroyed by frequent interruption for 
refreshment; and as they were chiefly for rain or for 
fine weather, to say the least of it, the potter and the 
market-gardener could never decently attend together ! * 
But in the Ri^ations which our holy father has Instituted 3 
and conferred upon us, we fast, we pray vuh tears, we 
chant the psalms. To such a feast, whete penitential 
. ^ghs are heard from all the congregation, wliere heads 
are humUy bowed, and fbims fall prostrate, I invite 
you ; and if 1 rightly gauge your spirit, you will only 
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respond the quicker because you are called in place of 
banquets to a festiT^ of tears. Farewell. 

XV 

To his friend J^uricius 

(No iadication of date) 

1 The usual salutations over, I at once urge upon your 
notice the claims of our bookseller, because I have made 
discrimioabng and uidiiased trial of the man, [woving 
him to my complete satis&ctioo at ooce loyal in senti- 
merit and alert in service to our common master^ 
yourself. He brings in person the manoscript of the 
Heptateuch all written out by his own hand with the 
utmost neatness and rapidity, though I read it through 
myself, and made corrections. He also brings a volume 
of the Prophets ; this was edited by him in my absence, 
and with his own^hand purged of corrupt additions.' 
The scholar who had pfomised him assistance in reading 
out from another text, was only able to perform his 
task in part ; I fancy illness {nevented him from carrying 

2 out his tmdertaking. It remains for you by encourage- 
ment or promise of your influence to show a[f)ropriate 
recognition of a servant who has done his best to sausfy, 
and deserves to succeed ; and if this is in proportion to 
his arduous task, be will soon begin to look for his 
reward. All that I ask for the moment b youi benevo- 
lence towards him; it is for you to decide what he 
deserves, though indeed I think the good opinion of his 
master is &r nearer to his heart than any recompense. 
Farewell. 
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To [his Tv^e'] Papianilia* 

A.D. 474 
Thb momeiit the Quaestor Licinianus, coming rrom i 
Ravenna, bad crossed the Alps and set foot on Gaulish 
soil, he sent ■ message b advance to make it known that 
he was bearer of imperial letters patent conferriDg the 
title of Patrician on Ecdidus.^ I know that your 
brother's honours delight you no less than mf own; 
considering his years, he has attained this one very 
early; considering his deserts, very late. For be 
earned the ctigiiity he is now to receive long- ago, 
by scrnce in the field and not by purchase ; and 
though only a private citizen, poured into the treasury 
no mere contributioa, but sums like spoils of war. 
Julius Nepos, true Emperor in character no less than 2 
prowess, has done noUy in keejnng the pledged word 
of his predecessor Anthemius that the labours of 
your brother should be recognized; his action U 
all the more laudable for the promptitude with which 
he has tiilfilled a promise reiterated so often by another. 
In future the best men in the State will feel able, nay, 
rather, will feel bound, to spend their strength «4th 
the utmost ardour for the commonweal, assured that 
even should the prince who pmnised die, the Em{Hre 
itself will be responsible, and pay the debt due to their 
devodcn and self-sacrifice. Knowing your affectionate 3 

■ Tnuulated by Hodgkln, 11. 346-S. 
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natare, I am conviaced that erra io the very midst of 
our adversities this news will bnng great consolatioa, 
and that not eren the imminent dread of siege will 
divert your roiod from the path of a joy common to us 
all. For I am sure you were never quite so gratified 
by any of my own honours, in which you legally shared ; 
good wife as you have always been, you are the best 
sister that man ever bad. That is why I have not lost 
ao instant in sending my letter of congratulation on this 
enhanrament of dignity which Christ has permitted to 
your bmily. I satisfy alike your solicitude and your 
brother's modesty. He will be sure to say nothing of 
this promotion ; but even if you did not know his un- 
assuming nature, you would not Uame him for lack of 

4 brotherly feelmg. As far as I am concerned, I derive 
great satisfaction from these new distinctioDs which you 
hare awaited with unconcealed impatience ; but I derive 
a greater yet from the brotherly union which exists 
between Ecdidus and myself. Tt is my ardent wish 
that our children and his may live in equal harmony ; 
and I pray in our common name that just as we of this 
generation were bom into [«vfectotian families, and 
have been enabled by (Uvine favour to eterate them to 
patrician rank, so they io thrir turn may exalt the 

5 patrician to the consular dignity. Little Roscta, our 
joint care,^ sends you her love; she has the rare 
advantage of being brought up by her grandmother and 
her aunts, who temper thnr great indulgence with 
strictness, forming her character, yet not asking too 
much of her tender years. Farewell. 
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XVII 

To his friend Eriphiuj * 

A. D. 461-7 

You are tbe same man sdll, my dear Eriphius ; i 
the pleasures of the chase, the amenities of town or 
couDtry are never allowed to lure you so far that in 
your hour the charm of letters will not win you back. 
That devotion it is which bids you tolerate even me, 
whom you are good enough to describe as redolent of 
the Muses. If you were in a frivolous mood when 
you wrote so, you jest at my expense; if in sober 
earnest, your regard for me has blinded your eyes, for 
it needs no demonstration to prove your judgement at 
feult. Really, you go much too far when you use of 
me expressions hardly appropriate to a Homer or a 
^^rgil. I leave these kindly exaggerations, and pass to ^ 
the proper subject of my letter. You bid me send you 
the verses which I was weak enough to compose at the 
request of your most distinguished father-in-law, who 
understands the art of so living with his fellows as 
to command or obey with equal ease. Blame yourself 
if words run away with me, and I relate an insigniEcant 
event at greater length than it deserves ; you insist 
on a picture of the scene and all that occurred, since 
your illness prevented you from being with us. We 3 
had assembled at the tomb of S, Justus ' ; the annual 
procession before daylight was ovct, attended by a vast 
crowd of both sexes which even that great church 

* The greatei part traoslated by Guizot, Hist, de la 
civilisation en France, ed. 1846, L 95-7; and b; Fertig, 
Part ii, pp. 39-40. 
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could DOt hold with all its cincture of galleries. After 
Vigils were ended, chanted alternately by the monks 
and clerics, the congregation separated ; we could not 
go far ofF, as we had to be at hand for the next service 
at Tierce, when the priests were to celebrate the Mass. 

4 We felt oppressed by the crowding in a confined space, 
and by tbe great number of lights which had been 
brought in. It was still almost summer, and the night 
was so sultry that it suffocated us, imprisoned as we 
were in that steaming atmosphere ; only the first fresh- 
ness of the autumn dawn brought some welcome relief. 
Groups of the diflerent classes dispersed in various 
directions, the principal citizens assembling at the monu- 
ment of Syagrius, which is hardly a bowshot from tbe 
church. Some of us sat down under an old vine, the 
stems of which were trained trellis-wise and covered 
with leaves and drooping fronds; others sat on the 

5 grass odorous with the scent of flowers. The tallc was 
enlivened with amusing jests and pleasantries ; above 
all (and what a blessed thing it was!), there was not 
a word about ofiicials or taxes, not an informer among 
us to betray, not a syllable worth betrayal. Every one 
was free to tell any story worth relating and of a proper 
tenor ; it was a most ap{H«ciative audience ; the vein 
of gaiety was not allowed to spoil the distinct relauon 
of each tale. After a time, we felt a certain slackness 
through keeping still so long, and we voted for some 

6 more acuve amusement. We soon split into two groups, 
according to our ages ; one shouted for the ball, the 
other for the board-game, both of which were to be had. 
I was the leader of the ball-players ; you know that 
book and ball are my twin companions. In the other 



DyGoogle 



Letter XV U 73 

group, die cbkf figure was our bxHher Domoidus, 
that moat engaging and attractive of meo: there he 
waa, rattling some dice which he had got hold 
of, as if he sounded a trumpet-call to pby. The 
rest of us had a great game with a party of atD- 
dents, doing our best at the healthful exercise with 
limbs which sedentary occupations made much too 
stiff for running. And now the illustrious Filimatius 7 
sturdily flung himself into the squadrons of the 
players, like Vir^'s hero ' daring to set his band to 
the task of youth ' ' ; he had been a splendid player 
himself in his younger years. But over and over again 
he was forced from his position among the stationary 
players by the shock of some runiKr from the middle, 
and driven into the midfield where the ball ilew past 
him, or was thrown over his head ; and be failed to 
intncept or parry it.^ More than once he feU prone, 
and had to pick himself up from such collapses as best 
he could ; naturally he was the £rst to withdraw from the 
stress of the game in a state of internal ioflamniadoD, out 
of breath from exercise and suffering sb»rp pains in the 
ude from the swollen fibres of his liver. Thereupon 8 
I left oiF too. It was done from delicacy ; if I stq^wd 
at the same time, my brother would be spared a feeling 
of moruficaUon at being so soon exhausted. Well, 
while we were sitting down, he found himself in such 
a perspiration that he called for water to bathe his face. 
They brought it, with a shaggy towel which had been 
washed after yesterday's use, and had been swinging 
on a line worked by a pulley near the doors of the 
porter's lodge. As Filimatius was leisurely drying 9 
bis cheeks, he said : ' I wish you would dictate a pair 
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of couplets ia honour of a cloth which has done me 
such a Doble turn.' ' Very well,' I replied. ' But you 
must get my name in,' he rejoined. I said that there 
would be no difficulty in that. 'Dictate away, then.' 
I smiled ; ' I would have you know ', I said, ' that the 
Muses are upset if I frequwt their company before 
witnesses/ At this he burst out in his explosive but 
delightfid way (you know his ardent nature, and what 
an inexhaustible flow of wit he has): 'Beware, my 
lord Sollius ! Apollo may be sdll more upset if you 
tempt his pupils to secret interriews all alone.' 
You can ima^ne the applause aroused by a retort as 

neat as it was instamaneotis. I wasted no mote dme, 
but called up his secretary, who was at hand with his 
tablets, and dictated the following epgram : 

'At dawn, or when the seething bath iDvites, or 
when the hot chase beads the brow, may goodly Filj- 
matius with this cloth cherish his face till all the 
pers[nration flows into the thirsty fleece.' 

Our good friend Epiphanius the secretary had hardly 
taken down the lines, when they came to tell us that 
our lime was up, and that the bishop was leaving his 

1 retreat ; we therefore rose to go. You must not be 
too critical of verses written thus to order. It is 
another matter with the longer poem which some time 
ago you two asked me to write in a hyperiwlical and 
figured style on the man who bore good fortune ill.^ 
I shall send it off to-morrow for your private revision. 
If you both approve of it, you can then pubUsh it under 
your auspices ; if you condemn, you can tear it up and 
fot^give me as best you can. Farewell. 
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XVIII 
To his friend Attains 

(No indication of date) 
I WAS delighted to hear that you have consented to 
preside over the destioies of Autuo.^ I am glad for 
several reasons ; first, yon are my friend ; second, yon 
are a just man ; third, you are not to be trifled with ; 
fourth, you will be quite near us. You will now have not 
only the mclination to help our people and further their 
afl«irs, bnt Uie duty and the power of doing so. In my 
saUsfactioo at seeing an old acquaintance invested with 
new authority, I am already looking round for objects 
on wluch you may exercise your benevolence. For 
understaitd, I feet so sure of it, that if I fail to find 
anything to ask for, I shall expect you to make me 
a suggestion yourself. Farewell. 

XIX 
Tfl his friend Ptidens 

e. A. D. 47* 
The son of your nurse has eloped with the daughter i 
of nune. It is a shameful acuon, and one which would 
have destroyed our friendly relations, had 1 not learned 
at once that you knew nothing of the man's intention. 
Bnt though you are thus acquitted in advance, you yet 
do not scruple to ask that this crying offence should be 
.allowed to go unpunished. I can only agree on one 
condition: that you promote the ravisher from his 
ori^nal servile state, by changing your relation to him 
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a fn»n that of mtister to that of patron. The woman is 
already free i but she will only be regarded as a lawful 
wife instead of a mere concubine if our criminal, whose 
cause you espouse, ceases to be your dependant and be- 
coines your client, assuming the status of a freeman in 
place of that of a cokamJ* Nothing short of these 
tenns or these amends will in the least condone the 
affrooL I only yield to your request and your pro- 
testation of friendship on condioon that, if as ravisber 
he is not to be bond to Justice, Liberty shall make htm 
a free bridegroom. Farewell. 

XX 

To his friend Pastor 

A. D. 461-7 

1 Your absence from yesterday's business of the 
Municipal Council ' is thought by most to have been 
intentioiial ; they suspea that yoo wished to avoid the 
burden of an embassy which might be laid upon your 
shoulders. I congratulate yon on being so eligible 
a person as to live in constant fear of being elected. 
Your effidency commands my applause, your prudence 
my admiration, your happy fortune my congratulations ; 

2 in fine, I wish no better lot than yours to every friend 
I love as well. Many men are possessed by a detestable 
thirst for popularity j yon see them take the chief 
citizens by the hand, lead them aside from a meeting, 
and embrace them in a comer, [somiung good offices 
for which no one asked ; you see them, in the hope of 
nominadon as public envoys, refuung the usual travdling- 
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allowance,' and insisting on going at thrir own charges ; 
secretly can*assiag every membei in tum, so that when 
the council meets, they may be sure of a unaoimous and 
public invitation. The consequence is that though 3 
iwople are pleased enough to be served for nothing, they 
find it in the long nm pleasanter to choose a more 
modest representative, even at the cost of paying all 
expenses; the self-assertion of the volunteer becomes 
too irksome, ev«i thoogb his tenure of office throws no 
burden on the town. Since, then, the intentions of our 
best citizens are now no secret to you, ac<]uiesce, and 
meet their wishes; you have given proof enough of 
mocfesty ; test the warm feelings of those who invite you. 
Your failure to a[^>ear was put down to your discretion; 
a repetition of such conduct would expose yoa to the 
charge of indilTerence. Remember, too, that if you do 4 
go to Aries, you will be able to greet your venen^le 
mother and your afiectionate brothers on the way ; you 
will greet the natal sral that returns love for love, and 
is doubly delightful when unexpectedly revisited. Then 
think how convenient it will be to see your agent, and 
to get even a passing glimpse of your own home, your 
vines, your olives, your cornfields, and the house itself. 
Though our envoy, you will yet be travelling for your 
own pleasure ; altogether, this journey on city business 
should suit you admirably, and you will be able to 
thank the communis for an excellent chance of getting 
a sight of your own people. Farewell. 
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To his friends Sacerdos and Justinus 

(No indicatioii of date) 

Your udcIc Vjctotius, whose varied learamg and 
erobence we so revered, always wroce with power, 
especially when he wrote ytne. As you know, I too 
ha*e been the servant of the Muses from my youth up. 
You are your uncle's heirs no less in merit than in law. 
But by right of poetry I am as much lus kin as you by 
right of blood ; we ought all of us, therefore, to share 
in the succesuon according to our several affinities. 
So keep the property for yourselves, but hand the poems 
over to me. Parewell. 
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To the Lord Bishop Lupus* 

A.D. 471 

Blzssed be the Holy Spirit and Father of Almighty i 
God diat we have you, father of fathers, bishop of 
bishops and the second James of your age,' to look 
down upon every member of the Church from the 
eminence of your charity, as it were from another 
Jerusalem exalted high as the first ; you, the consoler 
of all the feeble, the counsellor of all men, whose 
trust you so well deseire. And what answer can 
I malce to one thus venerated, I who am as vile dust 
foul with sin ? Suflering deep need of your salutary 3 
converse, yet standing in great awe, I am driven by the 
memory of my guilty life to cry to you, as once that 
great colleague of yours cried to the Lord : ' Depart 
from me ; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.' ^ But if my 
dread is not tempered by love, I fear that I may be 
abandoned like the Gerasenes, and that you may go 
forth from my borders. Rather, for my greater profit, 
will I seek to bind you with the conditional prayer 
of that other leper : ' If thon wilt, thou canst make me 
clean ; ' ^ in which words he both declared his need and 
published abroad his faith. For though you are beyond 3 

* TransUled b^ Chali, i. 449 ; and Gennain, p. 103 f. 
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all doubt lirst of all bishops io the wide world ) though 
ereD the throng of your colleagues submits to the pre- 
n^ative which you enjoy, and trembles at your adTcrsr 
judgement ; though the hearts of the oldest among them 
are as the hearts of little children compared with yours; 
though your hard ngilsin the spiritual warfare at Leiins,' 
and the nine lustres passed in youi apostolic see have 
made you a veteran honoured in the camps of the 
Church, and the captain of our vanguard whom every 
soldier acclaims — yet you never hesitate to leave the first 
line awhile and those who fight before it ; you do not 
desjnse camp-follower and servant, but to the meanest 
of the baggage-train, who for their ignorant simplicity 
still sit beddc the loads of the fiesh, you carry the 
standard of the cross which you have borne so long, 
and to their stricken souls extend the Word, as it were 

4 a hand of rescue. They say, dear veteran leader, that 
yon gather to you even the enemy's wounded, sounding 
the retreat from Sin to Christ after the manner of a con- 
summate trumpeter, and like the Shepherd of the Gospel 
feel more joy over those who abandon the way of despair 
than over those who have never left the path of safety. 

' P norm of all right conduct, column of all virtues, and 
(if a sinfiil man may dare to praise) fimnt of sweetness, 
truest because most holy, you did not shrink from touch- 
ing with the finger of exhortatbn the sores of a most 
desjucable wcMin; you did not grudge the food of 
admonition to a soul frul and fasting, or firom the 
store-house of your deep love refuse me the measure of 

5 the humility I am now to pursue. Pray for me, that 1 
may know at length how vast the burden is that weighs 
upon my shoulders. Wretched man that I am, by the 
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contiinUnce of my transgressions twought to such a pass, 
that I must now intncede for the sins of the peofde — I 
fw wh<Mn their own su^^ Ucations, moie innocent than 
inioe, should hardl3r obtain the divine mercy. How 
shall a »ck man give others medicine X How shall one 
JD a fever presmne to feci a |>ulse that beats more strongly 
than his own P What deserter has the right to sing the 
praise of military science i What lover of high living 
is fit to read a lecture to the abstemious \ Yet I, the 
unwofthiest of men, must preach what I cannot pracdae. 
Condemned out of my own mouth when I do not fullil 
my own injunctions, I must daily pronounce sentenM 
upon myself. But if like a new Moses, not leas, but of 
a later age, you intercede before Our Lord, with whom 
you are daily crucified, for all the multitude of my sins, 
I shall not living descend further into hell, nor longer, 
inflamed by the incentives of carnal sin, light alien flame 
on the altar of the Lord. For one guilty as I, there can 
be no glory to weigh down the scale ; how abundantly 
shall I then rejoice if your prayers avail to rest«e my 
inward man, not indeed to perfect health and its reward, 
but to the healing of die heart's wounds, and pardon. 
Deign to keep me in remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 

II 

To the Lord "Bishop Pragmatiut 



Thk venerable matron Eutropia, known to me as i 
a woman of the most exemplary merit, is in the greatest 
trouble. Frugality and charity dispute her days; her 
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fastings feed the poor ; so watchful is she in Christ's 
service, that sin is all in her which she «Uows to 
slumber. But as if the sorrow of her widowhood 
were not enough, she now linds herself threatened 
with a lawsuit. Her first bstinct in her two-fold 
affliction is to obtain the perfect remedy of your con- 
solation ; if you only see her, she will be equally 
grateful, whether you regard her coming as a short 

2 journey or as a lasting proof uf her respect. Now 
Eutropia is being harassed by the subtleties, to use 
no harsher word, of our »enerable iMWJier the pres- 
byter Agrippinus. He is taking advantage of her 
woman's inexperience, and contiDually troubling the 
serene surface of her spritual nature by windy gusts 
of woridliness. And all the wliile this poor woman is 
bleeding from two fresh wounds which time has added 
to the old deep wound of widowhood ; for her son was 
lirst taken from her, and very soon afterwards her 

3 grandson also. I did my best to compose this matter ; 
a friendship of long standing gave me an old claim to be 
heard, and my sacred calling a new one ; I let them know 
what I thought ; I used persuasion where I could, and 
entreaty at every turn. You may be surprised to leam 
that throuf^out the woman and not the man was the 
first to accept suggestions for agreement. And though 
the father boasts that in his paternal quality he is in 
the best posiuon to serve his daughters interests, 
the daughter herself prefers her mother-in-law's nxist 

4 generous proposals. '^ The dispute, only half aj^ased, 
is now to be carried before you. Pacify the adver- 
saries by your ejuscopal authority, show thar suspicious 
souls the truth, and bring about a reconciliation. You 



DyGoogle 



iMter 11 83 

may take my word for it that the holy Eutropia will 
count it almost victory if even at the cost of heavy 
sacrifices she am escape from litigation. Though two 
families are parties to the c]uanel, I fancy you will soon 
dedde which of them deserves the name of quarrel- 
some. Deign to hold me tn remembrance, my Lord 
Bisht^ 

III 

To the Lord Bishop Leontiuj 

A.D. 47» 

You have not yet seen fit to encourage my first steps i 
in our sacred profession, 01 to pour the rain of heavenly 
doctrine on the drought of my worldly ignorance ; but 
I do not so far forget myself as to expect an equipoise 
in the courtedes which we render to each other. I am 
of small account ; you are easily above me in years, in 
seniority, m the precedence enjoyed by your sec,* in your 
wide learning, in the treasure of your righteousness ; if 
I expected you to notice every letter, I should deserve 
so notice at all. I therefore make no impotabon against 2 
your silence -, these lines merely introduce the bearer, 
and give me the excuse for sending them. If on this 
journey he can only have the assurance of your prompt 
favour, a broad harbour of safety will be open to his 
afiairs. His business relates to a will. He does not 
know the importance of his own documents ; the object 
of his expedition is to get the advice of skilled counsel. 
He will think it the next best thing to winning his case 
if it is proved to be lost 00 its merits ; his one desire is 
to avoid the charge of negligence, and of not sufficiently 
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piQtectiag funily interests. My request on his belulf b 
simply this, that if the bwyers will not deign to give 
him proper advice, jroa should exert the authority of 
your saCTed office ^ to extract it (ram them without 
delay. Deign to keep me to remembrance, my Lord 
Bishop, 

IV 

To the Lord Bishop Lupus 

C. A. D. 471 

I I KKNDXR you the observance always due to the 
inconparable eminence of your apostolic life, still always 
due, however regularly paid. But I have a further 
object, to commend to your notice a long-staoding 
trouble of the bearers, in whose case I have recently 
become interested. They have journeyed a great dis- 
tance into Auvergoe at this unfavourable season, and the 
journey has been undertaken in vain. A female relative 
of theirs was carried ofT during a nud of the Vargi,' as 
the local bandits are styled. They received trustworthy 
ioformation, and following an old but reliable due, dis* 
covered that some years ago she had been brought here 

a before being removed elsewhere. As a matter of fact, 
the unfortunate woman had been sold in open maritet 
before their arrival, and is now actually under the roof 
and the control of my man of afiurs, A certain 
Prudens, rumoured to be now resdcnt in Troyes, 
had attested the contract for the vendors, whose names 
are unknown to us; his Ngnature is to be seen on the 
deed of porchase as that of a soitable witness of the 
transaction. By the fortunate fact of your presence, you 
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wOl be able, if you think fit, to see the parties confrcwted, 
and use yeiu personal influeoce to investigate the whole 
course of the outrage. I gather from what the bearers 
say, that the offence is aggravated by the death of a man 
upon the road as a sequel to the abduction. But as 3 
the aggrieved parties who wish to bring this scand^ous 
aflur to light ar« anxious for the remedy of your 
judgement and for your neighbourly aid, it seems 
to me that it would do less became your character 
than your posi^n to bring about an equitable arrange- 
ment, thus affbrdiug the one side some comfort in 
affliction, and saving the other from an impending 
danger. Such a qualified decision would be most 
bene6cial to all concerned ; it would diminish the 
misery of one party and the guilt of the other, while 
it would give both of them a greater feeling of security. 
Otherwise, in regions and times like these of ours, the 
bst state of the dispute may well prove no better than 
the beginning. Deign to ke^ me in remembrance, my 
Lord Bishop. 

V 
To the Lord Bishop Theoplastus 

(No indication of date) 

Whobvxk bears a letter of mtroduction from me to 
you unconsciously does my business ; by conveying my 
dutiAil regards at the proper moment, he renders me 
a service at least as great as that which he considers 
himself to receive. This is the case with the venerable 
Donidius, who is deservedly to be numbered among the 
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most admirable of mankind. I now recommend to yoa 
his client and servants, who have undertaken this 
journey for die benefit of their patron and master. 
Pray take the weary traTellera under your [KOtection i 
do all you can to help them by your support, your 
hospitality, and your intercession. And if our good 
friend, through inexperience and unfamiliarity with 
public affairs, should in any matter betray his ineffi- 
ciency, conuder the cause of an absent man, rather 
than the personality of his representabve. Dagn to 
. hold me in remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 



To the Lord Bishop Eutroptus 

A.D. 47 J 

I As soon as I learned that the treaty-brealcing nation ' 
had withdrawn within its borders, and that travellers 
were in no furthn' danger of insidioas attack, I held it 
a disgrace to delay the presentation of my respects, for 
fear your fHeiulsbip might grow rusty from my neglect, 
like a sword which is not properly kept bright My 
sole object in sending this letter is to satis^ my anxiety 
as to your health and the success of your aifairs j it is 
my hope that neither the distance which divides us nor 
the long intervals between our meetings may ever diminish 
the friendship once accorded me; it b the homes 
of men which the Creator confines within narrow limits, 

3 not thdr mutual affections. And now I hope your 
BeaUtude will feed my starving ignorance with sharp 
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and salutary discourse ; your exhortations have a way 
of causing mysuc increase and spiritual growth in the 
emaciated inward man. Deign to hold me in your 
remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 



To ^e Lord Bishop Fonteius 
A. D. 472 

If a previous friendship between the older members i 
of two funilies helps the younger in their turn to know 
each other better, then indeed by virtue of such pre- 
existing ties I enjoy a great advantage in now seeking 
your Lordship's more intimate acquaintance. I well 
remember bow powerful a patron in Christ you always 
were to my family, so that I regard myself less as 
making a new acquaintance, than as renewing an old 
one. I will add that the title of tnshop imposed on 
my extreme unworthiness ^ compels me to seek the 
covot of your intercession, that the gaping wounds of 
a seared conscience may at least be closed by your 
healing prayers. While, therefore, I commend to you 2 
myself and those who are dear to me, at the same time 
apologizing for not writing sooner, I implore you to 
sustain my first steps as a novice in this office by those 
availing supplications for which you are so widely re- 
nowned. So shall I owe all to your mediaboo, if the 
immutable mercy of God deign but to change the 
wickedness of this heart of mine. Deign to hold me 
iii remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 
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VIII 

To the iMrd Bishop Graecus 

C. A.D. 472 

I The bearer of this is one who ekes out a bare living 
by commerce; he gaios no profit or other advantage 
from any handicraft or employment, nor does he make 
anything from the cultivatioD of land. He has come to 
be favourably known as an agent and trader ; but a good 
name is all he gets ; the pecuniary advantage goes to 
others. Though his means are small, the general con- 
fidence in him is so great that if he wants to raise 
money for the purchase of a cargo, people are confiding 
enough to trust him on no greater security than their 
experience of his good faith. It is true that I only 
learned these facts while actually writing these lines, 
but that does not make me hesitate to assert them with 
some assurance, (or the sources of the information are 
common acquaintances of his and mine. I recommend 
him to you, then, on the ground of his youth and the 
arduous life he has led. As his name is now entered 
in the roll as Reader, you wiU see that I have had 
to give him in addition to an ordinary introduction as 
citizen, a canonical letter^ as a clerk. I think I am 
right in looking forward to his brilliant success as 
a merchant if he is quick to take advantage of your 
patronage ; hut he must definitely prefer the fount 
of commerce to the icy springs of a municipal career.* 
Ddgn to hold me in remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 

* The paisagc is coirupt. 
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C. A. D. +7» 

The bearer Gallus, made an honest man by retorn- 1 
ing at once to his wife as he was Inddeo, conveys my 
greeting to this letter, and by doing so proves the 
efficacy of your own. For when I opened your 
missive in his presence, he was seized with instant 
compunction, and saw in it not so much a commimica- 
don for me as a condemnation of himself. The result 
was that he immediately promised to go back, made 
his preparations at once, and was off without delay. At 
sight of so rapid a repentance, I conid not confine 
myself altogether to rebuke ; I gave him a few words 
of consolation, for so spontaneous an amendment is Uie 
next best thing to unbroken innocence. A man with 3 
a perfect conscience could hardly have dcme more, 
always supposing him to keep within the range of your 
admonishment ; for even such words of gentle censure 
as I read out to him are in themselves a most powerfiil 
incentive to reform. What, indeed, could be more valu- 
able than a rejranand aiding the sick mind to discover 
within Itself a remedy which the sharp reproach of 
others 'could never find i It remuns for me to ask 3 
a place in those frequent prayers by which yon so 
mightily triumph over every kind of vice ; that as the 
Wise Men of the Gospel returned to thdr own country 
by a diflerent way, so by a new way of life yon may 
lead me home to the land of the blessed. I had 
almost forgotten to mention the point which I 
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could least have afibrded to omit. Convey my thanks 
to the respected Innocentius for so promptly obeying 
youT injunctions. Deign to hold me in remembnuce, 
my Lord Bishop. 

X 

To the Lord Bishop Censorius* 

A.D. 473 

I The bearer is one privileged to hold the rank of 
deac<Hi. Flying with his family from the whirlwind 
of the Gothic devastations, he was carried, as it were 
by the sheer momentum of his flight, into youi temtory. 
Immigrant and destitute as he was, he hurriedly sowed 
a half-^led plot on Church lands in your boliness's 
diocese, and now begs permission to take the whole 
harvest for himself. The poor fellow is a stranger 
whose means are as narrow as his outlook ; but if you 
treat him with the indulgence often granted to the 
humbler among the faithful, that is, if you remit him 
the glebe dues,^ he will think he has done as well as if 
he were yet at work upon his native soil. If only you 
show him the liberality usually accorded to the faithful, 
and abandon your strictly lawful claim on his most 
exiguous crop, be will be fiill of gratitude, and set 
off home royally furnished for the road. Should you 
take the opportunity of his return to send me one of your 
usual gracious letters, all the brethren, aitd I myself, 
will regard it almost as a letter fallen from heaven. 
Deign to hold me in remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 
* Tranilated bf Hodgkin, iL 371. 
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XI 

To the Lord Bishop Eleuthmus 
e. A.D. 472 
I HEREWITH coiDinend a Jew ^ to you, not because i 
I approve a sect peroicious to those involved in its toils, 
but because we ought to regard none of that creed as 
wholly lost so long as life remains to them. For wlule 
there is any possibility of converting them, there is 
always a hope of their redemption. The nature of his 2 
business will be best explained by himself when ad- 
mitted to your presence ; for it would be tmpnident to 
allow discursive talk to exceed the brevity proper to 
a letter. In the transactions and the disputes of this 
present woiid, a Jew has often as good a cause as any 
one ; however much you may attack his heresy, you 
can fairly defend him as a man. Dngn to hold us in 
remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 

xir 
To the Lord Bishop Pattens* 

A.D. 474 

Oni man deems happiness to consist in one thing, i 
a second in another ; ^ my own belief is that he lives 
most to his own advantage who lives for others, and 
does heaven's work on earth by pitying the poverty 
and misfortune of the faithful. You may wonder 
at what I aim in these remarks. At yourself, most 
blessed father, for my sentiments refer especially to you, 
• Partly tiBDiltted by Fertig, Partii, p. 34. 
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who are not content to succonr t>n]y the distress which 
lies within your cognizance, but push your inquiries to 
the very trontiersofGau], and without respect of persons, 

2 consider each case of want upon its merits. Does 
poverty or iufirmity prereot a man from making his way 
to you ID person ? He loses nothing ; your free hand 
anticipates the needs of those whose feet are unable to 
briug them to you. Your watchfiil eye ranges over 
other provinces than your own; the spreading tide of 
your benevolence bears consolation to the straitened, 
however far away. And so it happens that you often 
wipe tears from eyes which you have never seen, because 
the reserve of the absent touches you no less than 

3 the plaints of those near at hand. I say nothing of 
your daily labour to relieve the need of your imptjwished 
fellow countrymen, of your uncea^ng vigils, your pnyers, 
your charity. I pass over the tact with which you 
combine the hospitable and the ascetic virtues, so 
that the king^ is never tired of praising your break- 
fasts and the queen your fasts. I omit your embellish' 
ment of the church committed to your care undl 
the spectator hardly knows which to admire most, the 
new fabric which you erect, or the old which you 

4 restore. I do not mention the churches that rise in so 
many districts und«- your auspices, or the rich additions 
to their ornaments. I dismiss the fact that under your 
admioistration the iaithfiil are increased and multiplied, 
while heretics alone diminish. I shall not tell how 
your apostolic chase for souls involves the wild 
Photinians' in the spiritual mesh of homily; or how 
barbarians once converted by your eloquence pursue your 
track until, like a thrice-fortunate Usher of men, you 
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draw diem up at last om of tbe profound guU^ of nror. 
It may be tnie that some of these good deeds are 5 
not peculiar to you, aad are shared by colleagues ; bat 
there is ooe which is yours, as lawyers say, as a first 
charge, and which even your modesty caooot deny ; it 
is this, that whm the Gothic ravages were over, and the 
crops were all destroyed by fire, you distrftwCed com to 
the destitute throughout dl the nuQcd land of Gaul at 
yonr own expense, thoagh it would have been relief 
plough to our starving peoples if Aik grain had come to 
tbem, not as a free ^ft, but by the usual paths of com- 
merce. We saw the roads encumbned mth your grain- 
cans. Along the Sadoe and Rhdne we saw more than 
one granary which you had entirely filled. The legends 6 
of the heathen are eclipsed ; TKptolemus must yield his 
pride of place, whom his fatherland of Greece deified for 
his discovery of com ; Greece, famed for her architects, 
her sculptors and her amsts, who consecrated temples, 
and fashioned statues, and painted effigies in his honour. 
A doubtful story fables that this son of Ceres came wan- 
dering among peoples savage and acom-fed, and that from 
two ships, to which poetry later assigned the form of 
dragons, he distributedtheunknownseed. Bntyoubrougbt 
supplies from nther Mediterranean shore, and, if need 
were, you would have sought them among the cities of 
the Tyrriienian sea ; your granaries filled not two paltry 
ships, but the basins of two great rivers. If yon dis- 7 
approve, as unsuited to your profession, a comparison 
drawn from the Achaean superstition of Eleusis, I will 
recall instead the historic prescience of the patriarch 
Joseph, \riio by his fore^gfat provided a remedy for the 
famine which had to follow the seven lean years ; I omit 
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for the momcDt his mynic and typical dgnificancc.^ 
But I hold that roao morally as great, who copes with 
a similar disaster without any warning in advance. 

8 I cannot exactly tell the sum of gratitude which all the 
people owe you, inhabit^ts of Aries and Riez, Avignon, 
Orange, Viviers,* Valence, and Trois Chateaux ' ( it is 
beyond my power to count the total thanks of men who 
were fed without having to count out a penny. But for 
the city of Clennont I can speak, and in its nime I give 
you endless thanks ; all the more, chat your help had no 
obvious inducement ; we did not belong to your province ; 
no convenient waterway led to us, we had no money to 

9 ofTer. Measureless gratitude I give you on th«r behalf; 
they owe it to the abundant largess of your grain that 
they have now their own suiGciency once more. If 
now I have properly fidfilled the duty entrusted to me, 
I will cease to be the mouthpiece of others, and speak 
out of my own knowledge. I would have you know 
that your glory travels over all Aquitaine j all pray for 
your welfare, their hearts go out to you in love Euid 
praise, in longing and loyal devotion. In these evil 
times you have proved yourself a good priest, a good 
father, and as good as a good year to men who would 
have deemed it worth whQe to risk starvation if there had 

' been no other means of discovering the measure of your 
generosity. Deign to hold me in remembrance, my 
Lord Bishop. 
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I 

To the Lord Bishop Mtwiertus 

A. D. 474 

RuuoVE has it that the Goths have occupied Roman i 
s<»l ; our unhappy Auvergne is always tiieii gateway on 
every such incursion. It is our &te to (umiah fiiel to theu 
fire of a peculiar hatred, for, by Christ's aid, we are the 
sole obstacle to the fulfilment of their ambition to extend 
their frontiers to the RhOne, and so hold all the country 
between that river, the Atlantic, and the Loire. Their 
menacing power has long pressed us hard ; it has 
already swallowed up whole tracts of territory round us, 
and threatens to swallow more. We mean to resist with 2 
Sforit, though we know our peril and the risks which we 
incur. But our trust is not in our poor walls impaired by 
fire, or in our rotting palisades, or in our ramparts worn 
by the breasts of the sentries, as they lean on them 
in continual watch. Our only present help we find in 
those Rogations ^ which you introduced ; and this is 
the reason why the people of Clermont refuse to recede, 
though terrors surge about them on every side. By 
inauguradoD and institution of these prayers we are 
already new initiates; and if so far we haveelTected less 
than you have, our hearts are affected equally with yours. 
For it is not unknown to us by what portents and 3 
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alarms the city eDtrusted to you by God was laid 
desolate at the dme when first you ordained this form 
of prayer. Now it -was earthquake, shattering the 
outer palace walls with fretjueiit shocks ; now fire, 
piling mounds of glowiog ash upon proud houses fallen 
in ruin; now, amazing spectacle! wild deer grown 
ominously tame, maluag thor lairs in the Tery fbnim. 
You saw the city bring emptied of its inhabitants, rich 
and poor taking to flight But you resorted in our 
latter day to the example shown of old in Nineveh, 
that you at least might not discredit the divine wambg 

4 by the ^tectacle of your despair. And, indeed, you of 
all men had been least jostilied in distrusting the pro- 
vidence of God, after the proof of it vouchsafed to 
your own virtues. Once, in a sudden conflagration, 
your £uth burned stronger than the flames. In full 
ught of the trembling crowd, you stood forth all alone 
to stay them, and lo 1 the fire leapt back before you, 
a sinuous beaten Aigitive. It was miracle,' a formidable 
thing, unseen before and unexampled; the element 
which naturally shrinks from nothing, retired in awe 

5 at yow approach. You therefore first enjoined a fast 
upon a few members of our sacied order, denouncing 
gross offences, announcing punishment, promising rdief. 
You made it clear that if the penalty of sin was nigh, 
so also was the pardon ; you proclaimed that by fre- 
quent prayer the menace of coming desolation might be 
removed. You taught that it was by water of tears 
rather than water of rivers that the (Astinate and raging 
fire could best be exdngiushed, and by Unn faith the 

6 thre«ening shock of earthquake stayed. The multitude 
of tlie lowly fordiwith ftdlowed your counsel, and this 
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influmced persons of higher rank, who had not scrupled 
to abandon the town, and now were not ashamed to 
return to it. By this devotion God was appeased, who 
sees into all hearts ; your fervent prayers were counted 
to you for salvation ; they became an ensample for your 
fellow citizens, and a defence about you idl, for after 
those days there were neither portents to alarm, nor 
visitations to bring disaster. 

We of Clermont know that all these ills befell your 
people of Vienoe before the Rogations, and have not 
befallen them since ; and therefore it is that we are eager 
to follow the lead of so holy a guide, beseeching your 
Beatitude from your own pious Ups to give us the 
advocacy of those prayers now known to us by the 
examples which you have transmitted. Since the Con- 7 
fessor Ambrose discovered the remains of Gervasius 
and Protasins, it has been granted to you alone in the 
West to translate the relics of two martyrs — all the holy 
body of Ferredus, and the head of our martyr Julian, 
which once the executioner's gory hand Ixought to tiie 
raging persecutor from the place of testimony.^ It is 
only fair, then, in compensation for the loss of this 
hallowed relic, that some part of your patronage should 
come to us from Vienne, since a part of our patronal 
saint has migrated thither. Deign to hold us in 
remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 
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To the Lord Bishop Graecuj* 
e. A.D. 472 

T You overwhelm roe, most coDsununate of all Inshops, 
by the praises showered on any unpolished lines which 
I happen to write. Short though luy first letter was, 
I wish I could acquit myself of blame for having told 
you a whole string of things irreconcilable with faa ; 
the tiiith is that a crafty traveller imposed upon my 
mnocence.^ Ostensibly a trader, he persuaded me to 
give him a canonical letter ' as Reader ; and this ought 
certainly to have contained some statement of his in- 
debtedness to others. For it ^ipeared, on subsequent 
inquiry, that by the geoerouty of the people of 
Marseilles, he set out better equipped than one so 
moderately favoured in birth and fortmie had reason to 

2 expect. It makes quite a good story, if I only wielded 
a pen able to do justice to its humours. But as you 
have asked me for a long and diverting letter, permit 
me to relate the manner in which this messengter of ours 
exploited the hosptality of your city. It shall be told 
in a light vein, but I shall be carefiil to say nothing to 
ollend the severity of your ears. You will see that on 
this occasion I really do know the man whom \ intro- 
duce to your oorice for the second time. Us^e per- 
mits a writer to find his subject-matter wherever he canj 
why, then, should I go hi afield, when the man who is 
to bear my letter can himself provide the theme of it i 
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The bearer, then, is a natiTe of ClermoDt, bom of 3 
humble but free parents,- people who made do pretence 
of social standing, but were above all fear of degrada- 
tion to the senile state, and sadafied with means, 
modeiate indeed, but nnencumbeied and amply sd&dent 
for their needs ; it was a family which had chiefiy held 
offices under the Church, and had not entered the 
public service. The father was a most estim^e man, 
but not free-handed with lus children ; he [oeferred 
to serve his son's advantage, instead of ensuring him 
{deasant times in his youth. The resuh was, that the 
[oisoDer escaped to you a little too lightly equipped; 
and this was no small impediment at the outset of his 
adventure, for a Ught purse is the heaviest encumbrance 
OD a journey. Nevertheless he made his first entry ^ 
into your city under the most fevomable aus{nces. 
Your predecessor St.Eustachius recrived him with a two- 
fi^ Uessing mword and deed. He wanted a lodging; 
<me was forthcoming without difficulty on the prelate's 
commendation. HereDtedtfaeroomsinduefonn,entering 
(Mihis tenancy without delay, and at once set about making 
the acquuntance of his neighbours by saluting them 
as often as possible and being civilly greeted in return. 
He treattd all as befitted their several a^es ; re^ctfiil 
to the old, he was always obliging those of his own 
years. He was con«stently temperate and moral, show- 5 
ing qualities as admirable as they are rare \x his time of 
lif^ He was assiduous in paying court to your chief 
personages, and even to the Count of the dty himself; 
alive to every chance, he began by receiving nods, 
went on to acquaintance, and ended in intimacy. By 
this systematic cultivabon of important friendships, he 
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ni{»dly got OD in the world ; the best people competed 
for his company. Every one wisbed him well ; there 
were plenty to offer him good adrice. Private indivi- 
duals made him presents, officials helped him by thdr 
influence. In short, his prospects and his resources 

6 rose by leaps and bounds. It chanced that near the 
bouse where he lodged there resided a lady whose 
disposition and income were all that he could have 
desired ; she had a daughter, not quite marriageaUe, 
bnt no longer a child. He began to attract the girl by 
pleasant greetings, and by giving her (as, at her age, he 
c]uiie properly could) the various trifles and trinkets 
which delight a maiden's fancy ; by such light links he 
succeeded in closely attaching lier heart to his own. 

7 Time passed ; she reached the age of marriage. You 
already guess what happened. This young man, with- 
ont visible relations or substance, a foreigner, a miaat 
who had left home without his father's leave or 
knowledge, demands the hand of a girl equal to 
himself in birth, and superior in fortune. He de- 
mands, and, what is mare, he obtains ; he is recog- 
nized as suitor. For the bishop actively supported 
his Reader, and the Count encouraged his client ; the 
future mother-in-law did not trouble to investigate his 
means ; the bride approved his person. He marriage 
contract was executed, and some tittle suburban |^t or 
other at Clermont was put into settlement and read out 

8 with much theatrical parade. 'Diis legal trick and 
solemn swindle once over, the pauper lover carried off 
the wealthy bfid& He prcHnpdy went into all his 
wife's father's ai^rs, and got together some nice little 
pickings for himself, aided all through the imposture by 
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the credulity of hts easy-going and free-handed mother-in- 
law ; then, and not till then, this incon^rable charlatan 
sounds the retreat and vanishes into Auvergne. After 
he had gone, the mother thought of bringing an action 
against him for the absurd exaggerations in the con- 
tract. Bnt it was rather late for her to begin lamenting 
the exiguity of his settlement, when she was already 
rejoidog at the prospect of a wealth of little grand- 
childien. It was with the object of ^tpeasing her that 
our Hippolytus went to Marseilles when be brought you 
my first letter of introduction. 

That is the story of this accomplished young man, as 9 
good in its way as any out of Attic Comedy or Milesian 
fable. Excuse the excesMve length of my letter i I have 
dwelt upon ereiy detail that you might be fully informed 
in regard to the person whom your generosity has made 
a citizen of your town ; and besides, one naturally has 
a Icindly feeling for those in whom one has taken active 
bterest. You will prove yourself in everything the 
worthy successor of Eustachius if you expend upon his 
clients the personal interest he would like to hare been 
able to be<]ueath them, as yon have already paid his 
relations the legacies mentioned in his will. ' 

And DOW I have obeyed your commands to the full, K 
and talked to the limit of my obligation ; remember that 
one who imposes on a man of small descriptive powers 
a subject catling for great detail, must not complain if 
the response betrays the gossip rather' than the skilled 
narrator. Deign to hold me in remembrance, my Lord 
Bishop. 
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III 
^o the Lord Bishop Megethiut 

ArTEK A.D. 471 

I I HAVX cxmsidered long and carefolly whether I ought 
to s«Dd jrou those short treatises of nuDc,' fer which 
you ask. It required thon^t, though 1117 al^ctionate 
desire to [dease you stran^y prompted me at once to 
comply*; but at last I have decided in your faronr, and 
fbrvard what you wau. Is uot this a great proof of 
docility? great indeed ; but of impudence a yet greater. 
It is almost as bad as txinging water to a river, or wood 
to a forest ; as audacious as oflering ■ pencil to Apelles, 

3 a chisel to Phidias, or a mallet to Polyclitus. I beg 
yon, therefoR, Tcnerable friend, you whose sanctity is 
only equalled by your eloquence, to pardon the pre- 
sumpnoa which submits to your critical judgement these 
products of an irrepressible pea. I am always writing, 
though I pnUid) very little ; much as a dog will keep 
on snarling, though he may never tweak into an open 
bark. Deign to keep me in remembrance, my Lord 
Bishop. 

IV 

To the Lord Bishop Fonteiut 

AVTBR A.D. 472 

I I AH getting quite afraid of introducing people to you, 
for whereas I only give them words, you give them 
presents, as if it were not already the height of privilege 
for a man to leave my sinful company for a conversation 
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so holy as y^urs. I cite id erideace my friend Vindi- 
cius, who is sb laden with your generous gifts that he 
has retumed by slower stages than he went, proclaiming 
everywhere that .high as yonr repute may be, supreme 
as your portion,' your true title to praise lies less in 
your high office than in the voluntary respect of mm. 
He dilates upon your piety, upcn the sweetness and 3 
af&Ue charm of a familiarity nerer too familiar ; he 
declares that your episcopal dignity in no way suflers, 
and that in you the priestly character, like a tall tree, 
may bend but is nerer brolcen. After hearing all 
these eulogies I shall nerer be (^uite happy until God 
su&rs me to clasp in my close presumptuous embrace 
a heart so wholly stayed iq)0n Him. For I will make} 
you a small confession. I can admire a man of an 
austere nature, and because I am very conscious of my 
own weakness can even tolerate harsh treatment from 
hiro; but I feel that one only submits to people of such 
temperament, one cannot really like them. In my 
opinion, the man who is always stem to those about 
him had best be very sure that his conscience is good 
enough to justify his pride j and for myself, I prefer to 
take as my model one who knows how to attract the 
devotion even of those who live leagues away. Great 4 
as your other good deeds have been, nothing that 
I have heard delights me more than the news that the 
stream of your ejnscDpal favour flows, with your un- 
ceasing prayers, towards the true lords of my heart, 
Simplicius and Apollinaris. If this be true, I pray that 
your kind deeds may never have an end ; if false, that 
they may have immediate beginning. I commend the 
bearer to your notice. A troi^lesome buuness has 
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Bishop. , 

To the Lord "•^, ^ . 

10 tut: ^^j^^p Jgjrggfftfj. 



, A "™"C ;;isolutioD of the rftizena has called me to 
Bourges. ^^1,^ reason for the summons is the tottering 
com^uoy ^ ^g Church, which has jusi been widowed 
''' jtr bishop ; members of both orders have been 
'' mguiog for the Taeant see, just as if some bugle 
had souDded for the fray. The people are excited, and 
divided into factions; while only a few are ready to 
propose others, there are many who do not so much 
propose as impose themselves. To a man determined, 
as far as in him lies, to obey God and keep fast the 
truth, everything here seems frivolous, unstable, and 
sophisticated ; one might say that the only genuine 
a thing left is impudence. You may think these laments 
exaggerated; but I scarcely hesitate to afErm that 
there are many here who harbour thoughts so rash and 
ruinous that they are ready to ofler ready money for 
this holy see and all its dignity ; the sale might before 
now have been eflected in open market if the greed of 
the would-be purchasers had found response in vendors 
equal in audacity. I entreat yoo, therefore, to crown 
my hopes by giving me the honour of your presence 
under the same roof, and lending my diffidence, ray 
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embarrassment, and my inexpericDce the shelter of your 
high protection. 

At a ume of such perplexity, do not refuse your Sj 
help in healing the dissensions of the people of . 
Aquitaine ; it is true that yoii are at the head of the 
S^nonais, but that is of small consequence; though 
we live in difierent provinces, we are bound by a single 
relif^ous bond. Besides, Clennont is the last of alt 
the cities in Aquitanica Prima ^ which the' fortune of 
war has left to Rome ; the number of provincial bishops 
is therefore inadequate to the election of a new prelate 
at fiom^es, unless we have the support of the metropo- 
litans. Rest assured that I have in no way encroached 4 
on your prerogatives. As yet I have neither nominated, 
summoned, nor preferred a candidate ; I have left the 
matter absolutely intact for your decision. All that 
I take upon myself is to invite you hither, to await your 
good pleasure, to acquiesce in your opinion, and when 
the throne is filled, to render the proper deference to 
your commands. I do not for a moment suspect that 5 
any bad adviser will dissuade you ftom acceding to 
tfiis request ; but should that prove to be the case, you 
will hardly acquit yourself of blame, though it is easy 
to find reasonable excuses for not undertaking so long 
a journey. On the other hand, your coming will prove 
that though there may be limits to your diocese, your 
brotlKfly love is without bourtds. Deign to hold me 
in remembrance, my Lord Bbbop. 
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VI 
To the Lord Bishop Banliut 

A. a 47»-3 

z God has permitted ns to ^ve this geDcntuMi a new 
example of what old ftiendship means ; ours indeed is 
an attachment of long duration, and equal strength upon 

, both sides. But our respectiTC po»tions are by im 
means equal : jou are the patron and I the client ; 
perhaps, indeed, I presume too ^ in saying even so 
mnch. For so great is my nnworthiness, that even 
the proTcn efficacy of your intercession can hardly 

S make good my backsliding. Because you are doi^y 
my lord and master, firsdy as my protector, secondly 
as my friend; because I so well remember (was 
I not by?) the flow of your eloquence, springing 
from that ferrent zeal of yours, when you pierced 
with the point of your i^Mntual testimoiues Modaharins 
the Goth as he tnandished the darts of Arian heresy 
against you ; because of all this, I need fear no charge 
of disrespect towards other pontiffs when I pour into 
your ears my grief at the ravages of the great wolf of 
our times, who ranges about the ecclesiastical fold bat- 
tening upon lost souls, and biting right and' left by 

3 stealth and undetected. For that old enemy begins 
by threatening the shepherds' throats, knowing it the 
best way to ensure his triumph over the bleating and 
abandoned sheep. I am not so far obliTious of my 
own career as to ignore that I am one whose conscience 
has yet to be washed clean by many tears ; but by 
God's grace my foulness shall at last be cleared away 
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with the mystic rake of yonr intercessioD. But since 
coDsidenttioD for the puUic safety must come before 
eTKytbiiig, cfcn a man's mbsc vi his own miworthiness, 
I ^all not hesitate to proclaim the cause of tntth, dis- 
regarding all insinuati(»i5 about my ranity, or doubts as 
to the Mncerity of my bith. Neither a saint like you 4 
cut fitly here discuss, nor a sinner like mysdf indict, 
the action of Euric ^ the Gothic king in tweaking and 
bearing down an ancient treaty to defend, or rather 
extend by armed force the frontiers of his kingdom. 
It is the mle here below, for Dives to be clothed in 
|Hir]Je and fine linen, and for Lazarus to bear the lash 
of sores and poverty. So long as we walk in this 
allegotic bnd of Egypt, it is the rule that Phara<^ 
shall go with a diadem on his head, and the Israelite 
with the carrier's basket. It is the rule that while we 
are burned in the Aimace of this symbolic Babylon 
we must sigh and groan like Jeremiah for the spiritoal 
Jerusalem, while Assur thunders in his royal pomp and 
treads the Holy of Holies beneath hb feet. Yet when 5 
I compare the tranuent joys of this world with those 
which are to come, I find it easier to endure calamities 
which no mortal may escape. For, firstly, when I con- 
uder my own demerits, all possible trouUes seem 
lighter than those which I deserre t and then know 
well that the best of cum for the inward man is 
br the outward man to be threshed by the flails of 
su0ertng. I must ctraiess that formidable as the 6 
mighty Goth may be, I dread hira less as the assailant 
of our walls than as die subverter of our Christian 
laws. They say that the mere mention of the name 
of Cadwlic so enitntters his countenance and heart 
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that one might take him for the chief priest of his 
Arian sect rather than for the moniirch of his nMion. 
Omnipotent in anns, keen>witted, and in the fiill rigour 
of life, he yet makes this single mistake — he attributes 
his success tn his designs and enterprises to the 
orthodoxy of his belief, whereas the real cause lies 

7 in mere earthly fortune. For these reasons I would 
have you consider the secret malady of the Catholic 
Church that you may hasten to apply an open remedy, 
Bordeaux, P^rigueax, Rodez, Limoges, Javols, Eauze, 
Bazas, Commiages, Auch, and many another dty are 
all like bodies which have lost their heads through 
the death of their respective bishops. No successors 
have been appointed to fill thnr places, and maintain 
the ministiy in the lower orders of the Church; the 
boundaries of spiritual desolation are extended far 
and wide. Every day the ruin spreads by the death 
of more fathers in God ; so pitiful is her state, that 
the very heresiarchs of former times, to say nothing of 
contemporary heretics, might well have looked with 
pity on peoples orphaned of their pontiffs and oppressed 

Sbydesperationatthiscatastropheofcheir faith. Diocese 
and parish lie waste without ministers. You may see 
the rMten roofs of churches fallen in, the doors un- 
hinged and blocked by growing brambles.^ More 
grievoas still, you may see the cattle fhot only lying 
in the half-ruined porticoes, but grazing ^beside altars 
green with weeds. And this desolation is not found 
in country parishes alone ; even the congregations of 

9 urban churches be^n to fall away. TWhat comfort 
remains to the faithful, when not only the teach- 
ing of the clergy pmshes, but^their very roerocay 
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is lost oW of mind \ When a priest departs tliis life, 
not merely the holder of the sacred office dies, but the 
office itself dies with him, unless with his failing breath 
he gives his blessing to a successor.^ What hope 
remains when the term of a man's life implies the end 
of religion in his parish \ If you examine more closely 
the ills of the body spiritual, you will sora perceive 
that for every tnshtq) snatched from onr midst, the 
&ith of a population is imperilled. I need not mention 
your colleagues Crocus and Simplidus, removed aliLe 
from their thrones and suffering a common exile, if 
different punishments. For one of them laments that 
he cannot see whither be is to return ; the other that 
he sees only too clearly where he is to return no more. 
You for your part have about you the most holy 10 
bishops Fauttus, Leontius, and Graecns, enrirooed by 
the city, your order and thdr fraternal !ove. To 
you these miserable treaties are submitted, the pacts 
and agreements of two kingdoms pass through your 
hands." Do your best, as far as the royal conde- 
scension suffers you, to obtain for our Inshops the right 
of ordinadtm in those parts of Gaul now included 
within the Gothic boundaries, that if we cannot keep 
them by treaty for the Roman State, we may at least 
hold them by religion for the Roman Church. Deign 
to bear me in remendirance, my Lord Bishop. 
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To the Lord Bishop Graecus* 

A.D. 474-S 

I Heuc is Araantius ', the nsoal bfarer of m; trifles t 
olF once more to his Marseilles, to bring home a little 
profit out of the dty, if he is fortunate in his business at 
the port. I could use the opportunity of his jonmef to 
gossip gaily on, if a mind that bears a load of sottow 
could at the same time think of cheerfiil things. For 
the state of our unh^)py region is miserable indeed. 
Every one declares that tbbgs were better in war-tiiDe 
than they are now after peace has been C(»iclnded. 

3 Our enskvement was made the price of security for 
a third party i the enslavement, ah ! the shame of it ! 
of those Arvemians who by old tradition claimed 
t«Dtherhood with Latium and descent from the sons 
of Troy ; * who in our own time stood forth alone to stay 
the advance of the common enemy ; who even when 
closely beset so little feared the &ith that they sallied 
out against his leaguer, and put the fear of their valour 
into his heart.^ These are the men whose common 
soldiers were as good as captains, hut who never 
rented the benefit of their victories : that was handed 
over for your consolarion, while all the crushing burden 
of defeat they had to bear themselves. These are 
the patriots who did not fear to bring to justice the 
infamous Seronatus *, betrayer of imperial provinces to 
the barbarian, while the State for which they risked 

* Partly tnuulated by Fertig, Fan ii, p. i& 
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so nrach had hardljr the courage on his convictkm to 
carry out the capital seatence. And this is to be our 3 
reward for braving destitimon, fire, sword, and pesti- 
lence, for fleshing our swords in the enemjr's blood 
and going uorselves starved into battle. This, then, is 
the femous peace ^ we dreamed of, when we tore the 
grass fTom the crannies in the walls to eat ; when in 
our ignorance we oiten by mistake ate pdsonous weeds, 
indiscriminately plndung them with livid hands of 
starvation, hardly less green than they. For all these 
poofs of our devotion, it would seem that we are to 
be made a sacrifice. If it be so, may you Uve to blush 4 
iat a peace without nther honour or advantage. For 
you are the channel through which negotiatt<His are 
conducted. When the king is absent, you not only 
see the terras of peace, but new proposals are brought 
before yon. I ask your pardon fi>r telling you hard 
truths; my distress must take all colour of abuse 
from what I say. You think too little of the general 
good ; when you meet in council, you are less con- 
cerned to relieve public perils than to advance private 
fortunes. By the long repetition of such acts yon 
be^ to be regarded as the last instead of the first 
among your fellow provincials.' But how long are j 
these feats of yours to last? Our ancestors will 
cease to glory in the name of Rome if they have no 
longer descendants to bear their memory. Oh, break 
this infamous peace at any cost; there are pretexts 
enough to your haiuL We are ready, if needs must, 
to continue the stn^gle and to undergo more sieges 
and starvauons. But if we are to be betrayed, we 
whom force failed to cont^uer, we shall know beyond 



_._.,Cooglc 



112 •jBook VII 

a doubt that a baiJtaroQs and cowardly tniisaction was 
inspired by you. ; " 

6 But it little. aT^ls to give the rein to passioiiate 
soiTOW ; you must make allowance for us in our afflic- 
tioD, Dor too i4(icly wd^ the language of despair. 
The other 'cooqEered regions have only servitude to 
expect; AufefJjBe must prepare for punishment. If 
you can h(^ out no help in our extronity, seek to 
obtain of "Heaven by your unceaung [«iiyers that though 
our liberty be^.'doomed, our race at least may live. 
Provide land Ar the exile, prepare a ransom for the 
captive, mike provision for the emigrant. If our own 
walls must o*l?r an open breach to the enemy, let yours 
be nerer shut against your friends. Deign to hold me 
in remembiaoce, my Lord Bishop. 

VIII 

To the Lord Bishop Euphronius 
A.D. 472 

I I AH now held tn the bonds of my clerical duty, 
but I should regard my undistinguished position as 
a veritable blessing if only the walls of our cities were 
as near as the borders of their territories. If that 
might only be, I should consult your holiness ' on all 
things small and great ; my activities would flow like 
a placid and untroubled stream, could they but rise 
from your converse as from a life-giving spring. They 
should never know the froth of vain conceit, or the 
turbid course of pride, or the muddiness of a bad 
conscience, or the falls of headstrong youth ; if defile- 
ment and corrupUon were found in them, they should 
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be washed clean by the dear veb of your counsel. 
But alas ! the distance that cUvides us pierents the 2 
fulfilment of these <Ieures ; I therefore beg you 
to send a representative to advise on a perplexing 
question which has arisen here. The inhabitants of 
Bonrges demand the consecration of the admirable 
Simplicius as their bishop; I wsnt youi decbion 
in the matter. Your consideration for me, and your 
authority over others, are such that you need Dcrer press 
your views ; you have simply to indicate your will, 
^ich is sure to coincide with justice, I must tril 3 
yon that of Simplicius all good is spoken, and by the 
best men in the city. At first I was inclined to view 
this testimony with little &vout ; it seemed to me to 
suggest favouritism. But when I observed that his 
rivds could find nothing better to do than to hold their 
tongues, especially those of the Arian persuasion ; when 
I saw that no invgnlarity could be alleged to his dis- 
credit, though he is only a candidate and not yet in 
orders, I came to the conclusion that a man against 
whom the bad citizen could say nothing and on whose 
behalf the good could never say enough must be re- 
garded as almost a perfect character. But how foolish 4 
I am to make these comments, as if I were giving 
advice in place of asking it ! The clei;gy will act in 
accordance with the decision contained in your letter ; 
the people will acclaim it in the same s[Mrit. We are 
not altogether irrational ; we should not have decided 
to secure, if possible, your present aid, (h* if not, your 
advice, unless we had made up our minds to follow 
your counsel in all things. Deign to hold me in 
remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 
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IX 
To the Lord Bishop Perpetuus* 

A. D. 472 

1 YouK ardour for reli^ous books has given yoa a most 
bdtnate acquaintance with everything written for the 
Catholic faith, whether by the Canonical authors or hj 
the controversialists. You are even carious about pro- 
ductioas unworthy the honour of your attention ; for 
instance, you now wish me to send a copf of my public 
address delivered in the church at Bourges, an oration 
without the orthodox rhetorical diviuons, or emphasis, 

2 or figures of speech to lend it a mofti style and dignity. 
It has none of the qualities of a f nished eloquence ; the 
weight of historical allusion, the enrichment of poetical 
quotation, the sparkling points of dialectic had all to be 
abandoned- I was distracted by the rancorous intrigues 
of the various factions ; my mission occupied all my 
time I the abuses before my eyes were the one and 
only subject for my pen. So great was the company 
of the competitors, that two beiKhes would not have 
held the candidates for the single vacant throne. And 
every one of these was as pleased with himself as he 
was critical of all his rivals. 

3 If the people had not grown reasonable, and sub- 
ordinated their judgement to that of the l»shops, there 
would have been litde chance of effecting anything. 
As it was, one saw small groups of priests whispering 
together in comers, though not a word was uttered 

* Partly translated by Gnliot, Uistoiri dt la Hvilisation 
en R-arta, ed, 1S46, pp. S4E 
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openly, most of them being just as afraid of their own 
order as of every other. The result was that every rae 
was SQSpictous of bis neighbour ; all were induced to 
hear oni proposals without too much difficulty, and 
afterwards to explain them in thnr turn to others. 

Here, then, I append the address. It was written in 4 
two vigils of a single summer night, under no eyes but 
those of Christ ; my haste is, I fear, too obvious fnun 
tmanal evidence for yon to need my assurance that it 



Secular history relates, beloved brethren, that a certain 5 
philosopher ^ used to teach new pupils the discipline of 
keeping silence before the art of speaking. They had to 
sit through five mute years listening to the disputations 
of their fellow students echoing all round them, and not 
even the quickest brains were allowed to anticipate the 
proper hour of recognium. When, after that long reiN«s- 
»oa these pu{Hls spoke at last, the audience could itot 
reiHess a{^use ; for until the nund is steeped mth know- 
ledge there is less credit in displaying what you know 
than in holcUng your peace on tbbgs of which you are 
ignorant. Par other is the position of the indifferent 6 
orator who now addresses you. While he yet walked 
among lamentable pit&lla and wallowing-places of sin, 
the heavy charge of the sacred callmg was laid iqxtn 
him ; and without ever having himself rendered a dis- 
ciple's duty to a master of r^te, he has himself to 
play the teacher of other men. That task b in itself 
impossiUe enough ; it ta made heavier by the diffidence 



» TraniUted by Chsix, ii. a6ff. 
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which I fed at having been selected by your decretal 
letter ^ to choose you a Inshop, while all the time I see 
before me a saintly prelate * worthy of the highest of 
pontifical thrones, one who stands at the head of his 
provioce, and is my supetior in eveiything, in experi- 
ence, b training, in eloquence, in prestige, in seniority, 
and in years. Speaking thus as a junior and pro* 
*incial Ushop, before one metropolitan on the election 
of anotber, I am doubly embarrassed by my lack of 
qualification, and by the odium of presumption which 

7 I may well incur. The responsibility, however, rests 
on you, since you have been rash enough to impose 
upon one deficient in wisdom the task of fiitding you, 
with God's aid, a Inshop wiser than himself, and com- 
iHniag in a single person a host of difTerent virtues : 
you must be well aware that honourable though the 
task may be, it is yet more clearly onerous. I would 
have you in the first instance reflect to what a crushing 
burden of criticism you subject me, requiring a perfected 
judgement from a beginner, and right guidance from 
one who hitherto has shown you nothing but his falli- 
tnlity. Since, however, this has been your will, I 
entreat your prayers, that I may really become all that 
you now suppose me to be, and that if I am to be 
exalted to the skies, it may be not by your plaudits but 
by your supjJications. 

8 But first you ought to know on what Scylla-rocks ^ 
of slander, on what barking mouths (alas ! that they 
should be human) I have been driven by the tempestuous 
fiiry of those who seek to bring you into discredit. Evil 
manners have this power ; they allow the offences of 
the few to disfigure the innocence of the multitude, 
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whereas the good are too rare to communicate their 
rinues to the many, and so to palliate th«r crimes. 

If I name a monk to you, were his austerities to 9 
rival those of a Paul, an Aatoay, a Hilarion, or a 
Macarius, my ean will at once be deafened by the 
CMifiised outcries of ignoUe pygmies who will object 
in these terms ; * The man you nominate is trained not 
for a bishop's but for an abbot's work, and better fitted 
to intercede for souls before the celestial Judge than for 
their bodies before the judges of this world.' Now 
who could keep his patience, hearing singleness of heut 
besmirched by such imputation of imaginary defects i If 10 
we choose one <listinguished for humility, he will be 
called an abject ; if, on the other hand, we propose 
a man with self-respect, he will be set down as 
arrogant ; if our choice be one of small learning, his 
ignorance will make him fair game ; if he be erudite, 
be will be declared conceited. If he is austere, all will 
shrink from an inhuman creature ; if indulgent, they 
will blame his lenience. If he is simple, he will be an 
oaf; if clever, a sly fellow. Is he diligent ? hemustbe 
superstitious. Is he easy-going i he stands convicted 
of negligence. Does he love a quiet life^ he is a 
coward. If our candidate is abstemious, he becomes 
a skinflint^ if charitable with hosjntality, a glutton; 
if with hsaag, one vain of his austerities. A free 11 
manner will argue vice ; a modest one contemptible 
rusucity. They mislike the stem man for his severity, 
and depreciate the alfaUe for making himself cheap. 
And so, whichever of two virtues may adorn his life, he 
will be caught on the two-barbed hook of the malicious 
tongues whose points pierce all good qualities. Besides 
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all this, the people in their perversity, and the dei^y io 
their love of licence, are eqtuU; aTerse from the idea of 

la If, instead of a monk, I take a member of the secnlar 
clergy, hia. juniors will be consomed with a jealousy 
which his seniors will openly express. For among 
the clergy there are not a lew — I may say this without 
ofbnce to the rest — in whose eyes seniority counts 
before merit ; they would like us to ctuisider age alone 
and disregard efficiency, as if meie length of life were 
the one qualification for the highest office in liie priest- 
bood, and the prerogative, the amenity and charm of 
personal accomplishments wore to count for nothing. 
On this principle a few individuals strive to direct the 
Cfanich, tkongh they are so old that diey will soon need 
direction themselves — po-soos remiss in ministration, 
prompt in oUoquy, indolent in a&iis, busy in faction, 
weak in charity, sturdy in intrigue, steady in foud, 
vacillating in judgement. 

13 Enough: I will not sdgmatize the many for the 
machinations of a few ; I only add this, that I shall 
mention no names. Wboever looks aggrieved proclaims 
his own discomfiture. I may freely admit that the 
muhitnde surrounding me to-day includes many of 
efHscopal ability. But then, all cannot be bishops. 
Every roan of them may be satisfied with bis own 
particular gifts, but n<HK has ^fts to satisfy us all. 

14 Suppose I were to nominate one who had followed 
an administrative career, I can imagine the storm of 
disapi^oval : * Sdonius was transferred to the Church 
(mt of the great worid, and because of this is reluctant 
to accept a cleric as metropolitan ; he looks down on 
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every one from the height of his distioguished birth and 
the great offices he has held ; he despises Christ's poor.' 
Now therefore, in fiilfihnent of the trust imposed upon 15 
me. Dot so much through the esteem of the well disposed 
as through the susptcioDS of the slanderous (Almighty 
God iiveth, the Holy Spirit, who by the roice of Peter 
condemned Simon Magus ^ for thinking to buy for gold 
the glory of the blessing), I testify that in the man 
whom I have chosen as suited for your needs I have con- 
sidered neither money nor influence; I have weighed 
to the last scruple every circumstance aSecang bis own 
person ; the times in which we live, the respective 
needs of city and province, and I decide that the man 
most fitted for this office is he whose career I shall 
now Iniefly relate. 

He is Simplicius, on whom a blessing already rests. 16 
Hitherto a member of your order, but henceforth of ours, 
if God approve him through your voices, he answers 
by conduct and profession, so well sadsfying the claims 
of both, that the State will find in him one to admire 
and the Church one to love. If birth is still to com- 1 7 
maud respect, as the Evangelist teaches (for St. Luke, 
beginniog his eulogy of St. John,' conuders it of the 
highest mnment that he ^rang from a line of priestly 
tradition, and exalts the importance of bis family before 
celebrating the notality of his life), I will recall the 
fact that his relatives have presided alike over the Church 
and the tribunal. His family has been distinguished - 
in either career by many bisht^ and prefects ; it had 
become almost th«r hereditary privilege to administer 
the divine and human laws. If we scrutmize rather 18 
more narrowly his personal (jualifications^ we shall 
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find him conspicuous junoog the most reelected. You 
may say that the illustrious Encheiius and Pannychius 
stand higher; they may hare been so regarded, but 
on the present occasion they are excluded by the canon, 
bccaase each of them has married again. Turning 
to his age, we £nd that be has at once the ngoui of 
youth and the caution of raatunty; comparing his 
talents with his acquirements, we see nature and learning 

19 rivalling each other. If we ask whether he is given 
to hospitality, we find him gerteroos to a fault, lavishing 
bis substance on all men miall and great, \riiether they 
are cloics, laymen, or strangers, and entertaining those 
most of all who are least likely to return his kindness. 
When an embassy had to be undertaken, raore than 
once he has represented his dty before barbaric kings 
in fiirs, or Roman emperors in purple. If you ask 
from what master he learned the rudiments of the 
faith, I will make the fvovertial response : < the source 

20 of knowledge flowed for him at home.' ' Lastly, let 
us not forget, beloved brethren, that this is he whom 
the barbarians held in darkness and duresse, and for 
whom God flung wide the prison gates with all their 
bolts and bars. This is the man n^wnt, if report be 
true, you yourselves once with a single voice called to 
the piesthood before bis &thei^in-law or iather; bat 
he returned home covered with glory because he pre- 
ferred to be honoured in his parents' dignity rather than 

31 in his own. I bad almost overlooked a point which 
should under no circumstances have been omitted. In 
the days of oM time, as the Psalmist tells,' all Israel 
heaped ofterings at the feet of Bezaleel in the desert 
for dte erection of the Tabernacle of the Covenant. 
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Afiorwaids Solomon, to build his temple in Jenisatem, 
exhausted the whole strength of his people, though he 
had not merely the riches of Palestine and the tribute 
of SDJTOunding kingdoms, but in addition the treasnres 
of the Queen of Sheba at his coramaiMl. But Stm^- 
dus built a church alone out of his own slender 
resources, when he was still a young ofEdal under 
paternal control, and already burdened with the ex- 
penses of a family. Neither consideration of his 
young children nor the steady opposition of his parents 
could divert him from the fulfilment of his vow ; it 
was his way to do good works, and hold his peace 
about them. For unless I misread his character, he 22 
is one to whom all popularity is abhorrent; he does 
not court every man's good opinion, only that of the 
worthiest; it is not his custom to make himseli 
common by undiscriminating fanuliarity, but rather to 
enhance his value by according his friendship only 
after the most careful thought. His is a manly nature 
which would rather help than please a rival, compar- 
able in this to that of the stem father, who thinks more 
of his children's real advantage than of their present 
comfort. He is a man constant in adversity, loyal 
in danger, unassuming in prosperity ; of simiJe tastes 
. in dress, a^ble in conversation, never pairing himsdf 
forward among his friends, but in discussion easily the 
first. A friendship of which he knows the wordi he 
will pursue with ardour, hold with constancy, and nev« 
abandon; on the other hand, a dedared hostility he 
pursues with honourable frankness, not believing in it 
till the last moment, and laying it down at the earliest. 
Extremely accessible just because he seeks nothing for 
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himself, he dcured Dot so much to assume die piesly 

33 hood as to prove himselF worthy to hold it. But 
some Ode will say : * How did you learo so much about 
him in so short a time ? ' My answer is that I made 
acquaintance with men of Bourges long befme I knew 
their dty. I have travelled with some and served with 
others ; many I have met m al&irs of business or in 
debate % many when either they or I were away from 
our several countries. Moreover, a short cut to know- 
ledge of a man is given by the general o[Hnion about 
him, since nature does not confine our reputations 
within such narrow limits as our abodes. If, then, 
a city is to be judged less by the drcuroference of 
its walls than by the merit of its inhabitants, I could 
not fail to discover, before your town was known to 
me, not only what manner of men you ace, but where 
you stand in the world as well. 

34 The wife of Simplictus belongs to the Palladian 
family, which alike in the schools and in the Church 
has occupied the chief seats with the qiprobation of 
its own order. To speak of a woman's life demands 
both delicacy and reticence ; I will only say here that 
this lady has shown herself worthy of the ecclesiastical 
dignity enjoyed by her two families, both that in which 
she was bom, and that into which she married. She 
is associated with her husband in the education of thnr 
sons on sound and careful principles; so that the 
father, comparing them with himself, is all the hap[rier 
for the discovery that he is already being surpassed. 

35 You have sworn to abide by my humble advice in 
this election ; the spoken Unds no less fast than the 
written word. I pronounce, then, in the name of the 
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Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit that Siin[dic)iis is 
the man whom you are to chooK as the head of the 
Church in your city, and as Metropolitan of our jvovince. 
If yon agree with this my new proDouDceraeiit, gi*e it 
die applause which your old prmnise d 



X(XI> 
To the Lord Bishop Graecus 

A.D. 474 

I INTT the fortune of my habitual messenger who i 
has the chance of seeing you so often. Nor do I con- 
fine my enTy to Amantius ; ^ I am jealous of the very 
letters opened by the hands, and perused by the eyes 
ndiich I so much revere. Alas! penned as I am 
within the narrow enclosure of half-bumed aud ruinoos 
walls, with the term of war at the gates, I am never 
allowed to satisfy my longing to greet you again. 
Would that the state and prospects of Clermont were 
such as to make our exctues for not meeting leas 
excusable I It is the hardest stroke of all that the 3 
very pumshment of our old lapses from justice should 
become our justificatian. My salutations rendered, 
I DOW eamesdy beg you to release me ftom my duty of 
paying you a visit i I must discharge the debt as well 
as I can by letter. If peace ever nukes the roads 
secure again, your only fear need be that I shall present 
myself so often as to become in fiiture a mere nuisance. 
Deign to bold me in rememWance, my Lord Bishop, 
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XI (X) 
"To the Lord 'Bishop Auspicms 

A.D. 473 

I If the state of our country and our times allowed 
me freedom, I should not ke^ up my frieodships by 
the poor expedient of correspondence. But since the 
stonns aroused by the shock of kingdoms confound all 
hopes of fraternal peace and ^uiet, let us retain in 
separatioD that constant exchange of letters so long 
ago devised for the solace of absent friends, and 
approved by the example of antiquity. You must 
for^ve one who so reveres you the rarity of his visits ; 
but the unbroken enjoyment of your sainted converse 
is denied him by the menace of formidaHe neighbouis 
and by the delicacy of his relations with his own pro- 
tectors.^ On these pmnts I need say no more : I have 

a already said too much. This letter introduces to you 
the bearer Peter, a man of tribunician rank ; he person- 
ally pressed for the introduction, and will be better 
able to explain his business orally. I beg that the 
sight of this page from me may secure him your 
support, in so far as may be consistent with jusbce ; 
it is not my custom to urge even my friends' claims 
unfairly. Deign to hold me in remembrance, my Lord 
Bishop. 

XII 

To his friend [Tenandus] Ferreolus 

c. A.D. 479 

I If, disregarding our friendship and reladons, I had 

con^dered only your rank and position, your name 
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would have taken its proper place at the beginning 
of this small work, and the dedication would have 
been yours. My pen should have recounted the curnle 
chairs of your ancestors and the htfulae of thor patridaa 
dignity ; it should not have omitted the twice repeated 
prefecture, or refused to herald with due praise your 
great Syagriua for three times changing the heralds of 
his office. It should have proceeded to celebrate your 
father and your uncles, whom it were impossible, indeed, 
to pass in silence ; and however worn by transcribing 2 
the long roll of your ancestral triumphs, it should not 
have been so spent by the unfolding of your genealogy 
as to grow too blunt for the record of your own achieve- 
ments. Why even if the recital of your ancestral 
glories had dulled it, that of your great personal 
qualities would lend it a new pcnnt. In place of all 
this, it is determined to pay you here conspicuous 
homage and, leaving your past career to speak for 
itself, to consider rather what you are UMlay. It has 3 
passed over your administration of the Gauls when 
they were sull at their greatest extent. It has been 
silent on the eiEcacy of your measures against Attila 
the enemy on (he Rhine and Thorismond the guest 
of the Rhfine, and on your support of Aetius the 
Liberator of the Loire. It has not related the dragging 
of your chariot by cheering provincials, whose fervent 
applause proclaimed their gradtude for the prudence 
and the foresight with which you handled the reins 
of power -, since you ruled the Gauls with such wisdom 
that the exhausted proprietor was relieved from the 
unbearable yoke of taxes. It passed over the address 
with which you influenced the savage Gothic king' 
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by a language Ueodiog grace with granty and astue- 
IKSS, a language unfamiliar in his ean, causiDg him to 
withdraw from the gates of Aries by a baoquet, where 
Aedus conM not hare succeeded t^ force of arm*. 
4 All this it fc«boie to dwell upon because it was my 
hope that you might more fitly find a place among the 
bishops than the senaton; I deemed it more appro- 
[niate that your name should be found amrag the perfect 
of the Lord than among the [vefects of Valendnian. 
Malice need not misconstnie your inscttiaD among the 
priests; only great ignorance can hold that a man 
could lose rank thereby. Just as at a public banquet 
(iie last guest at the first table takes pvcedence of 
the first guest at the second, so in the ^nion of all 
reasonable men the least of the religious is beyood 
dispute above the holder of the highest oiGce. I ask 
your prayers on my behalf. 

XIII 

To Atf friend Sulpiciut 

c A. D. 470 

I Your son Htmerius die priest,' of whom I had 
hitherto leen little but beard much, his rqnitation being 
wide, came to Lyons not long ago from Troyes, and 
(iiere I bad a hunied opportunity of forming an opnion 
of him. In character he reminds me of the sainted 
Lupus, the foremost of our Gallic bislK^ master of 
his sacred profession, and authcH* of his rank within 

3 it. Just God ! how charming is his way of enouncing 
his views, whether he is urging or debating any given 
course of action ! Wth what pobt he speaks when 
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asked his advice, with what sweetness when be has 
resort to that of othets ! He is aa enthusiast for letters, 
■boTC all for sacred literature, in which he ever avoids 
the froth of verbiage and chooses the substantia] marrow. 
The end of his every actioD is Christ's service ; if he 
accderates or delays, it is for that. It is a thing at 
ODce wooderfol and admirable, that although he is always 
tranqui] he does nothing idle. Fasts are a joy to him, 3 
yet lie does not abjure the social board ; the way of the 
cross keeps him faithfiil to the first, love of his kind 
inclines him sometime* to the last In either case 
he uses the utmost moderation; when he dines, he 
mortifies his a]^iet)te ; when he &3ts, it is without vain- 
gjoiy. On othCTS he showers bvours, but is reluctant to 
accept theirs ; and when his turn to receive an equivalent 
comes, prefers that the debt should remain un[>ud. 
It is his way to give his infmors precedence at table, 4 
orincoimcil,orwhentraveiliog; this makes his superiors 
in rank delight to follow his example, and place them- 
selves below him when they can. In intercourse with 
others he shows the utmost tact. The stranger is put 
at his ease; the feelings of a friend are never hurt. The 
ovet'^redulous are not placed in false podtions, nor 
are the curious rebul&d. Suspicion he meets without 
malice ; he does not say hard thjngs of knowledge, or 
treat ignorance with contempt. %a, the Church he has 
the sim^ity of the dove, id the world the wisdom of the 
snpent. ..In his dealings with the good he has a name for 
prudence, with the bad for caution ; but with neither 
does he resort to guile. Enough : he seemed to 5 
me your second self, reproducing in the most charm- 
ing manner all your moderation, your jnety, your 
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ftankoess, jraur modesty, the suiveme purity of a senu- 
tive and delicate nund. So that in future you can enjoy 
your privftcy, aod retire from the world as much as ever 
you like, liDce my bwthepfinneriaswiih his gnuulsire's 
uune, his father's looks, and tht^sagc qualities of both 
will alvrays be at' «^ di^Ktsal. Farewell. 

XIV 
To his friend Pbiiagrius 

■r. A. D. 470 

1 A SHOKT while since at a large gathering of the 
principal persons here, some one mentioned your name. 
All were unanimons in sounding your pruses, though 
one esteemed you for one quality and a second lor 
another, llien certain individuals took on diemselves 
to claim a more intimate acquaintance, on the ground 
that they saw you Irequratly. That made me 6are upj 
I could not for a moment allow tt to be said that one 
distinguished in all kinds of letters is better known 
by hb countriM neighbours than by men of culture 

2 living a great distance away. The discussion was 
carried further; some present argued the point with 
obstinacy, for it is characteristic of stupid people that 
they are easily proved wrong, but very hard to silence. 
I stood my ground, and maintained that tt might 
indeed be trying for such a man's cultured friends to 
be deprived of his society, but that all the same it 
was endurable ; their brains and th«r pens gave them 
access to the remotest province where the need of 
culture was felt, while the unlettered fellow citizen was 
always a stranger within the gates. It was matter 
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of frequent experience, I said, for mea of educatioii, 
separated hj wide distances, to conceive for each other 
an esteem as great as any which can be produced by the 
most assiduous of personal relations. That being so, 
they had better leave off exaggerating the effect of 
unavwdable separations, for they only showed that they 
thought more of face than character. People may 3 
argue, if they like, that matter, not mind, makes the 
man,^ but I am at a loss to find anythmg to wonder at 
in the human race, viewed corporeally, for its limits 
are so narrow, however wide its range of action; by 
the conditions of its Inrth, it is the most miserable 
and helpless of all that sees the light. The ox has 
his hairy coat, the hoar his bristles, the bird its 
feathers; and in addition, these creatures have arms 
for offence and for defence in their horns and tusks 
and daws. But man's limbs are such poor things 
that they seem to have been flung at random into the 
world, not brought into it by intelligible laws. For 
other animals broad-bosomed Nature, like a true mother, 
provides all manner of protecuon ; the human body she 
just casts forth, to ^ve it thenceforward the st^motfaer's 
indifiereot usage. To me, who hold that your mind 4 
is greater than your body, the contrary supposition is 
untenable ; it would be ridiculous, on that hypothesis, 
that man should be difierentiated by possession of a 
reasoning mind from beasts unable to distmguish the 
true from the false. I should like to ask those who so 
absurdly judge friends by appearances instead of in- 
vestigaticm, what remains when they have even in the 
slightest degree impaired die dignity of the human soul, 
what after that they find so eminent and admiraUe 
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5 ID man ? Is it height .' that is often a cfssHtj wan 
ap[Hx>priate in a beam. Is it strength i that rrigns mofc 
mighdly id the lion's unewy neck. Grace of feature ? 
the clay of the statue aod the wax of the portrait ^ hdd 
its impress better. Is it speed } for that, dogs are more 
justly famed than we. Vigilance I for that prize the 
owl competes. Is it strength of voice i the ass's bray 
is londest. Industry ? therein, on its ^y scale, the ant 

6 fears no comparison. Do they allege keenness of sight i 
how absurd I as if the eagle's vision were not far above 
that of man. Keenness of hearing ? as if the coarse- 
skinned swine were not his rival Keenoess of scent ? 
as if in that the vulture were not siqtreme. Discern- 
ment of taste i as if there we were not far behind the 
monkey. I need hardly tronble to speak of touch, our 
fifth sense ; the philosopher shares it with the wonn. 
Why speak of the carnal appetites ? the man's lust is 

7 sadslied in the same way as that of the brute. And 
this poor thing is the humanity, pamded and tricked 
out by fools who give themselves airs «)d flout nte 
because they know you more or less by sight! But 
I have always before my eyes a Philagrius other than 
thdrs, a Philagrius who would not be himself if I 
saw him and he did not speak. The whole argument 
recalls to me a certain well-known remark, made on 
a different kind of occasion, it is true, but neverthe- 
less to our p<nnt: 'The son of Marcus Cicero was 
speaking, and Rome did not even know who be was.' * 
For accorapli^unents of mind bring with them dignity, 
worth, and the pre-eminence recognized by universal 
consent, and by their means alone man gradually attains 

8 the heights of merit. First you have the animal frame, 
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which by viitue of its fbnn excels fbrmless matter. 
Above that comes the body, possessing inteUigeuce. 
And above the iiiteUig«)ce of beasts rises the miod of 
man. For as mere flesh is below life, so mere Uie 
is below reason, of which the Creator has made our 
substance alone capable, and not the substance of 
animals. Yet how variously contUtioned is the human 
mind 1 There are souls which are rational indeed, but 
by reason of slowness and dull wits u« spumed by 
others which see farther and more clearly. In lilu 
maimer, there are souls which, having only a nataral 
understanding, accept the superiority of those more 
enlightened than themselves. When I conuder these 9 
gradations I always have before my mind's eye the 
Philagrius whom a similarity of tastes has made, poten- 
tially at least, my friend. However popular you may be, 
with the worthiest among us, no roan has a clearer insight 
into your inner nature than he who strives outwardly to 
imitate you. And how closely I for my own part try 
to follow yon in your inclinations, the rest of this letter 
shall reve^. They say you like quiet people ; I go 10 
iuidier, and like the idle. You shun barbarians because 
of the bad name they bear ; I avoid them even when 
they bear a good one.* You are ardent in study ; I do 
not sufler a natural indolence to hold me back. You 
act up to yonr religion ; I only seem to do so. You do 
not covet your neighbour's goods ; I hold it sufficient 
gain not to lose my own. You love the society of the 1 1 
learned ; to me the bigger the crowd of the unlettered, 
the vaster is the solitude. You are said to be of a 
cheerfiil countenance; I hold that every tear shed on 
earth except in prayer is vuo. You are reported to 
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be ^Tcn to hosptality ; my poor table, like the cave 
of Polyphemus, rejects no possible guest You are 
indulgent with your sorants ; it ts no torture to me that 
mine are not tortured for each trinal fault committed. 
13 Is it your view that a man should fast on alternate 
days \ I am with you. That he should dine \ I am 
not ashamed to anticipate you there, IF Providence 
would grant me a sight of yon, I should be as delighted 
as only he can be to whom even your smaller traits are 
familiar ; with your greater qualities I am of course 
thoroughly acquainted. So that if I ever do manage to 
see you face to face, I shall hardly know you any better 
than I do now, though I may gain a new pleasure in 
existence. Farewell. 

XV 

"To his friend Salmius 

f. A. D. 470 

1 EvxRT time I go to Vienoe, I would give a great 
deal if yon and your brother stayed more frequently in 
the town, for we three are alt umted not only by the 
ties of friendship but by those of a common literary 
interest^ But your brother eludes my reproaches by 
pretending the visits he has constantly to make to his 
suburban property, so that he is never [»esent to stand 
on his own defence ; you in your turn find a similar 
excuse, as one possessed by a newly-acqured posses- 

2 sioo. Be all this as it may, come this time, and I will 
let you go on condition that you both promise to come 
again, either in turn, or [together ?] at some later time. 
You may live in the country and be model cultivators ; 
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but not till you give more labour yet to the Church 
which you love, will you bring increase to the true land 
of your souls. Farewell. 

XVI 

Tfl Abbot Chariobaudus 
A.D. 477 

In aUeviating by a tetter of condolence the trouble of i 
an absent friend, O my one patron in Christ, you 
have acted like your benevolent self. May your 
thoughts ever turo to me thus ; may this inter- 
minable chain of anxieties which your exhortations 
have worn down be finally broken by your prayers. 
I think your freedmen have concluded the business on 2 
which you sent them, and are on their way home ; they 
have done everything with such energy that they never 
required any aswstance. I send you by them a cowl for 
nightwear, thoagh I admit that the end of winter, with 
summer in sight, is not quite the right time to send you 
woollens. When you are exhausted by long fasting, it 
shall give you proper protection as you pass from your 
bed to Vigils and back again. Farewell. 

XVII 
To his brother Folusianus 

A.D. 477 

You ask me, my lord brother, by the law of friend- i 
ship which none may infringe, to set my long inactive 
fingers to the old forge. I ua to write a sad funeral 
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dirge for the sainted Abrahain,' newly departed this li&. 
I shall not fail to obey, moved alike by your authority, 
and even more by the devotion of the noble Count 
Victorius, tny patron according to the world, my son 
according to the Church, whom I honour as a client, and 
love as a father. He gave abundant proof of his ardent 
solicitude for the servants of Christ, when by the sick 
priest's couch he humbJed his dignity and bent his body 
low above the dying, his own face sympathetically 
paling with that already colourless by the approach of 
death ; while his tears betrayed his deep feeling for the 
2 friend he was to lose. He has in»sted on taking 
the iuneral almost entirely upon himself and defraying 
all the expenses reqiured for the due obsequies of a 
priest ; to complete the honour due to the memory of 
the departed, I can only contribute these few words, 
confining my pen to a pldn testimony of a mutual 
aflection. 

*'AtH^am, worthy to stand beside the celestial 
patrons whom I shall not fear to call thy colleagues, 
dnce they are gone before on the path which thou 
shalt follow ; a share in the martyr's glory gives a share 
in the kingdom of heaven. Bom by Euphrates, for 
Christ thou didst endure the prison, chiuns, and hunger 
for live long years. From the cruel King of Susa^ thou 
didst fly, escaping alone to the distant land of the West. 
Marvels bom of his holiness followed the steps of the 
confessor; thyself a fugitive, thou didst put to flight 
the Sforits of evil. Wherever thy footsteps passed, the 
throng of Lemures cried surrender; the exile's voice 
bade the demons go forth into banishment. All sought 
* The ver«e« are tnuitlated by Fertig, Put ii, p. 45. 
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thee, yet didst thou yield to no vain ambition ; the 
hooours acceptable in thy dght were those that brought 
the heaviest burdens. Thoa didst shun the tumult of 
Rome and of Byzantium) and the walls of the city that 
warlike Titus txeached.^ Not Alexandria held thee, 
not Antioch ; thou spumedst Byrsa, the bmed home 
of Dido.' Thou didst contemn the populous lands of 
Ravenna by the marshes, and the city named ftom the 
. woolly swine.^ But this comer of earth was {^easing to 
thee, this poor retreat, this hut roofed with reeds. Here 
didst thou rear a sacred house to God, thou whose own 
frame was already itself His temple. Here ended thy 
wanderings, here thy life's course; now thy labours 
are rewarded by a twofold crown. Now dost thou 
stand in Paradise amid the thousands of the Saints, 
with Atvaham for thy fellow wanderer. Now art thou 
entered into thirK own land, from which Adam fell ; 
now lies thy way dear to the sources of thy native 
stfeam.'* 

With these lines I have paid, as you desired, the last 3 
observance due to him who is now laid to rest. But if 
it b the duty of those who yet live, of brothers, friends 
and cmnrades, to obey the commands of brotherly affec- 
tion, I shall make you a request in my turn : I would 
beg you to use the prirKiptes with which you are so 
eminently endowed for the consolation of the dead 
man's followers, confirm by the discipline of Lerios or 
of Grigny'' the shaken rule of a brotherhood now cast 
adrift without a leader. If you find any insubordinate, 
see to it in person that they ate punished; if any 
obedient, give them praise from your onra lips. The 
holy Aiutanins is presumed to be theit head ; but he, as 
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you well know, is too infirm of body and of too diiGdent 
a character, and more fitted to obey than to command. 
He himself insists that you should be called in, that in 
succeeding to the headship of the house, he may have 
the support of your overheadship ; for if any of the 
younger monks should treat him with disrespect, as one 
lacking alike in courage and experience, thanks to you, 
a joint rule would not be ^ghted with impuoi^. I say 
no more. If yon would have my wishes in a few 
words, they are these ; I desire brother Auxaoius to 
be abbot over the rest, and you yourself to be above 
the abbot. Farewell. 

^ XVIII 
"To his friend Constantius 

c. A.D. 479 

I ' With you my work began, mth you it shall nid.'^ 
I send the volume for which you asked, but the choice 
of letters has been rather hurried. I could only find 
comparatively lew; I had not preserved any number, 
never having contemplated their appearance in this form. 
Few and trivial as they are, I was soon done with 
them; though when I had once started, I found the 
love of scribbling hy no means dead within me, and 
that I was keen to balance any deficiency in their 
number by an addition to their length. 

3 At the same time, I thought that if it was to ottratt 
so fine a critic, the book would be handier and need 
less apology if you had a smdler wdght of parch- 
ment to deal with, »Qce in pans there was a certain 
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li^taess of style and subject which nught ^tc you 
cause of oftnce. I theiefbre submit to your judge- 
ment these maDifold emotions of my heart, well aware 
that a book as surely reflects a man's mind as a minor 
bis hfx. A few of the letters preach, a number con- 
gratulate; some offer advice, others consolation; not 
a few are humorous. 

If here and there you find that I show unexpected 3 
heat, I would have you know that while Christ is 
my defender I will never suffer my judgement to 
be enslaved; I know as well as any one that with 
regard to this side of my character there are two 
Ofanions : the tunid call me rash, the resolute a lover 
of freedom ; I myself strongly feel that the man 
who has to hide his real opinions cuts a very abject 4 
figure. To return to my original subject. If you ever 
allow yourself a rest from your unending studies in 
religious Uteiature, these tiivialities should afford you 
innocent distraction. There is here no interminable 
theme to weary you ; each subject ends with its contain- 
ing letter ; you can see where you are at a glance, and 
have done before the inclination to read has died within 
you. Farewell. 
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I 

To his friend Petronius 

C. A. D. 480 

1 A BAN who makes it a principle, whenever he can, 
to eacourage his friends along the path of glory deserves 
the gratitude of all good men everywhere : the practice 
is your honourable distinction ; be true to it always. To 
no other cause cao I ascribe this new request that I should 
turn out my cases at Clermont in the search for farther 
letters, I should have thought the examples already 
published would have satisfied you ; but I must needs 
obey, though I shall merely append a few at the end to 
supplement the original series, and crown the comjJeted 

2 volume, as it were, by a mar^nal addition. I shall now 
have fresh reason to be on my guard against malignant 
critics, for adding in this way to a book which has 
already seen the light. How, indeed, could I hope 
to escape the edged tongues c^ the spiteful-bom, when 
even a Demosthenes and a Ccero for all thdr masterly 
periods and their perfected eloquence were not per- 
mitted to go free i The first found his detractor 
in Demades, the second iu Antonius, caipers both, 
whose malice was as clear as their diction was obscure, 
and who have come down to posterity ^mply through 

3 their hate of excellence. But since the command has 
gone forth, I set my sail to the old winds ; 1 have 
navigated oceans, and shall I not cross this quiet 



_._.,Cooglc 



Letter I 139 

water? I have always been coaiinced that 3 man 
should give of bis beat in anything he wtites, aad then 
tranquilly iace all criticisin. There is no middle course ; 
one mnst dther care no jot for what the malignant say, or 
else hold one's peace altogether. Farewell. 

II 

To his friend Joharmes 

A.D. 478 

I SHOULD hold myself guilty of something like a i 
crime gainst polite learning, most acomiptished of 
friends, were I for a mmnent to defer congratulation on 
your own success in deferring the decease of Literature. 
One might almost speak of her as dead and buried ; it 
is your gbiy to have revived, supported and chaminoned 
her, and in this tempest of war which has wrecked 
the Roman power, you are the sole master in Gaul 
who has brought the Latin tongue safely into port. 
Our contemporaries and our successors should all with 2 
one accord and fervent gratitude dedicate statues or 
portraits to yon, as to a new Demosthenes or TuUy ; 1^ 
your example they were formed and educated, and they 
shall preserve m the very midst of an invincible but alien 
race thisevidence of their ancient birthright. Since old 
grades of rank are now abolished which once distin- 
guished the high from the low, in future culture raust 
afford the sole criterion of nobility. None is more 
deeply indebted to your learning than I ; for like all 
authors professed, who write for posterity, I shall owe 
to your school and your teaching the certainty of an 
understanding audience. Farewell. 
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To his friend Leo 

A.D. 478 

1 I SEND you, at your request, the L^e i^JpoBoiMu tie 
Pylbagoreaa,^ not io the transcriptioD by Nicomachus 
the E]der, from Philostratus,but in that from ^ncolIlachus 
himself by Tascius Victoriaous.^ I was so eager to 
fulfil your wish, that the result is a makeshift of a 
copy, obscure and ovei-horned, and rough as any version 
could be.* Yet the work took me longer than I expected, 
and for this you must not blame me, for all the time 
I was a captive within the walls of Livia,* release 
from which I owe, next to Christ, to yoo. My mind 
was sick with care and really unable to fulfil my task 
even in the most desultory man ner; all kinds of hindrances 
prevented me — various obligations b^ day, my utter misery 

2 at night. When the evening hour brought me at last to 
my quarters, ready to drop with fatigue, my heavy eye- 
lids knew small repose i, there were two old Gothic 
women established quite close to the window of my 
chamber, who at once began their chatter — quarrelsome, 
drunken, and disgusting creatures, whose like will not 
easily be seen again. As soon as my restoratioo to my 
own home gave me a little leisure, I dispatched the 
book with all its faults upon it, uncorrected, ill-digested, 
as you might say, an immature wine ; in doing so, 
I thought more of your anxiety to have it, than of 

3 my own responsibilities. Now that your wish is 
gratified, forsake awhile Apollo's bays and the fount of 
Hippocrene ; forget the measures of which you alone 
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are absolute master, and which, in those who have only 
your learning mtbout your eloquence, seem not so rtiuch 
to rise from a well-spring as to drip painfully from 
fevered brows. Stay the renowned stream of an 
eloquence peculiar to your race and line, which, flow- 
ing from your ancestor tie great Frooto through 
successive generations, has now passed in due course 
into your breast. Lay a^de awhile the universally 
^plaoded speeches composed for the royal lips, those 
fkmed deliTeiances with which the gbrious monarch 
from his exalted place strikes terror into the hearts 
of tribes beyond the seas, or binds a treaty on the necks 
of barbarians trembling by the Waal, ^ or throughout his 
newly extended realm curbs force itself by law as once 
he curbed his foes by force. Shake off the burdra of 4 
your endless cares and steal a little Idsore from the 
affairs and agitations of the court. Not rill you 
surrender yourself whoUy to this book, and in imagina- 
tion voyage with our Tyaoeus to Caucasus and Ind, 
among the Gymnosophists of Ethiopia and the 
Brahmins of Hindostan, not till then shall you know 
the story you desired in its right hour and as it should 
be known. Read, then, ihe liie of a man who, but for 5 
his paganism, in many pdnts resembled you, as one 
who did not pursue riches, but was pursued by the 
rich ; who loved knowledge and did not covet money ; 
who was abstemious among the feasters and went in 
coarse linen among princes robed in purple ; who was 
grave amid luxurious follies ; whose hair was matted, 
whose face was rough and hirsute among smooth, anointed 
peoples; who was conspicuous in the dignity of his squalor 
among satraps of crowned monarchs exquisite in person 
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and drenched with nard and myrrh ; who abstained from 
animal flesh and would not clothe himself in wool, — for 
such ^tinence, iodeed, held more in hcKiour than con- 
tempt in the Eastern kingdoms which he tniTcrsed. 
When royal treasures were placed at his disposal, he 
asked only the gifts he Uked to offer others and would 
6 not keep himself. Why pursue the subject fiirther ? 
Unless I am much at fault, it may be doubted whether 
{HIT ancestors' days produced a biographer lit to write so 
great a life ; but of this there is no doubt at all, that in 
your person our own times have produced a student 
worthy to peruse it. Farewell. 



To hij friend Consentuu 

C. A.D. 478 
I WiLl. Providence ever allow us to meet once more, 
honoured lord, on your estate of Octaviana — I call it 
yours, but it seems really to belong to your friends just 
as much as to you. Situated as it is near town and 
sea and river, it of&rs continual hospitality to all comas, 
and to yourself a regular succession of guests. How 
charming, too, is its first aspect, with its walls so 
cleverly deigned in perfect architectural symmetry ! how 
hrilliant is the gleam of chapel colonnade and baths cW)- 
spicuous near and ^ ! Then there is the amenity of its 
fields atKl wato^ its vines and olives, its approach, its 
beauty of hill and plain. Well stocked and fumi^ed 
with abundance, it has also a large and co[»ous lilvary ; 
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when the master is there, dividins his imerests 
between pen and plough, one might be in doubt whether 
his mind or his estate enjoys the finer culture. No % 
wonder this was the chosen place (unless my memory 
dec«ves me) where you have produced the swift iambics, 
the pointed elegiacs, the rounded hendecasyllables, and 
all the other verses fragrant with thyme and flowers 
of poesy to be sung by every one at Bfziers and 
Narbonne ! These poems, no less remarkable for speed 
of compo»ticHi than for charm of style, malce you beloved 
of your contemporaries and must increase your fame 
among those who shall come after us, I have always 
been convinced of it myself every time a new poem of 
yours has been brought me, as it were hot from the 
composer's anvtl, and though I may be an indifferent 
writer, I am no such despicable critic My earlier 3 
life might not improperly find time for such pursuits, 
and in fact it did so. But now I only read and 
write of serious things, for now it is high time to 
think rather of eternal life than of posthumous re- 
nown, and to remember that after death our good 
works, and not our literary work, will be weighed 
in the balance, I am far from impljring by this 4 
that you do not excel in both, or that the lively style 
which you still affect is mconsistent with gravity 
of judgement; but since by Christ's grace yon are 
already a saint in secret, I would have you openly 
submit to I£s salutary yoke a head and heart alike 
devoted to His service, your tongue unwearying in 
prayer and praise, your mind filled with pious thoughts, 
your hand ever open in benefaction. Especially would 
I inust upon the open hand, for all that you cast abroad 



_._.,Cooglc 



144 B»»* yiti 

amoDg the chnrcbes is really gathered in for yourself. 
Let this reflection above ^ bcite you to the exercise 
of £enen>»ty, that whatever be our opportunities in 
respect of the things which the foolish call this world's 
goods, ail that we give in charity remains our own, all 
that we keep is really lost to us. Farewell. 



To his friend Forttatalis 

C. A. D. 480 

1 You too shall figure in my pages, dear Fortunalis, 
column of fnendship, bright ornament of your Spanish 
country. Your own acquaintance with letters is not, 
after ^, so slight as to deprive you of any immortality 
which they can confer. The glory of your name rfiall 

2 live ; yes, it shall survive into after ages. If my 
writings win any ^vour or respect, if they command 
any confidence among men, I will have posterity know 
that none were more stout of heart than you ; that none 
were goodlier to see or more equitable in judgement, 
none more paoent, none wnghtier in council, gayer in 
company, or more chanuing in conversation. Last, and 
not least, it shall learn that these praises have been 
enhanced by your misfortunes. For it is more likely 
to hold you great, as one proved in the hard day of 
adver^ty, than as one who lay hidden in the bosom 
of kind fortune. Farewell. 
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VI 

"To his friend Namatiuj* 

I. A.t>. 480 

Caius Julius Caesar, reputed the greatest master i 
of strategy who ever liTed, was a great reader and 
a great writer also. Though he was the first man of 
hb age, and the arts of war and rhetoric disputed his 
genius with equally glorious results, yet he never con- 
^dered himself to have attuned the summit in either 
branch of knowledge until your orator of Aipinum 
proclaimed him without a rival among men. To com- 3 
pare small things with great ^, it has been the same in my 
own case, however vast my inferiority. No one should 
know this better than yourself, concerned as you have 
always been for my success and for my modesty in 
bearing it. I learn that Flavins Nicetius, distinguished 
above all his countrymen by his birth, his rank, his 
merit, his prudence, his wise knowledge of the world, 
has accorded ray small work unlimitnl praise. He has 
gone fiirther and declared that while yet in the prime of 
life I have surpassed in the two Gelds of literature and 
war the great number of our young men and not a 
few of the older among us. If I may say it without 3 
vanity, I derive real satisfaction from the approval of so 
eminent a judge. If he is right, his weight counts for 
much ; if partial, I have a fresh proof of his fiiendsbip ; 
though nowadays evn^ man of us is but a sluggurd 
in deed, and in word an infant in comparison with his 

• The latter part trandated by Hodgkk (ii. 366-8), who 
also lefeis to the epiiode of Nicetias' oration (ibid. 306-7), 
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fbre&thers. To the men of earlier ages the nikr of all 
ages granted supreme excellence in these arts ; but now 
- the world waxes old, the <]iiickening seed is exhausted, 
the marrow lost ; and if id out time aught of admirable 
or memorable appears, it is manliest in exceeding few, 

4 Nicetius may lead all leammg and all letters, but I fear 
that our intimacy may have led him to exaggerate my 
merit through the bias natural to friendship. And 
were it so, I will not deny that in the past I used ofien 
to attend the delivery of bis luminous speeches, and 
however Seeing or imperfect my memories, I may 
properly recall some of them in the present place, even 
at the risk of being thought to join a game of mutual 
admiration. 

5 I heard him speak when I was growing to manhood 
and had just left boyhood behind me ; at that time my 
father was praetorian prefect presiding over the tribunals 
of Gaul, and in his term of office Astyrhis assumed the 
trabea and in a propitious hour inaugurated his consul- 
ship.' On that day I hardly stirred from the cunile 
chiur ; my age gave me no right to a seat, but my rank 
allowed me to keep in the foreground ; so I stood next 
to the censor's men who in their ofRcial mantles stood 
nearest to the coosul. As soon as the largess had 
been distributed (and that took little time though it was 
DO little one), as soon as the diptychs had been bestowed, 
the representative advocates of the province who had 
come in from every district asked with one consent 
that the assumption of the consul's office might be 
celebrated in a panegyric. The ceremonies had antici- 
pated the day, and there was yet some time before the 
late dawn, which otherwise would have been passed in 
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^lence. All eyes turoed at once towards Nicetius, the 6 
first men present were the first to look his way ; the 
assembly called upon him not by a vdce here or there, 
but by general acclamation ; he reddened, and cast down 
his eyes, Jiving us such an earnest of his modest nature 
as gained htm hardly fewer Ih^vos than the eloquence 
he subsequendy displayed. He spoke with method, 
with grarity, with fire ; if his ardour was great, his 
fluency was yet greater, and his science greatest of all ; 
his coloured and golden language seemed to enhance 
the splendour of the consul's palm-embroidered robe, 
steeped iJiough it was in Sairanian dyes and rich with 
applied strips that rustled at every movement of the 
wearer. About that time (to speak like a decemvir) 7 
was [ffomulgated the statute of limitations^ which 
decreed in summary terms that all cases protracted to 
thirty years should automatically lapse. It was our 
orator who first introduced this law, as yet unknown in 
Gaul ; he advocated it at the tribunal ; he expounded 
it to the various parties ; and he finally saw it added to 
the statute-book, before a great audience whose members 
mostly kept their feet in their excitement and only inter- 
rupted by applause. I had many other occasions of g 
observing his inteUectual capacity, myself unobserved, 
and therefore in the best of all posiuons to see the real 
man ; for though my father governed the province, 
it was to Nicetius that he went for advice. It must 
suffice to say that I never heard of a single action of which 
I did not like to hear, and which I did not admire. 

Tlie union in his person of all these fine qualities 9 
naturally makes me proud to receive the suffrage of 
a critic so high in the public esteem. Whatever his 
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opioioD, it must hara gnat infloeoce ; if rumonr is true, 
he is on my side, and I shall have just as good reason 
to be reassured as I should hare had to feel uoeasy had 
his vote gone the other way. In any case, I am deter- 
mined, as soon as I know for certain what he thinks, dther 
to give silence a loose rrin, or cnih my facility according to 
the verdict. For if he supports me I shall be inclined 
to go on talking like an Athenian ; if he condemns, no 
citizen of Amydae shall hold his tongue like me.^ 

1 But no more of myself or of my friend ; how does the 
world go with you i I am every whit as eager to hear 
your news as to give you mine. Are you hunting, or 
building, or playing the country gentleman ? Are you in- 
dulging one only of these pursuits or each in turn, or all 
together? AsforVitruvius and Columella,' you do well 
to study either one or both, for you are competent to deal 
with dther admirably, as one who is equally at home in 

11 agricultureand in building. With sport the case is different, 
and I beg you not to plume yourself upon your prowess. 
It is useless to invite the boar to meet your spears, so long 
as you take the field alone with those exceedingly 
merciful hounds of yours ; you just rouse the quarry, 
but not enough to make him run. It is excusable 
enough that your dogs should dread close quarters with 
such formidable beasts as boars ; but what apology 
can you make when they hunt poor helpless kids and 
timid does, head high and spirits prone, sunting the 

13 pace but prodigal of music? You will find it mote 
profitable to net in the rough rocks and likely coverts, 
and cry the dogs on fi-om a chosen post ; if you have 
any self-respect left, you will pve up gallopng over the 
open country and lying in wait for the leverets of 01£ron. 
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lodeed it is hardly worth while to worry them on rare 
occasions by unleashing the honnds in the open, unless 
OUT good Afollinaris comes to hrip you and your father, 
and pves you a better run. 

But, joking apart, do let me know how things go with 13 
yon and your household. Just as I was on the point of 
ending a letter which had rambled on long enough, lo 
and behold ! a courier from Saintonges. I whiled away 
some time taUung with htm about you ; and he was very 
pontive that you bad weighed anchor, and in fuHilment 
of those lialf military, half naval duties of yours were 
coasting the western shores on the look-out for curved 
ships j the ships of the Saxons,^ in whose every oarsman 
you think to detect an arch-pirate. Captains and crews 
alike, to a man they teach or learn the art of brigandage ; 
therefore let me urgently caution you to be erer on the 
alert. For the Saxon is the most ferocious of all 14 
foes. He comes on you without warning ; when yon 
expect his attack he makes away. Resistance only 
moves him to contempt ; a rash o[^ionent is soon down. 
If he pursues he overtakes ; if he files himself, he is 
never caught. Shipwrecks to him are no terror, but 
only so much training. His is no mere acquaintance 
with the perils of the sea j he knows them as he knows 
himself. .■ A -storm puts his enemies off their guard, 
prerenting his preparatiuis from being seen; the 
chance of taking the foe by surprise makes him 
gladly face every hazard of rough waters and broken 
rocks. 

Moreover, when the Saxons are setting sail from 15 
the continent, and are about to drag their firm-hold- 
ing anchors from an enem/s shore, it is their usage, 
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thus homeward botmd, to abandoD eveiy tenth captive to 
the slow agony of a watery ettd, casting IcAs with perfect 
e<]uity among the doomed crowd in execution of this 
iniquitous sentence of death. This custom is all the more 
deplorable in that it is prompted by honest saperstition. 
These men are bound by vows which hare to be paid in 
victims, they conceive it a religious act to perpetrate this 
horrible slaughter, and to take anguish from the prisoner 
in place of ransom ; this polluting sacrilege is in thrir 

1 6 eyes an absolving sacrifice. I am tiill of anxiety and 
apprehension about these dangers, though on the other 
hand there are fectms which encourage me mightily. 
Firstly, the standards under which you s^ are those 
of an ever-victorious oatioo. Secondly, men of pru- 
dence, among whose number you may fairly be included, 
are not in the haUt of leaving anything to chance. 
Thirdly, very intimate friends who live far from each 
other are apt to feel alarm without due cause, because it 
is natural to be apprehensive of events at once incalcu- 

1 7 lable and occurring very far away. You will perhaps 
argue that the cause of my uneasiness need not be 
taken so seriously. That may be true ; but it is also 
true that we are most timid in regard to those whom 
we love best. So take the first opportunity of relieving 
the fears which your ^tuadon has aroused by a good 
account of your fortunes. I am incorrigible on this 
head, and shall always fear the wcH^t for ftiends abroad 
until they contradict it themselves, especially those 
harassed by the watchword or the signal for attack. 

i8 In accordance with your request, I send you the Librt 
Logiitorici of Varro and the Chronology of Eusebius.' 
If these models reach you safely, and you find a little 
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leisure from the watches and the duties of die camp, yon 
will be able, your aims mce furbished, to aji^ly another 
kind of polish to an eloquence which must be getting 
rusty. ParewelL 

vn 

Tff his friend jiudax 

A.D.474 

I WISH you would tell me into what comer of the i 
world the folk are crept who used to be so fioaA of 
wealth amassed, and heaps of tarnished family plate.^ 
Where, too, are the men who on mere grounds of 
seniority thought to overbear those whose one «n it 
was to be yonnger i Where are the people gone whose 
real affinides come out in nothing so dearly as in their 
c^dty for hatred .' As soon as ever merit found 2 
recognitioo, as soon as ever waght of character, and 
not wdght of c(Hn, began to tell in the scales of im- 
perial o{nnion, these worthies were left b the cold with 
their insolent claim to precedence by simple right of 
propnty. Brooding over their money-bags, and, I may 
add, thor vices, they want to brand those who rise in the 
world as vain upstarts, while they would be shocked at 
the suggestion that they owe their own riches to greed. 
Athletes in this arena of de&nation, they rub in the 
poisonous juice of spOx in place of oil, and so reduce 
thrir weight. But ^ hail to you, whose way is the 3 
opposite of thnrs. ^-^ou have now the honour of pre- 
fectorian rank, and'though the prestige of high descent 
was always yours, you have if anything laboured 
rather the mmv <hi that account to shed a new 
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lustre' upon your posterity. To an edighteiied mind, 
DOue seems nobler than be who steadily devotes all 
his power, his intellect, and his resources to the 
4 smgle end of excelling his forefathers. /\Vel], it shall 
be my prayer that your sons may equal you, or even 
(a better prayer still) leave yoa behind; and that if 
there is any envious soul who cannot bear to see you 
advanced above him, he may just endure the seething 
torment of his own spte, and never having had the 
chance of patrocuung yon, have now the fullest reason 
for his jealousy. It is only justice that under a just 
prince he diould come at the bott(»n who it personally 
nothing and only important in personalty i « starveling 
s]aiit, and counting only for his money, FarewelL 



VIH 

Tfl hit jriend Syagriut 

A.D. 474(?) 

1 Tkll mpi fine flower of our Gallic youth, how much 
longer your ardour for country labours will txd you 
scom the town ? How long shall rustic implements 
uorightfiiUy usurp the hands only worn before by throw- 
ing dice ? How much longer is your estate of Taion- 
oacus to weary your patrician limbs with a peasant's 
toil ? How much longer, O cavalier turned ploughman, 
will you go on burying in the winter fallows the spoil 
of the waving meadows i bow much longer ply your 
blunt and heavy hoe along the intcmiinable vine-rows ? 

2 Why, professed rival of Serranus and Camillus,^ do you 
guide the plough, yet lenonnce the embrddered toga? 
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C^ve up this rustic folly ; cease to disgrace your tnith. 
Who cultivates io modeiauon is lord of his land, who 
does too much is slave of it. Return to your father- 
land, return to your father, return to all the loyal friends 
who can jusdy claim a place in your affections. Or, 
if the life of Cincinnatus the Dictator attracts you so, 
first wed a Racilia ^ to yoke your oxen for you. I don't 3 
suggest that a m^ of sense should neglect his domestic 
af&iis; bnt he should use moderatioD and think not 
merely of what he ought to have but what he ought to 
be. If you renounce all higher interests, if youi one 
nuMire in life is the increase of your property, then, 
what can it avail you to descend from a line of consuls 
and see every day their ivory curule chairs with applied 
ornament of gold and their calendars enriched with 
puiflc ? Your plodding and obscure career will bring 
you rather burdens itcaa the revenue officials tlian 
honour fnm the censor. Farewell, 



to his friend LampriSut* 

A.D. 478 

On my arrival at Bordeaux, your messenger brought i 
me a letter ftom you fiiU of nectar, rich with blooms 
and pearis. You arraign my »lence, and ask me for 
some of my poems, in a few of those verses of yours 
which your cadeaced voice so often sends echoing 
ftom your melodious palate, like music poured from 

• The poem partly truuUted by A. Thieny, Lettns lur 
Fhittcit* <k Frtaut, p. 103. 
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a flute of itaaj stops. In this you take laean adno- 
tage of youi royd muoificeiice ; you have sent your gift; 
you feel impregnable. Perhaps you have forgotten otte 
satfrist's remark about another i 

'When Horace says " Evohe", he has plenteonsly 

'2 Enough ! You are right to send a command from 
your place of ease, bidding me nng because you are 
in the mood to dance. In any case I must obey ; and 
far from acknowledging compulsion, I yield of my own 
free will ; but spare me, if you can, the criticism of your 
proud Catonian brow. You know well enough what 
manner of thing a poet's gladness is; his spirit is 
entangled in grief as the fish in nets ; if sorrow or afflic- 
tion comes, his seositiTe soul does not so lightly work 
free from the bonds of anguish : I am still unsuccessful 
in obtaining a dedHon about my mother-in-law's estate, 
even pronsiooaUy, though I have offered a third part of 

3 it as ransom.' You must see whether the theme of 
my verses is such as to please you; but my cares 
forbid me to live in one mood and write in another. 
It would be unfair to me were you to institute a 
comparison between our two poems. I am harassed ; 
you are happy. I am in exile ; ^ you enjoy your rights 
of citizenship. I cannot attain your level; I want 
of you verse like my own, but rec«ve something in- 

4 lioitely better. But if by any chance these trifles 
composed in the midst of much mental tribulation 
obtain indulgence at your hands, I will let you persuade 
me that they are like the swan's notes, whose song is 
more harmonious just before his death ; or that they 
are like lyre-strings tensely drawn, which make the 
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sweeter inii«c the tighter they are strained. But if 
verses without suggestion of gaiety or ease can never 
really please, yoa will find nothing satis&ctory in the 
enclosed. Do not forget, moreover, a second point 5 
which tells against me, namely that a piece which you 
only read and cannot hear recited is robbed of all the 
advantage which delivery by the author lends it. His 
manusctipt once dispatched, the most mu^cal of poets 
has no Anther resource ; distance does not allow him 
to do for himself what mimics do by their accompani- 
ment — make bad verse acceptable by dint of 6ne 
delivery. 

• ' Lampridius, glory of our Thalia, why urge me 
now to sing of Cirrha,* or the Boeotian Muses, or 
H^con's poetic stream called by neighing Pegasus to 
life at a stroke of his hoof f Why would you make 
me write as if I had received the DeljAic insignia from 
your Ddian god, and, myself a new Apollo, possessed 
the han^gs, and the tripods, the lyre, the quivers, 
the bows, and gryphons, or tossed from my brow the 
laurel and the ivy i You, O happy Tityrus, have woo 
your lands again ; you may wander through the groves 
of }^ne and myrtle, and strike a lyre with which your 
voice makes perfect harmony. Wondrous is the muuc 
of string and tone and measure. 

Twice has the moon risen upon me prisoned here ; * 
and but once have I been received into the presence. 
Ft» scant leisure has the King even for himself, since 
all the subjugated earth awaits his nod. We see in 
his courts the blue-eyed Saxon, lord of the seas, but 

• Tranakted into verae by FerUg, Part ii, p. 1 j ; and into 
prow bf Chaix, iL itji. 
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a timid landaman her& The razor's keen blade, 
contCDt DO more to hold its usual course round the 
head's extremity, with dean strokes shearing to the 
skin, drives the margin of the hair back from bis brow, 
till the head looks smaller and the visage longer. We 
see thee, aged Sygambrian warrior, the back of thy 
head shaven in sign of thy defeat; but now thou 
guidest the new-grown locks to the old neck again. 
Here strolls the Herulian with his glaucous cheeks, 
inhatHtant of Ocean's fiirthest shore, and of one com- 
plexion with its weedy deeps. Here the Burgundiao 
bends his seven feet of stature cm suppliant knee, im- 
ploring peace. Here the Ostrogoth finds a powerful 
patron, and crushing the Han beyond his border, triumphs 
at home only through his homage to this mighty 
patron. And here, O Roman, thou also seekest thy 
protection; if the Great Bear menaces commotjon, 
and the Scythian hordes advance, the stnnig arm of 
Eoric is invoked, that Garonne, drawing power firom 
the Mais who loves his banks, may bring defence to 
the dwindled stream of Tiber. Here the Parthian 
Arsacid ^ himself asks grace to hold, a tributary, his 
high hall of Sosa. He perceives in the regions of the 
Bospborus dread war aiise wi^ all its enginery, nor hopes 
that Ferda, dismayed at the mere sound of conHtct, 
shall avail to guard alone Euphrates' bank. He who 
boasts himself kin with stars and near allied to Phoebus, 
even he becomes a »mple mortal, and descends to 
lowly supplication. 

At such a court my days go by in vain. But do 
you, O Tityrus, refrain, nor invite me more to song. 
I envy thee no longer ; I can but marvel at thy fortune. 
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For myself, I effect nothing ; I otter fnutless prayers, 
and so becoiDe another Meliboeus.' ^ 

There is the poem. Read it at your leisure, and 6 
like a charioteer already crowned, look down from the 
balcony to the arena where I struggle still in the sweat 
and dust of contest Do not expect me to do the like 
again, whatever pleasure you derive from this present 
effort, undl the happy day arrives when I can turn my 
mind once more from dark vaticinations to the service 
of the Muse. Farewell. 

X 

To his friend H^ncius 

A.D. 479 

I AH indeed delighted that you derive from letters i 
at once a benefit and a pleasure. But I should be 
freer to extol the fire and fluency of your style, were 
it not that while assiduously praising me yourself 
you foibid me to return the compliment with interest. 
Your letter had all the sweetness of affection, alt the 
grace of natural elo<]Uence, all the mastery of style; 
it failed only in one respect — the choice of subject, 
and even there you have the credit of good inten- 
tion, an error of judgement fonns its only feult 
You cover me with immense laudatioD. But you 
should have spared my blushes, and recalled betimes 
the saying of Symmachus : ' True praise adorns, false 
praise lashes.' ^ But unless I misjudge your genius z 
you have not only shown »ncere affection, but also 
remarkable dexterity. The really eloquent love to 
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show the stufF they are made of by choostng a subject 
fill] of diliiculty ; they drive the ucomplished pen as if it 
were the plough of fertile speech through matter sterile 
as dry and barren soil. Life abounds with examples of 
skiU similarly applied. The hopeless case proves die 
great doctor, the tempest proves the steersman; for 
both, the perils traversed enhance reputation ; their 

3 talent wastes unseen until it finds a proper scope. Id 
the saow manner the great orator proves his ample genius 
most effectively in strait places. Thus Marcus Tullius, 
who always surpassed hb rivals, in his speech for Aulus 
Cluentius surpassed even himself. Marcus Fronto stood 
head and shoulders above others in all his pleadings, but 
in that against Pelops he rose above his own high level. 
Gaius Plinius won greater fame for his defence of 
Attia Viriola from the centumvirs' tribune than for the 
panegyric which almost matched the matchless Trajan.' 

4 Vou have followed these great examples ; confident in 
your powers, you have not feared to take so miserable 
a subject as myself. But let me rather have the succour 
of your prayers in my depression ; do not lure me with 
a cozening eloquence, or crush my frail and ailing soul 
by the weight of an illusory renown. Your dicdon 
indeed is fine, but your life finer ; and I think you will 
serve me better by your oristns than by your perora- 
tions. Farewell. 
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To his friend Lt^us* 

e, A. D. 480 

Tell me about your folk of P^rigueux and Agen,^ i 
whose compeUng claims upon you are ever a source of 
pious emulabon ? You are bound to the people of the 
one place by your own property, to those of the other 
by your wife's family connexions ; your birth tells in 
favour of the first, your marriage speaks for the second i 
and the best of it is that each place has good ground 
for its contendon. God has verily marked you for 
happiness, when the privilege of securing you and 
keeping you longest becomes an object of amlxtion to 
two rival conunumties. You grant the &vour of your 2 
presence to each in regular alternation, restoring to one 
its Drepanius, to the other its Anthedius ; if rhetoric 
be the object of their de^re, neither need regret a 
Paulinus and an AlcJmus as long as you are with them.' 
All this makes me marvel more that you should care 
to ask for any old poems of mine when any day you 
like you have the rummaging of so representative 
a library as your owo. I cannot refuse you, though this 
is a time of raouming, and the revival of the old jests 
is somewhat out of place. 

It is but recently that the news reached me of 3 
Lampridius the rhetor's murder. He was my very 
dear friend \ and even if 00 violent death had snatched 
hira from our midst, his end would have smitten me 
with profound affliction. In the days that are gone, 
* An abridged tnuulstion is giveu b; Hodgkin, ii. 331 ff. 
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we had our jokes together, as intimates will ; I was 
Phoebus, he the OdrynaD bard.' So much it was 
necessary to premise, or the use of these fanciful 
e|Hthets would have obscured the sense of the following 
poem. You must Icnow that once upon a time, when 
about to nut Bordeaux, I wrote him a letter of inquiry 
as to quarters, sent with the Muse in advance. Sad 
though the present occasion is, I feel less construnt in 
sending these verses, than if I had forwarded scnne 
moumfid composition on oar loss ; anything of that 
sort I should have written ill, while the subject would 
have been no less painful to yourself. 

'Orders of Phoebus to his own beloved Thalia. 
Dear pu]»l, lay aside the lyre awhile ; bind up jrour 
Sowing hair with a verdant wreath, and let a zone of 
ivy gird the up-bound folds of your foll-bosomed robe. 
See you put no soccus on, plunge not the foot 
deep, as your custom is, in the loose cothurnus; 
but Und on such sandals as did Harpalyce,^ or she 
who felted her wooers with victorious sword. You 
shall go the swifter, yon shall leap aod fly along, if your 
toes are left uncovered to guide your sandalled feet 
with quick firm steps, and if the chain of laces, with 
their converging loops, is brought up through a great 
loop to the leg.s So equipped for speed, see that you 
find my Orpheus, who daily by bis sweet and tunefitl 
art sof^s rocks and trees, aye, and the hardest hearts ; 
my Orpheus, whose style the sonorous tongue of the 
Arpinate enriches, and the pen of Maro, or thine, 
Horace, which gladdens the heart of Latiuni. As lyric 
bard he excels the great Alcaeus ; he Is skilled to indite 
the high strain of tragedy, or the humours of the comic 
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Muse ; he can £ame out in sadre, and arraign the raging 
tyrant with resounding Toice. To this Orpheus say: 
"Phoebus comes; he has left the road, his oars now 
unite the bosom of Garonne, white with sails. He 
bids yoQ meet him, but first be swift to prepare him 
hospatable welcome." And to Leontius whom Liria 
bare, ^e of the old Senatorial line, say this : " He 
is almost here." Then go to Rusticus, whose wit 
belies his name. But if they say they have no room, 
and that thnr houses are ftill, go next to the bishop's 
gate; kiss the holy Gallianiis' hand, aad ask the 
fi«edom of his lowly dwelling lest, rejected on all 
sides, I am driven to turn sadly to some sodden tavern, 
where I should soon need to hold my nose and inv«gh 
against the reeking kitchen with its ruddy sausages 
which hang in two rows, exhaling odours from thymy 
pots, while jars and hissing plates send up clouds of 
steam together. Even there, when the (east-day rouses 
the hoarse song, and the parasite in the ecstasy of his 
grumbling makes the air resound, yes, even there and 
even then, my voice incited by the muse of a thirsty 
host, I, worse barbarian than all, shall whisper verses 
more worthy of your praise.' 

Alas for the abjea aeces»ty of being bom, alas for 4 
the miserable necessity of living, alas for the hard com- 
pulsion of death J to these things we are home rraiod 
on the voluble wheel of human life. I liked the dead 
man well ; he had his failings, which were venial 
enough, blending with his virtues tjualities of less 
worth. The slightest cause would excite him, but his 
wrath was also slight ; I always tried to persuade his 
other friends that these were defects of temperament, 
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ud Dowise due to malice ; I suggested other punts in 
his favour, as that his passion was a physical tyranoy, 
domitudng his oaure ; I tried to clear him of the blot 
of cnielty by lending it the colour of mere severity. 
Though before his mind was made up he was weak, 
he was most resolute when ooce conviDced. Like all 
credulous men, he was reckless ; hke all those who mean 
no barm, he suspected none m others. He hated do one 
enough to abuse faim, and liked no one enough to resist 
the pleasure of sometimes breaking out against him. 
Though a very conspicuous figure, he was not ready 
of access t he had to be home with, but he was 
bearahle. 

5 If one were to attempt an estimate of him as orator, 
one would say that he was at once terse and copious, 
concise and ample ; if as poet, that he had feeling, that 
he was a master of measure, and a consummate literary 
craftsman. He had the gift of writing verse of extreme 
finish, and wonderfiilly varied alike in metre and in 
met^hor. His hendecasyllables were easy and fluent, 
his hexameters stately and sonorous; in ete^acs he 
could handle the 'echoing' or the 'recurrent' line, and 
could link end with be^nnmg by ingenious repetitions.' 

6 He could adapt his style to person, pUce or occasion 
as the subject required, and that too, not with common- 
places, but by chosen terms replete with dignity and 
beauty. In controversy be was a power, and wielded 
a strong arm; in satire alert and mordant. If hii 
subject was tragic, he could command terror and pathos ; 
if comic, he was polisfaed and infinite in resource. In 
Fescenniaes bis diction was of a veroal &eshoess and 
ardent in vows; lus bucolics were terse, alert, and 
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mnucal. In geotpsa he could strilce the perfect rustic 
note, though he had no touch of rusticity about him. 
In epigram he shunned diifuseness and aimed at point ; 7 
he would always write at least two lines, but never ex- 
ceeded four ; there was often a sting in the words, more 
often still some graceful turn, and, without exception, 
wit. Horace was his model in lyrics; his iambics 
went with a swing, his choriambics with a fine gravity ; 
his Alcaics had a supple grace, and his Sapphics 
were inspired. In short, his wmrk was so fine, so 
accomplished, » happy in cxpresson, that one might 
furiy think of him as a bird of glorious wing, following 
next after the Horadan and I^daric swans. 

His interest in dil&rent amusements was very un- 8 
equal. Hazard was a weariness, the ball game a 
delight. He liked to chaff his friends ; and it was 
a nice feature in him that he liked being cbaiTed himself 
sdll better. He wrote a great deal, but was always 
longing to write more. He read the andents with 
persereraace and reverent admiration, the modems 
without jealousy ; he would give ungrudging [naise to 
talent, perhaps the most difficult form of generosity on 
earth. Unfortunately he had the indefensible, I might 9 
say the fatal, fault of superstition. He was curious as 
to the manner of his death, and consulted those African 
astrologers whose nature is as fiery as their native clime. 
They considered the portion of the stars when he was 
bom, and told him his climacteric year, month, and 
day — I use the astrological terms — as men to whom 
the scheme of his nativity was revealed in all its unister 
conditions. It seemed that in the year of his birth, 
all the planets which rose favourably in the zodiac sank 
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with Mood-red fires; whether it was th« Mercury 
made them baleful, asyndetic upon the diameter, or 
Saturn retrograde upon the tetragon, or Mars returning 

10 to his old position upon the centre.' Beliefs like these, 
whatever their precise form, are false, and cannot but 
delude ; if we are to discuss them openly, and at 
length, we must wait until we meet, for you too 
are deep in the science of numbers, and with your 
wonted diligence study Vertacus, Thrasybulus, and 
Satuminus from end to end ; yours is a mind always 
intent on things lofty and arcane. It must be admitted 
that in the present case there was neither appearance 
of mere conjecture nor deliberate ambiguity : death 
enmeshed our reckless inquirer into the future exactly 
when and how it had been foretold ; all his shifts to 

1 1 evade it were in vun. He was strangled by his own 
^aves in his own house ; choked and throttled he died 
the death of Scipio of Numantia, if not quite that of 
Lentulus, Jugurtha, and Sejanus. The one relieving 
feature in the cruel business was the discovery of crime 
and criminal as soon as the day broke. The first sight 
of the body was enough to show a fool or a blind man 

12 that death had come by violence. The livid hue, the 
protrtiding eyes, the distorted features vith their look 
of mingled fiiry and anguish, all were so many proofe 
of what had happened. The floor was wet about his 
lips, because the scoundrels had tamed him with his 
face to the ground when the deed was done, as if to 
suggest that life had leit him with a sudden haemorrhage. 
The source, inciter, and ringleader of the conspracy 
was first captared; next his accomplices were snzed 
and separately conSned till the terror of torture drew the 
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truth from their unwilling breasts. Would we could 13 
say that our friend had not deserved his end by his 
rash and ill-advised resort to vain advisers. But I fear 
that he who presumes to probe forbidden secrets sets 
himself beyond the pale of the Catholic &ith; he 
deserves the lot of all who put unlawful questions and 
receive replies that point to doom. Hts 'death was 
avenged, it is true, but only the survivors gain by that, 
for the execution of a murderer cannot mend the 
mischief; it only afibrds a certain satbfaction of revmge. 

My attachment to the dead man has led me to write 14 
at too great length ; such a grief I could not vtrnt in 
silence. I will end by begging you to give me any 
news you can, if only a line or two, to relieve the 
burden of my melancholy. For the relation of this 
sad story with all its honor has naturally troubled me, 
and tilled my mind with mournful thoughts ; indeed, 
for the ume being I can neither think, speak, nor write 
on any other subjecL Farewell. 

XII 

To his friend Trygetius 

A.D. 461-7 

Has Bazas, built on dust in place of good green i 
earth, such charms, have lands sandy as Syrtes, and- 
moving soil and dunes bandied by retorting winds such 
hold upon you, that neither earnest prayers of invita- 
tion, nor force of friendships, nor even the most 
succulent oysters of our pools, suffice to bring you this 
trifling distance in to Bordeaux, where we have been 
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expecting you all these days i Is it that the hardships 
of a winter journey deter you? those wild winds of 
Bigotre will often obliterate the soft tracks, and periiaps 
3 you dread a kind of shipwreck upoo land ? If so, your 
memory is short ; how long ago was it that Gibraltar 
was coiu]uered by your bold foot ? or that your camp was 
jntched on the uttermost shores of Cadiz i or the last 
goal of great wanderings reached, common to Hercules 
and to my Trygeuus ? Are you grown such a traitor 
to your proper nature as to abandon yourself wholly to 
sloth, yon who once ranged the lands of mystery and 
fable, yon whose limbs might fail, but never your 

3 indefatigable purpose ? Yet with such a record, you 
come down to Langon harbour^ crawling with no less 
reluctance than one bound for the Danube to resist the 
all-invading Massagetae, or for the dull flood of Nile 
with all its awful crocodiles. If a bare twelve miles 
can so delay you, what would you have done had you 
been with Marcus Cato on his marches through the 
deserts of Lepds I ' 

4 You shiver, it seems, at the mere name of the winter 
months ; but I can assure you we enjoy the gentlest, 
mildest, and clearest skies, where the lightest breezes 
serve as mods ; so nominal a winter season should less 
deter than the temperate reality attract. But if ray 
letter of invitation leaves you still obdurate, you shall 
not resist the verses which in two days' time shall go 
forth to the attack, more insidious in persuasion, yet 
I trust none the less strenuous agents of ray wishes. 

5 My friend Leontius, first of all our Acjuitanians, with 
Paulious, worthy son of worthy sire, are to roeet you 
with the falling ude on the Garonne at the appointed 
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place; so that oot only the boats, but the very rirar 
itself shall coine out with them to greet you. The 
oarsmeD at the thwarts, the stewsmen oa the poops, 
shall tune their chants to sing your praises. They 
shall pile high for you a couch of cushions, there shall 
be a board set with men of two colours * ; the dice 
shall await you, ready to be thiown and thrown again 
from the ivory steps of the boxes. A pine-wood 
grating shall be fixed across the bottom of the boat so 
that the bulge flowing to and fro shall never wet your 
dangling foot ; a wicker screen above shall protect yon 
fhnn the treacherous winter sun. What mate could 6 
the most pampered of the indolent expect thw to find 
himself at his destination before he seemed well under 
weigh i A truce to your objections and del^s ; 
I conid swear that the snail with his house on his back 
would easily outstrip you. And to think that there is 
a store-room at your command crammed with piles 
of the most exquisite delicacies and only wanting an 
enterprise to do it justice 1 Come, then, to be enter- 7 
tained or to entertain; or, best of all, to do both; 
come with all youi armoury of Mediterranean fare to 
crush and subjugate the finely equipped gourmets of 
Midoc.^ On our battle-ground let us see the fish of 
AdouT triumph over the mullets of Garonne, and our 
coarse crew of crabs fall back before the lobster-armies 
of Bayonne. Jwn battle after this wise mth the rest 
of us ; but if you value my oinnion, take a veteran's 
advice as a wise man should, and leave my senatorial 
host out of the contest; if you once come beneath 
his hos[EtabIe roof, you will feast as if you enjoyed 
ctmtinual feasts or the banquets of a Cleopatra. His 



_._.,Googlt: 



i6i Book Vm 

DWD and his country's honour will be iavolved in the 
competition ; and it is generally agreed that he surpasses 
all his rivals just as Far as his city leaves all other cities 
behind. Farewell. 

xm 

To the Lord Bishop 'Nunechius 

A.D. 472-4 

I No one, most blessed father, fejotces more than 
I over the niunber aod variety of virtues with which 
yon arf so richly endowed by Heaven. You are 
described, as a roan of birtb who is never arrogant, ' 
a man of influence who makes a blameless use of 
power, a man of piety untouched by superstition. You 
are praised as one who is learned without airs and 
serious without fatuity ; one whose wit is never re- 
hearsed, who is courteous, but knows his mind, and 
sociable without aay love of popularity. 

3 And not content with allowing you these qualides, 
Fame crowns them with another of yet higher degree, 
the supreme gift-of charity — Fame who, however she 
may »ng your praises, most leave the greater part 
nnsung. For though she can explain to distant friends 
the wra of your good deeds, their number is beyond the 
powers of her relarion. The tale of them fires' me now 
to make you a first advance, as a conscious inferior 
should. I therefore , proceed to pay my homage ; 
hitherto I might so justly have been accused of back- 
warditess, that I have no apprehension now of bmg 
con^dered forward. 

3 I commend to your kindness the bearer Prorootus, 

0., _..., Cookie ■ 
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whom you already know, and whom your prayers haye 
DOW made my fellow peniteot. Though by biith a Jew, 
he has preferred to be numbered with those chosen by 
^th rather than blood ; he has sought the franchise of 
the heavenly city ; by grace of the Spirit which makes 
alive he has rejected the letter that kills. Considering, 
on the one hand, the rewards laid up for the just, on the 
other the punishment, endless as eternity, awaiting him 
who darn not desert the Circumcision for the camp of 
Christ, he has made up his mind to be accounted no 
longer a citizen of the Solyma on earth, but a son of 
the Holy Jerusalem which is above. Which thing per- 4 
ceiving, let now the s]nritual Sara take to her maternal 
aims the truer son of Abram ; for he ceased to belong 
to the handmaid Hagar when he exchanged the servi- 
tude of conformity according to law for the freedom 
which comes of grace. The special reason for his 
journey you Will more conveniently learn from his own 
lips. To me he will always be very dear for the cause 
above related ; I have dwelled upon it because the most 
effective introductioD of all is that which simply sets 
forth a man's indisputable claim to be well received. 
Deign to bold ns in remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 



XIV 
To the Lord Bishop Principius 

A.D. 472-4 

ThOUoh I have never seen your face, venerable father, i 
for a long time I have seen the effect of your activities. 
The praise of such suntliness as yours is widely spread ; 
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itOTerleapsmerebonnda of space; andjust as the influence 
of a great character knows do bound, so no term is set 
1 to the range of a noble reputation. You will put this 
all down as my exaggeration unless I adduce m support 
of my statement some competent witness. I therefore 
cite a revered member of the famous Invtherhood at 
Lerins,^ a contemporary there with Maximus and 
Lupus, one who went such lengths in rennnciatioQ 
that he might claim to rival the archimandrites* of 
Memphis or the Holy Land. I mean Bishop Antiolus, 
who was the first to tell me about your &ther and 
brothers, and the high example which both of yon set 
in the exercise of your exalted functions in the Church ; 
his account of you first kindled in me the desire to 
know a sKiry, familiarity with which has ever ^oce 

3 been my delight. One might almost c<unpare your 
fother to Aaron the High Priest of old, whom bis 
brother, the Lawgiver, first antnnted with the oil of 
sanctilicauon in the midst of the pec^e in the wilder- 
ness, calling next his sons to the same sacred office. 
But Aaron's hapfnness in Ithamar and Eleazar was 
marred when Nad^ and Abihu were destroyed ' by 
lightning ; they were cut off and punished in the flesh, 
but we may believe that in the spirit they had absolution, 

4 I never heard that you offer strange fire when you come 
to lay your hands upon the altar ; rather with the censer 
of the heart you bum a glowing incense, ot^ring the 
sacrifices of chasbty and love. As often as with the 
cords of exhortation you bind the yoke of the law upon 
the necks of the proud, so often in spirit do you sacrifice 
bulls to the Lord. As often as with the goad of your 
rebuke you drive unners polluted by the rankness of 
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seosud iodulgence to the sweet savour of a modest life, 
so often do you ofi«r rank goats in the sight of Christ. 
As often as your rebuke leads the sou) to sigh in 5 
penance and compunction over the committed fault, 
who shall doubt that you present in raystic sacrifice the 
pur of turtle^loTes and the two- young pigeons which 
by tbnr number and their plaints symbolize the twofold 
nature of man ? As often as your warning voice moves 
the glutton to parch by fire of frequent fastings his 
gross body and heaving swollen stomach, who shall 
doubt that you consecrate, as it were, the finest 
flour in the pan of craitinence .' Every time that 6 
you persuade a sinner to renounce the vanities of mis- 
belief, to profess right doctrine, to hold the faith, 
to keep the way, or to hope for eternal life, who dot^Hs 
that in the making of a convert triply freed from heresy, 
hjrpocrisy, and schism, you dedicate the purest shew- 
bread with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth ? 
Who, in fine, is not aware that the corporeal sacrifice 7 
slain as type under the Law is more than r^laced by 
the spiritual sacrifice which you offer under grace ? That 
is why I give abundant thanks to God for your letter, 
from which I perceive that although the aforesaid pre- 
late told me great things of you, there were greater 
diings which he left unsaid, I am persuaded that you 
who seem so admirable in other men's description, and 
more admirable yet in your own letter, will prove best 
of all seen face to face. 

The clerk, Megechius, who brought your message, 8 
has satisfactorily concluded his affairs, and carries back 
my respects. I fear I may be of little practical use to 
bim, but if good wishes avail, he has mine. Through 
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him I argeDtly entreat your brother and yourself 
fre(]ueBtty to quench my thirst with a stream of your 
most titoary letters, and you must write the oftener of 
the two. If the difficulties of the road and the distance 
between us prove ao obstacle to my desires, at least pray 
sometimes for those who ask your prayers. Honoured 
though I should be by your regular corres^kondence, 
your occasional prayers promise me something more 
than honours, they promise me salTation. Deign to 
hold me in remembrance, my Lord BUbcf . 



To the Lard Bishop Prober 

A. D. 478(0 

1 You wished me to celebrate the glory of the holy 
Annianus, the greatest and most perfect of prelates, equal 
to Lupus, and no unworthy nval of Germanus; you 
would fain see graven on the hearts of all the faithful 
the memory of a character so fine, so eminent, so richly 
endowed with so many virtues and so many merits, to 
which I myself should like to add this, that he made 
way for such a successor as yourself. You exacted a 
promise from me at the same time that I would hand 
down for the benefit of those who come after us the 
history of the war with Atttla, with the whole tale of 
the siege and assault of Orleans when the city was 
attacked and breached, but never laid in ruins, and the 
bishop's celebrated prophecy was dirioely answered from 

2 above.* I actually set to work upon the bo^ ; but when 
I grasped the extent of my undertaking I repeated of 
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having ever begun ; I therefore sutleied no one else 
to hear a work which my own judgement already 
condemned. But to the lirst pan of your request 
I can return a different answer ; your wishes, and 
the merit of that great bishop make it my duty to 
enhance his fame without delay by every means within 
my power. I only ask you, as a fair creditor, to treat 
with laudable indulgence this promise of your reckless 
debtOT, and in that other matter to refran from asking 
what I must refrain from attempting to do. Deign to 
hold me in remembrance, ray Lord Bishop. 



To his friend Constantiui 

C. A. D. 478 

I FKOMiSED the illustrious Petroniira to conclude this i 
little book in a few letters ; but in endeavouring to spare 
you, I have been very hard on him. He was to haw 
the drudgery of revision, you the honour of the issue ; 
the responsibility of conveying the volume to you was 
to be his, the pleasure of paying the homage mine. I 
have carried out my intention; if you will cast your 
practised eye over the numerous superscriptions I think 
you will be struck by the manner in which the pages 
are filled. I have reached the very margins near the 
smhUitui ; as the Satirist says, it is time to iinish my 
Orestes^, even if I have to write on the other side of 
the parchment. 

In this work I have not been classical, or enlisted i 
in my service a fabulous Terpsichore, nor have I led 
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my pen by dewy banks and mossy roclu to the well- 
spring of Aganippe. I only hope that what I have 
written may not prove rambling pointleis stuff, and full 
of trivial conunoDplaces, Fen- an accomplished reader 
like yourself can take no pleasure in an invertebrate, soit 
and enervated style ; what he requires is something 
nervous and masculine in the antique manner. Those 
qualities must be left to a greater talent than mine ; 
enou^ for me, if you forgive me for keeping you 
waiting so long. 

3 It is fortunate that our illustrious fiiend requested no 
further additions ; that would have involved me in long 
delays, for not a single cabinet or case contuns anything 
more worth production. This will show yon that 
although my time of ^encc is still to come, I have 
certunly begun to tbittk of it, and that for two reasons. 
If I win approval, I shall give ray readers pleasure at 
the smallest cost to themselves ; if, on the other band, 
1 am disqiproved, thdr weariness will soon be over. For 
my style has no polished graces i it is of a positively 

4 heathen bluntness. What use should I have, indeed, 
for an austere archaic manner, or for far-fetched terms 
of Salii or Sibyls, or the old SaUne Cures P * Such 
things the masters for the most part avoid ; they are 
for some flanien to expound, or some antiquated reader 
of the law's conundrums. My dicuon is dry and 
jejune ; mine is a vocabulary of common words in too 
general use to claim distinction, too ready to every one's 

5 hand to find acceptance with the critical. If my writing 
lacks eloquence and force, I can confidently say that 
it contains nothing which is not genuine and absolutely 
true to fact. Why should I insist upcm the point? 
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If my style pleases my friends, it is good eoough for 
me. I am content mth either kind of verdict : they 
may dther be criticai and te|] me the truth, or partial 
and deceive themselves. All I shall ask of Providence 
in future is that posterity may judge or be decrived in 
the same maonn. FarewelL 
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Tff his friend Firminus 



I You iDust, my honoured Son, that I should exceed 
the existing limit of my collected Inters ; that I should 
adventure further, and refuse to content myself with the 
present total. Your reason in favour of adding a ninth 
volume is that Pliny, in whose steps you deem me to 
follow in this work, as^gns the same term to his own 

a collection.' I may yield to your desire ; but all the 
same, this friendly invitation raises difficulties, and is 
far from promising advantage to such poor reputation as 
I already possess. In the first place, it is very late in 
the day to append this new addition to the volume 
already issued. Secondly, I do not know the umpire 
who would not hold it indecent in an author to ^ve 

3 a dngle work three supplements. Nor, having definitely 
announced the work done, should I know what excuse to 
make for not curbing my incorrigible loquacity, unless 
indeed it were this, chat one cannot constrain one's friend- 
ships as one can limit one's page. For these reasons, 
I think you ought to stand on guard before my reputation, 
and make my motives clear to the inquisitive ; I should 
like you to send me regular intelligence of the views 

4 expressed by those whose opinions I should value. If 
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afier forcing me to chatter on, you yourself persevere in 
^nce, you will have no fair groDod for complaint if 
I pay you out in your own coin. It is incumbent on 
yon above all others to be lenient in judging my en- 
deavour to ful61 the task and obligation imposed upon me. 
Meanwhile, I will at once insert in the margin of the 
eighth book any fresh letter which comes into my hands. 

Apollinaris, all ardour in most pursuits, is utterly 5 
remiss in one ; study has but a faint attraction for 
him, whether he reads by his own choice or by com- 
pulsion. At least, that is how it a[^)ears to me, since 
I count myself one of those Others who are so eager, 
so amtatioDS, and so apprehensive about the progress 
of thrir sons that they hardly ever find anything to 
commend, or if they do, are hardly ever satisfied. 
Farewell. 

II 

To the Lord Bishop Euphronius 

t. A.D. 472 

The nussive with your saintly greeting has been i 
delivered by the priest Albiso and the Levitc' Proculus, 
whom I may accept as my masters in conduct, since 
they have proved themselves your worthy pupils. The 
letter does me a great honour, but it imposes a yet 
greater burden. Although your benediction delights 
me, the accompanying injunction fills me with di»nay. 
Indeed, I am so perturbed that I cannot think even of 
a partial obedience. You bid me attempt too intricate a 
task, and much too far beyond my capacity. At a time 
when my powers wane towards their end, I am to essay 



DyGoogle 



i7« Book IX 

a work which I should be mad to b^n and could 

2 neKi hope to finish. If I koow jroor loyal heart aright, 
your xeal aim was rather to ffve me proof of your affec- 
tion than to see my completed labours. But I shall 
take good caie that while from Jerome, the master 
of exegesis, Augustine, the master of dialectic, and 
Origen, the master of allegory, you reap full ears of 
spiritual emotion and a harrest of saying doctrine, 
that DO dry stubble shall rustle in your ears from 
this parched tongue of mine. Ai well blend the 
hoarse cry of the goose with ^ie swan's muuc, or the 
spaaow's impndent chirp with the tunefiil plaint of 

3 nighdngales. Should I not show a certain etfrontoy 
and watK of proper feeling were I to approach so 
formidable a task — I, a novice in the Church, but 
a veteran, alas ! in transgression — I, light in learning, 
but weighed down by a heavy conscience .' If I were 
to send what I had written to be seen by other eyes, 
I should become the laughing-stock even of critics who 
never set eyes on me. 

I entreat you, therefore, my Lord Bishop, not to 
insist on spoiling a modesty which would fain avoid 
publicity, m* tempt me into so rash an adventure. Such 
is the envy of the bacUnters, that a mere beginning is 
more sure of their censure ^than a successful conclusion 
of their applause. D^^ to hold me in remembrance, 
my Lord Bisbbp. 
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To the Lord Bishop Faustus 

c. A.D. 477 

Your old loyalty to a friend, and your old mastery i 
of dicdoD are both unchanged ; I admire equally the 
heartioess of yonr letters, and the perfect manner of 
theii expression. But I think, and I am sure that you 
will concur with me, that at the present juncture, when 
the roads are no longer secure owing to the moTements 
of the peoples, the only prudent and safe course is 
to abandon for the present any regular exchange of 
messages ; we must be less asuduous correspondents ; 
we must learn the art of Iceefong ulence. This is 
a bitter deprivation, and hard to bear when a fnendshtp 
is as close as ours; it is imposed upon as not by 
casual circumstance, but by causes at once definite, in- 
eritable, and diverse in their origin. 

First among them I must set the examination of all z 
letter-carriers upon the highways. Messengers may 
run small personal risk, Hnce nothbg can be alleged 
against them ; but they have to put up with endless 
annoyance, while some vigilant official subjects them 
to an inquisitorial search. At the first sign of faltering 
in reply to questions, they arc suspecte4. of carrying in 
their heads instructions which cannot'lie found upon 
their persons. The sender of a letter is thus placed in 
an awkward portion, and the bearer is liable to rough 
usage, especially at a time like this, when fresh disputes 
between rival nationalities have destroyed a treaty of 
long duration. In the second place I set the soreness of 3 
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my heart over my own private troubles, for I was taken 
from home with a show of great consideration, but 
really removed by compul^on to this distant spot, where 
I am broken hy every kind of mental angiuah, enduring all 
the hardships of an exile and the losses of a proscript. 
It is therefore by no means the right moment to ask 
me for finished letters, and were I to attempt them, it 
would be impemoeDce, for the exchange of a lively or 
elaborate correspondence should be confined to happy 
people ; to me it seems little less than a barbarism for 
a man to write gaily when his spirit is vexed within 

4 him. How much better it would be for you to give the 
benefit of your unremitring orisons to a soi^l conscious 
of its guilt and trembling as often as it recalls the debts 
of a sinful career ! For you are versed in the prayers 
of the Island brotherhood, which you transferred from 
the wrestling-place of the hermit congregation, and 
from the assembly of the monks of Lerins,^ to the city 
over whose church you preside, for all your episcopal 
rank, an abbot still in spirit, and refusing to make your 
new dignity a pretext for any relaxation in the rigour of 
the ancient discipline. Obtain for me, then, by your 
most potent intercession that my portion may be in the 
Lord ; that enrolled from henceforth among the coia- 
panies of my tribesmen the Levites, I may cease to be of 
the earth earthly, I to whom not a yard of earth remains; ^ 
and that I may begin to estrange myself from the guilt of 
this world, as I am already estranged from its riches. 

5 In the third place, and perhaps this after all is the chief 
reason why I have given up writing to you, I have a 
boundless admiration for your tropical figurative style, 
and for that consummately varied and perfected diction 
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of which yonr last letter affords such ample evidence. 
Many years ago I sat a hoarae demonstrative Ibteim 
when you preached rither extempore, or, if occasion 
demanded, after catefu) preparation. I especially 
remember the week's festival of the dedicaticHi of 
the church at Lyons, when you were called upon by the 
general deare rf your venerahle colleagues to deliver an 
oration. On that occasion you proved yourself a master 
both of forensic and religious eloquence, and held the 
balance between them with such perfection that we hung 
upon your words with ears strained and roused emotions ; 
you cared less to indulge our umple predilections because 
you knew that you had wholly sausHed our reason. 

There you have the cause of my present and my 6 
fiiture silence ; I could not refuse a &w words without 
disobedience, but henceforward I shall hold my peace 
and learn in silence. In future the word lies widi you, 
my Lord Bishop. It is yours to devote yourself to 
the teaching of sound and perfect doctrine in works 
desdned to live ; for not a man hears you in argument 
or expo^tion who does not leani to deserve the praise 
of others in deed no less than word. Forgive my 
dm[Je letter,^ which has at least the virtue of con- 
forming to your de^res ; I have myself to admit that, 
by comparison with yours, my style is ioaiuculate as 
a child's. But there is little point in all this heavy 7 
repetition; the most ibolish thing in the world is to 
be always deprecating one's own follies. Judgement 
rests with you, and tf you put things to a thorough test, 
you will find much to laugh at, and even more to cen- ' 
sure. I shall welcome it if your notorious kindness 
of heart allows you for once to abandon your dislike of 
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being critical, and cMidcraii socb points as need correc- 
tioD. Only if you strike out passages here and there, 
shall I have the satisfaction of feeling that you approre 
what you leave intact. Deign to hold me in remem- 
brance, my Lord Bishop. 

IV 

To the Lord Bish«p Graecus 
A.D. 473 (?) 

I Our traveller and bearer of mutual salutations treads 
a path of which be knows every yard from having to 
traverse over and over again the roads and tracts between 
our several cities. We ourselves must keep to the ideal 
set before us ; we ought, indeed, to be more intent on 
it than ever, and redouble our zeal now that so many 
messengers arc constantly upon the way, and above all, 
Amantius. If we fail m this, it will look as if we 
corresponded just because he regularly calls for letters, 
and not because we really wish to write them. You 
must think more often of tbe friends among whose 
nuodier I venture to count myself; all of us fed no less 
elated by your good, than deppessed by your adverse 

1 fortune. Were we not moved to symp^etic teats by 
the mouruAil story of your anguish at the fate of cer- 
tain brethren i Flower of the priesthood, jewel among 
pODtilTs, mighty in learning, in righteonaness mightier 
yet, spurn from you the threatening waves of earthly 
storms, for we have often heard from your own lips 
that the way to the promised (easts of patriarchs and 
the celestial nectar lies through the bitter cups of earthly 
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sorrows. Wbethw he wiU or no, each foUower of the 
Mediator who endured the world's contempt must follow 
his Lord's example. Whatever draughts of trouUe the 
afflictioD of this present life sets to our lips, we shall 
percdve how small our burdeu is if we will but lemem- 
ber what He who calls us to His heaven once drank 
tq»R the tree. Deign to hold me in remembrance, my 
Lord Bishop, 



Ttf the Lord Bishop JuUaims 

c. A.D. 477 
Though we dwell further apart than nther of us could i 
wish, the distance dividing us has had less to do with 
the intnnipdoD of oar intercourse than the fact that 
we live under different laws ; national disagreements 
born of opposing interests have hindered our frequent 
conespondence. But now that a peace has been con- 
cluded,^ and the two peoples are to become trusty allies, 
our letters will be able to pass in greater numbers since 
they will arouse no more suspicion. Unite your prayers, 3 
then, with those of your reverend brothers, that Christ 
may deign to jH'OSper our handiwork, restraining the 
quarrels of our princes, making th«r wars to cease, 
granting to them the ^ of good intention, to us peace, 
and to all security. Deign to hold us in remembrance, 
my Lord Bishop. 
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To the Lord Bishop Ambrose 

AFTER A.D. 472 

1 Your holiness has interceded before Christ with 
effect on behalf of our well-bdoTed iiiend (I will not 
mention his name — you will know whom I mean), 
the laxity of whose youth you used sometimes to 
lament before a few chosen witnesses of your sorrow, 
sometimes to bemoan in silence and alone. For he has 
suddenly broken olf his relations with the shame- 
less slave-^rl to whose low fascinatbn he had utterly 
abandoned his life ; by this prompt reformation he has 
taken a great step in the interests of his estate, of his 

2 descendants, and of himself. He dis^pated his in- 
heritance undl his coders were «npty; but when he 
ODce began to consider his position, and understood 
how much of his patrimony the extravagance of his 
domestic Charybdis had swallowed up, not a moment 
too soon he took the lut in his teeth, shot^ his head, 
and stopfang his ears, as one might say, with Ulysses* 
wax, he was deaf to the voice of evil, and escaped the 
shipwreck that follows meretricious lures. He has led 
to the altar a maid of high lurth and ample fortune, and 

3 for that we must give him credit. It would of course 
have been a greater glory to have abandoned the volup- 
tuous life without takbg to himself a wife ; but few of 
those who forsake error at the call of virtue can be^ 
upon the highest level, and after indulging themselves 
in everything, cut off all indulgence at ooe stroke. 

4 It is now )'our part by assiduous prayer to obtain for 
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the newly married couple good hope of issue ; and then, 
when they have one or two children (perhaps even in 
that we concede too much), to see to it that this stealer 
of unlawM joys shall abstain thereafter even from law- 
ful pleasures. At present the conduct of this bride and 
bridegroom is so seemly that to see them once together 
is enough to reveal the gulf between the honourable 
love of a wife and the feigned endearments of the con- 
cubine. Deign to hold me in remembrance, my Lord 
Sish(^ 

VII 

Tfl the Lfird Bishop l^emiffus 

A.D. 47»-4(0 
Ohx of our citizens of Clermont (I know the man, i 
but forget his business, which is immaterial) went 
recently on a journey to Belgic Gaul, and while 
at Rheims so won your copyist or your bookseller 
by the charms of his manner or of his purse that he 
wormed out of him, without your consent, a complete 
set of your Deelamalmi. After his triumphant return 
with such a splendid spoil of volumes, he in^sted on 
presenting the whole series to us as his fellow towns- 
men, though we were (juite ready to purchase them-— ■ 
a rather graceful act. Alt of us here who are devoted to 
literature were properly desirous of reading the books, and 
we at once began to transcribe the whole, committing to 
memory as much as we were able. It was the universal 2 
opinion that there were few men living who could write 
as you do. There are few or none who before even 
beginning to write could arrange their subjects so well, 
so calculate the posidon of syllables, or the juxta- 
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position of consooant and vowe) ; and besides, there is 
none whose illustratioBs are so apposite, whose staiemcMs 
are so trustworthy, whose epithets are so appropriate, 
whose allusions so full of charm, whose arguments are 
so sound, whose sentiments carry such weight, whose 
dicdon has such a flow, whose periods come to so fiilmi- 

3 nant a conclusion. The framework is always stout 
and linn, bound with many a delightful tran^tion, and 
close caesura, but withal quite easy and smooth, and 
rounded to perfection ; it helps the reader's tongue to 
pass without obstacle, so as never to be troubled by 
rough divisions, or roll in stammering accents on the 
palate. All is fluent and ductile; it is as when 
the finger glides lightly over a surface of polished 
crystal or onyx, where there is not the slightest crack 

4 or fissure to stay its passage. I have said enough. 
There is no orator alive whom your masterfid skill 
would not enaUe you easily to suipass and leave far 
behind. I almost dare to suspect (forgive my aadadty) 
that a flow of eloquence so copious and so &r beyond 
my powers of dcKription must sometimes make you 
vain. But do not think that because you shine 
with the twofold brilliance of your holy life and your 
consummate style you can therefore disregard our 
opinion ; remember that though our authorship may be 

5 worth litde, our cridcism may count for much. In 
future, then, cease to evade our judgement, from which 
you have nothing either mordant or aggressive to fear. 
For I must warn you that if you leave our barreoness 
nnenriched by the stream of your eloquence, we shall 
take our revenge by engaging the services of burglars, 
whose clever hands will soon despoil your roll-cases 
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e and support. If yon are imperturb- 
able before a fHeodly request to-day, you mil soon 
leani what perturbation means to-monow, when the 
thieves have cleared your shelves. Ddgn to keep me 
m remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 



To the Lord Bishop Principius 

A.D. 47»-474 
I WAS loDgtog for a line from you when <]uite nnex- i 
pectedly our old messenger brought me your answer ; 
fais efficiency in the present case proves him a 6t and 
proper poson to be entrusted with our further corre- 
spondrace. Your second letter is a gift, or rather bless- 
ing, whichlrepay with myiiiithergreetings: theaccouot 
is DOW numerically but fu from qualitatiTely equal. 
And since we live in sfnritual communioD, while our 3 
homes are remote, so that we are debarred by our situation 
from the pleasure of meedng, pray for me, that I may 
be released from the burden and travail of this present 
life by a holy death such as my hean desires, and that 
when the day of Judgement dawns and the dead are 
raised, I may join your throng a servitor, were it even 
on the t«ins of the Gibeonites*. For in accordance 
with the divine [womisc, the sons of God shall come 
together from every nation, and if pardon be given to 
my grievous sin, however diverse my deserts, I shall not 
be separated far from the place where glory awaits you 
among the saints. Deign to hold me io remembrance, 
my Lord Bishop. 
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IX 
To the Lord Bishop Faustus 

AFTER A. D. 47S 

1 You have lamented our long ulence, venerable &ther, 
but while I recognize aod appland your desire that 
it should at last be broken, I cannot admit that any 
blame attaches to me. When you bade me some time 
back g^ve you my news, 1 wrote before receiving your 
last communicauoD, and my letter actually reached Riez ; 
but though you were at Apt, you aptly escaped its 
perusal.^ I was most anxious, both to receive my due 
credit for having written, and to escape too severe 

2 a criticism when you read the missive. But on this 
pmnt I need say no more at present, especially as 
you again ask me for a letter, and one as voluminous 
as I can make it. I long to satisfy you ; the goodwill 
is there, but unfortunately I have no subject for my pen. 
Greetings should take up little space, unless they intro- 
duce some matter of real interest ; to spin them out with 
mere verbiagf, is to deflect from the path defined by 
Satlust when he- said that Catiline had words enough 
but litde wisdom.^ So my vaU will have to follow my 
avt at an exceedingly short interval. I beseech your 
prayers for me. 

3 What a stroke of luck ! Just as I was on the point of 
folding up my letter, something has occurred for me to 
write about, and if ather the pleasure or the annoyance of 
the event delays my protest a single moment, I will own 
myself deserving of the indignity to which T have been 
exposed. You have fallen into my hands, Great Master, 
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I do more than triumph ; I have you at my mercy, and 
in my captive I find one of no less stature thin the 
antidpadons of years had led me to expect. I cannot 
say whether you are canght against your will, but it 
looks like it. Pot if you did not mean your books 
to pass me without my knowledge, you certainly did 
nothing to prevent the passage. It aggravates the 
offence that in traversing Auvergne they not merely 
went close under my walls but almost grazed my person. 
Were you afraid that I should be jealous ! Thank God, 4 
I am less open to the charge of envy than any other ; 
and were it otherwise, were I as guilty of this as of 
other defects, the hc^lessness of a successful rivalry 
would be enough to purge me of emulation. Did you 
fear the frown of so severe and difficult a critic as your 
servant f What critic so swollen or so opinionated as 
not to kindle at yonr least ardent passages 1 Was 5 
it your low estimate of a junior that led you to 
ignore and to disdain me ? I hardly think it. Was it 
that you thought me ignorant ! I could put up with 
that if you mean ignorant of the art of writing, not 
ignorant in appreciation. I must remind you that only 
those who have taken part in the games presume to 
pass judgement on the racing chariots. Was there any 
casual disagreement between us, leading you to suppose 
that I might decry your work ! Thanks be to God, 
my worst enemies cannot make me out a lukewarm friend. 
Why waste these words i you ask. Well, I will now 6 
let you have the whole story of this secretiveness which 
so incensed me, and of die discovery which has put me 
in such high spirits again. I had read those works 
of yours which Riochatus the priest and monk,' and 
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thus twice a suanger and fnlgrira in this world, was 
taking bsck fbr you to your Bretons ; for you, who may 
well be called Paujtus to-day, ^nce you cannot grow 
old, since you will always live in the mouths of men, 
and after your bodily death, attain immortality by your 
works. The venerable man made some stay in our 
city, wai^ng till the agitated main of peoples should 
calm down, for at that time the vast whirlwind of wars 
rose dreadful against us on this ^de and on that. All 
your other good giits he freely [Hoduced; but managed to 
keep back, always with the most exquisite courtesy, the 
chief treasure he conveyed, unwilling perhaps to let me 
feel the contrast between yonr loses and my brambles. 

7 After rather more than two months, he hurriedly left 
us, a nimottr having got abroad that he and bis company 
had with them mysterious things of great pnce, carefully 
wrapped up from view. I went after him with horses 
swift enough easily to cancel the day's start he had 
gained ; I came up with my felon, I leapt at his throat 
with a kiss, laughing like a man but pouncing like a wild 
beast ; I resembled a robbed tigress that with winged 
feet springs like a flash upon the neck of the Parthian 

8 hunter to dash her stolen cub from his grasp.' To cut 
the story short, I embraced the knees of my captive 
friend ; I stopped the horses, tied the bridles, opened 
his baggage, discovered the volume 1 sought,^ dragged it 
forth in triumph, and began reading away and dismem- 
bering it by making lengthy exceqrts from the important 
chapters. I dictated as fast as I could, and the skill 
of my secretaries yet fiirther abbreviated my task, for 
tbey were able to skip letters wholesale, using a system 
of substituted signs. The story of our parbog would be 
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an orerlong tale, and after all of no great interest ; our 
cheeks were wet with tears ; we embraced and embraced 
agaia, hardly able to tear ourselves away. My exulta- 
tion was justified by my safe return, laden with the 
spoils of loving-kindness and master of great riches 
fiir the soul. 

And now for my opinion of this booty. I should 9 
rather like to hold it back, in order to keep you in 
suspense ; judgement withheld were vengeance more 
complete. But I despair of taking down your pride ; 
for you are conscious of so masterly an eloquence that 
sheer delight in what they read wrings eulogy from 
your readers, whether they wish to withstand the charm 
or not. Listen, then, to the sentence which an injured 
friend now passes on your book. It is a work of the 10 
most frmtful labour, varied, ardent, sublime, excellent in 
classification, rich in apt examples, well balanced by 
its form as dialogue, and by the fourfold division of 
its subject. There is much that is inspiring, much 
that is grand ; here I find simplicity without clumsiness, 
there punt not too &r-fetched i grave matters are 
handled with ripe judgement, deep matters with proper 
caution ; on debatable ground you take firm stand ; in 
controversy your argument is always ready. Now 
persuasive, now severe, always intent to edify, you 
write with eloquence, with force, and with exquisite 
discrimination. 

Following you over the whole wide field traversed in 1 1 
so many manners, I find you easily superior to all other 
writers alike in conception and in execution. You must 
appreciate my sincerity in this the more, when you 
remember that I pronounce my o[union under the smart 
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of your affront. 1 think your work could only be 
improved by one thing — your presence io person to 
read it, when something might yet be added by the 
author's own vcnce, his gesture, his restrained ait of 

12 physical expression. Endowed thus with all these 
intellectual and literary gifts, yoo have united your- 
self with a Fair woman according to the precept of 
Deuteronomy, i^ You saw her among the hostile squad- 
rons ; and then and there you loved her as she stood in 
the forefront of the adversary's battle ; through all the 
re^staoce of the foe, you bore her off in the strong 
arm of passion. Her name is Philosophy, she it ts 
whoro you snatdied by force from among the impious 
arts; and having shorn the locks betokening a false 
faith, with the eyebrows arched with pride of earthly 
learning, and cut away the folds of her andent vesture, 
which are the folds of sad dialectic, veiling perverse and 
unlawful conversation, you purified her and joined her 

15 to you in a dose and mystical embrace. She has been 
your faithfiil follower from your early years ; she was 
ever at your side, whether you practised your skill 
in the arena of the crowded city, or subdued the flesh 
in remote solitudes ; in the Athenaeum she was with 
you, and in the monastery ; with you she abjured the 
wisdom of the world, with you proclaims that which is 
from above. Whoever provokes you as her lawfiJ spouse 
shall soon perceive the noble range of your philosophy, 
and find himself confronted by the Platonic Academy 

14 of the Church of Christ. He shall hear you 6rst 
declare the ineffable omniscience of God and the 
eternity of the Holy Spirit. He shall not see you 
grow long hair or flaunt the pallium or staff* as insignia 
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of the philosophic state. He shall not see you pride 
yourself in nice apparel, indulging the exquiHte's pre- 
tension, or making squalor your boast. He shall not see 
youbetray your envy when in the gymnasia, or the Schools 
of the Areopagus ; Speusippus is {nctured for admiring 
eyes with bowed head, Aratus with open countenance ; 
Zeno with contracted brows, Epicurus with uawrinkled 
skin, Diogenes with hirsute beard, Socrates with failiog 
hair, Aristotle with arm freed from the mantle, Xeno- 
crates with his contracted leg, Heraclitus with his eyes 
closed by tears, Democritus with lips parted in a laugh, 
Chrysippus counting with clenched fingers, Euclid 
measuring with open hands, Cleanthes biting his nails 
over problems both of space and number.^ Far from 15 
all this, whoever challenges you shall see the Stoic, the 
Cynic, the Peripatetic, the Heresiarch all beaten with 
^etr own weapons and crushed by th«r own devices. 
Their followers who dare resist Christian faith and 
dogma to venture a bout with you shall soon be bound 
hand and foot and fall headlong into the toils of their 
own nets. The barbed syllo^sms of your lope shall 
hook these voluble tongues even while they seek escape ; 
you shall noose their slippery problems in categoric coils 
after the fashion of the clever doctor, who, if need be, 
will prepare his antidote for poison from the very venom 
of the serpent. I have said enough for the moment 16 
on your spiritual inaght and on the soundness of your 
learning. For do one can follow in your footsteps 
with an equal stride, since to no other is it given to 
speak better than the masters who taught him, and to 
make his actions better than his words. Not without 
reason shall yon be called by those qualified to judge, 
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most blessed above all in our generation, as one who b 
deed and word enjoys a great and twofold glory ; who 
after numbering years to be couuted on the right hand,' 
after bebg the model of this century and the desire of 
every other, shall die honoured for his excellence in 
every field, leaving his possessions to his own folk, 
and himself to the nations of the world. Deign to 
hold me in remembrance, my Lord fiishop. 



To the Lord Bishop Apnmcultu 

AFTER A.D. 475 (?) 

1 My letter was delivered to you by a messenger who 
ought to have brought me back a reply ; for our brother 
Celestius, on his return recently from BSziers, extracted 
from me a document of surrender relating to my [clerk] 
InjurioEUs. I wrote it urged by the compelling force of 
your modesty rather than by any inclination of my own ; 
the least that I could do, confronted with such an atti- 
tude was to meet you halfway upon the swift feet of ray 

2 respect. Regard him, then, as yours by my deliberate 
act, but use him with generosity; indeed, I am sure you 
proposed nothing but the solace of your kindness. I 
have no further resentment against him, and write 
this rather as an introduction to you than as a formal 
dimissal for him. But I should like it to be a condition 
that he is to render you obedient service and assistance, 
and that if he stays with you he shall be regarded as 
neither yours nor mine ; but that tf he leaves you, it 
shall be open to both of us to treat him as a fiigitive.' 
Dngn to hold me in remembrance, my Lord Bishop. 
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To the Lord Bishop Lupus 
A. D. 478(0 
That unfortunate book which you regard as sent not i 
so much to you as through you, has insirired a letter 
which I in my turn regard as written not so much to me 
as ag^ost me.^ I cannot reply to your reproaches with 
an eloquence equal to yours ; I rely only on the justice 
of my cause ; how indeed am I to plead ' not guilty ' 
when you imply the opposite i At the very outset, 
therefore, I frankly ask your pardon for my offence, 
such as it is ; but I confess only to an error bom of 
diffidence and by no means of improper pride. The 3 
strictness of your judgement is no less formidable to me 
in literary than in moral questions, but I must admit 
that when I opened the volume it was the thought of 
the friendship you profess for me which oppressed me 
most. And that I think is natural ; for it is human 
nature for a friend who'suspects an injury to be severer 
than any one else. It is true enough, as you p(»nt out, 3 
that my book is a medley packed and piled with multi- 
farious subjects, episodes and personal facts ; it would 
have been outrageous had I been so in&tuated with my 
work as to imagine that no part of it would displease you. 
Whatever your judgement might prove to be, it was 
evident that I should derogate from my loyalty, if 
I foiled to ^ve you at least the first sight of the volume, 
even though I might not formally present it. If I were 
lucky enough to meet with your approval, you could not 
accuse me of having arrogantly neglected you \ if 00 the 
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other hand I w«re less fortunate, you could not say that 

4 I had fbiced my work upon your nouce. Nor did 
I expea to find it very difficult to excuse the motive 
which saved me from posably having to blush for 
myself. I imagined you to be as well aware as I myself 
that modesty becomes the writer of a new book better 
than assurance, and that timidity is far more likely to 
win the vote of the severe critic than a provocative 
spirit. On the other hand, if a man boldly announces 
a volume on a fresh subject, however much he may 
really have done to satisfy the legidmate expectation of 
the public, he will soon 6nd that he will be expected to 
do more. Whatever strictures you may pass on the 
tenor of this reply, I prefer to make a clean breast of 

5 it rather than resort to disingenuous evasions. Any one 
but myself would probably have argued somewhat after 
this wise : ' I never gave any one the advantage over 
you i no one else had recrived a special letter from me. 
The man whom you believed to be preferred before you 
had to be content with one letter to his credit, and that, 
too, having no retadon to the present matter. You on 
the other hand, for all your complaints at being over- 
looked, must have been simply exhausted by the three 
garrulous sheets you recdved ; you must have been 
Mckened by so long an immer^on in empty and dull 
verlriage. Moreover you may not have observed that, 
even so, your position and your high deserts have 
recdved ample consideration; your name appears in 
the first superscription of the book, as befits that of the 
primate among our Ushops. His name, on the contrary, 
only occurs once in a letter addressed to himself; yours 
is so mentioned more than once, and you are cited 
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be^des in letters addressed to other persons. Re- 6 
member, too, that where there is a subjea likely to 
please jrou, I have encouraged you to read it, whereas 
the person in question can only do so by your kind- 
ness ; he is prob^ly so endurrassed by your attitude 
to my little gift that I should be surprised if even 
now he has had a real chaoce of perusal, while you 
long ago reached the stage of transcribing. I expect 
he will hardly regard as my holograph a copy over 
which you have glanced; for to an example revised 
by you he can never impute either excess of barbarisms 
or defects in punctuation. In £ne, it might appear that 
all rights in the book had been handed over to you, 
seeing that you have the use of it while you please, and 
can dispose of it for so long that you may be said to 
keep it rather in your memory than in your bookcase.' 
Such arguments, with more of the same kind, might 7 
readily be adduced. I, however, shall waive them all, 
and prefer frankly to seek your pardon instead of making 
excuses for a problematical ofience. I make even less 
excuse for the carelessness of the present letter, first, 
because I have no longer the art of line wiiting, even 
if I attempt it ; second, because, when one has got 
a book off one's mind, one is longing for a holiday and 
cannot bring oneself to elaborate what one does not care 
to make public. But as I rightly make a point of giving g 
way to you in everything — -for where, indeed, is your 
equal to be found? — and as for ten whole lustres,' as 
often as a comparison has been instituted, you have been 
preferred to ail priests that have evn been, whether 
in our own time or before it, I would have you under- 
stand, that though your lamentations may shake the 
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Stars, though you call the glowing ashes of your fathers 
to witness my outrage to the laws of friendship, yet if 
there is to be aoy contest in mutual ailection, my foot 
shall stand fiim against yours, were it for no other 
reason than that to be beaten in anything is bad, but 
to be Tan<]uished in loyalty an abomioation. Whether 
you approve or no, I have right on my »de tn replying 
by this open declaration to reproaches, which for all 
their bsttemess, are yet more to me than all the honeyed 
flatteries of others. 

9 I have given you as communicative a letter as you could 
desire, £ut all my correspondence with you is that ; 
no letters of aoy writer could be more so. For you have 
the gift of encouraging men to write with confidence. I 
say no more of myself; but there is not a literate, how- 
ever retiring, whom you do not know how to draw out, 
just as the sun's rays by their absorbent power extran the 
moisture hidden in the bowels of die earth. So sharp 
are those rays, that they can penetrate not the fine sand or 
surface soil alone, but if there be a concealed spring deep 
under some massive mountain, there too the ardent 
nature of the mysterious powers of heaven reveals the 
secret of the liquid element. In like manner, venerated 
father, your lucid eloquence knows admirably how to 
influence and draw into the light, by its subtle address, all 
the studious who from love of quiet, or from modesty, lie 
in the obscurity of dark corners, their fame yet una wakened. 

ID Enough:'^! come back to the point; I have talked end- 
lessly and at large, but since I have surrendered and 
confessed my fault, I entreat you to be placable and 
give me the benefit of your clemency and forgiveness. 
Such are your holy cheerfulness and love of others that 
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you will derive a greater pleasure from this my written 
^logythan you would from any positive aa of reparabOD. 
Deign to hold me in remembrance, my Lord fiishop. 



To his friend Oresius 
f.A.D.484 
I HAva just recrived your letter, which I may com- i 
pare to the salt mined in the hills of Tarragona. The 
reader finds it sharp and lucid, yet none the less of 
a bland savour. The phraseology is charming, but the 
matter is also full of point. Taking small account of 
my present state of life, it asks me for a new poem, 
and this demand brings me no less trouble of mind than 
the admirable diction delight. At the very outset of 
my religious career, the art of versifying was the lirst 
thing that I renounced j gravity of deed was now my 
business, and if I occupied myself with such frivolous 
things as verses, I might well be accused of levity. 
Be^des, it is a matter of universal experience that 2 
a pursuit which has been intermitted for any time is 
only resumed with difficulty. Every one knows that 
both art and artist achieve their highest by constant 
practice ; if the usual exercise be forgone, arm and 
intellect alike will grow inert. The later or the more 
seldom the bow is used, the more refractory it is under 
the hand ; it is the same with the ox under his yoke 
and the horse with his bridle. Moreover, disinclination 
is not my only motive ; it is accompanied by a certain 
timidity. After three whole Olympiads of silence,' to 
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begin rhymiog ^ain would be do less embarrassing than 
3 irlsome. But it seems almost a crime to refuse you 
ereo the most difficult things ; your warm heart ts 
quite unused to be denied, and it would be a shame to 
deceive you of your confident hope. I shall therefore 
choose a middle path : I will compose nothing new ; 
but if I can find any of my former letters containing 
poems, written before the pressure of my present duties, 
you shall have them. I shall merely ask you not to 
be un^, and set me down as an incurable poetaster. 
I shall pride myself just as much on your good opinion 
if you deign to think of me rather as a modest than as 
an accomplished man. Farewell. 



To his friend Totiantius 

e. A.D. 481 

I 1 MUST admit that your judgement on my verses has 
long been too flattering and appreciative: I must admit 
that you rank me among the elect of poets and even above 
many of their number. I might be inclined to listen, 
were not your critical acumen influenced by your friend- 
ship. Praises born of partiality, though uttered in perfect 

3 good faith, are really based on error. You ask me now to 
send you some Ascle|Had3 forged on the Horatian anvil, 
that you may keep yourself in practice by declaiming 
them at table. I do so, though never in my life have 
I been so busily engaged in writing prose, 

' Long time, with hand well wom by the pen, have 
I written smooth hendecasyllables which you might 
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sing more eauly than choriamtncs, daocing on lighter 
foot to freer measure. But you will that our way 
should henceforth run by the Calabrian road, where, 
with reins of mighty music, Flaccus guided his lyric 
steeds to the melody of Pindar, while the strings were 
struck to the Glyconian rhythm, to the Alcaic also and 
the Pherecratian,! the Lesbian and the anapaestic ; in 
the freshness of his varied song he went, with words 
like violets of diverse hue about him. Hard was it 
for bards of old, hard for me to-day to see that 
the tongue, essaying the various music of verse, trips 
not by reason of too many written letters, and 
their male style which forUds luxuriant graces. 
Hardly may Leo himself attempt it, king of the 
Castalian choir; hardly he who most nearly follows 
him, Lampridius, though he professes prose and vnse 
alike before his students of Bordeaux. Yet this it 
is which I roust try for you : spare me, then, your 
jests. Suffer your poet to keep to the close hb 
pledge of modesty ; for nothing is less excellent than 
this, to end with laxity where the beginning was with 

I should personally much prefer that when you divert 3 
yourself at the banquet you should confine yourself to 
pious histories ; recite them often among your friends, 
and let an eager audience encourage their repedtioD. 
And if (for you are yet young) these salutary dis- 
tractions but faintly appeal to you, then borrow from 
the Platonist of Madaura^ his formulae of festal 
questions ; and to master them more fully, practise 
answering them when others propound, or yourself 
propound them for solution ; make this your study 
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4 even io leisure. But is festive occasions have been 
ineati<n)e<l, and you insist upon a poem, even one 
compoaed on another theme and for anodier person, 
I cannot hesiute to produce one longer. Take, there- 
fore, with what grace you may, one written in Majorian's 
reign, when a number of us were invited to a banquet 
by a common acquaintance, and I had to produce some- 
thing extempore on a book by Petrus, the emperor's 
secretary,^ which was just out, the master of the feast 
delaying the first course awhile for the occasion. My 
friends Domnulus, Sererianus, and Lampridius, sum- 
moned from their several homes to a single city,^ had 
also been invited, and had to write as I did. That 
sounds presumptuous ; they wrote, of course, hr better. 

5 We were only granted just dme for the allotting of the 
metres ; for we bad agreed, as honourable members 
of the poeucal fraternity, that though the subject should 
be the same for all, the verses of each should be in 
a different measure, so that the unsuccessful competitors 
might be spared immediate mortificarion and subsequent 
jealousy of the victor. For if all is composed in the same 
metre, iiiequality of talent is much more easily detected. 
I recommend the enclosed to your approval, preferably 
at some hour of perfect relaxation. It would hardly 
be fair to subject it to a severe criticism when your 
friend was never able to give his whole mind to the 
composition. 

• ' Come, flower of youth, called happily together. 
The place, the hour, the festal board, the theme, bid 
you extol to the skies the book which you now hear 

* The poem is translated into German rhymed decasyllables 
by Fertig, 1, p. 13. 
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recited, now yourselves recite. It is the book of 
Petrus, master alike of prose and verse. Brothers, 
let us celebrate the pious festival of letters. Let all 
things ministeriag to delight usher out the day which 
now moves to its close, fair cheer, and wine and the 

BriDg out hangings of fine linen ruddy of hue ; bring 
purple steeped with Meliboean dye in brazen vessels 
to enrich the fleece with purest stain. Let the fabric 
from a far land display the heights of Ctesiphon and 
of NiphBtes,^ and the wild beasts racing over the 
field, driven to madness by wounds skilfully f»gned 
in red, from which a blood which is no blood seems 
to issue, as though a real dart had pierced their sides. 
There the Parthian fierce of mien and adnut in the 
backward gaze vanishes on swift steed and turns again 
to launch a second dart, now flying, now putting in 
turn to flight the wild beasts' counterfrited forms. 

Let the round table be spread with linen purer than 
snow, and covered with laurel, with ivy and the green 
growths of the vine. Pile great baskets high with 
cytisus uid crocus, starwort and cassia, privet and 
marigold ; let sideboard and couch be gay with gar- 
lands of sweet scent. Let some hand perfumed with 
balsam smooth your disordered hair ; let frankincense 
of Araby smoke to the lofty roof. Come the dark, 
let many a light be hung from the glittering ceiling, 
high in the chan^r's upper space ; innocent of oil 
and clammy grease, let each lamp's bowl yield flame 
from Eastern balms alone. 

Let servitors bear in on laden shoulders viands fit 
for kings, their necks bowed under silver richly chased. 
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Id patera and bowl aod cauldron let nard miogle with 
Palemian wine ; let wreaths of roses crown tripod and 
cup. For we shall tread where garlands sway from 
many an ungnent-vase ; in mazy rounds our languid 
limbs shall know di^Kirt ; by step, by garb, by voice, 
each shall play tbe quivering Maenad. From her scat 
between two seas let Corinth send her pbyers of the 
cithara trained in the best of schools ^ to mimetic 
dance and song ; let their tuneful fingers accompany 
their melodbus voices, the plectrum cast a^e, and 
deftly ply the wires that leap to life beneath their 
touch. 

Give us, too, the bronze [upe loved of tbe nude 
Satyr; give us deep-sounding flute-players for our 
chorus, who from cavernous mouth and full-blown 
cheek shall chant the loud wind into the tubes. 

Give us songs for tbe tragic buskin, for the comic 
soccus songs ; give us eloquence of rhetors and melody 
of poets, of each in his several part, the best. 

Give us all these, yet Petrus shall surpass them all. 
In our hands is his book woven of. prose and verse, 
faring swift over roughest paths and labyrinthine ways. 
In every kind he makes essay, in every kind approved ; 
from this side and from that he bears the palm ; even 
learned lips must celebrate his praise. Away with 
the well of Hippocrene, away with Aganippe's fount ; 
avaunt ! Apollo, maker of sweet song, with all thy train 
of Muses; avauDt! Minerva, arbitress of melody. Away 
with all the names of legend; one God alone has 
dowered him with these gifts. 

When this man raised his voice, all sat dumb — 
emperor and senator, warrior, knight, and all the folk 
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of Romulus. And still their acclamations roll through 
forum, temple, camp, and country, while Fo and 
Liguria's loyal cities add their loud plaudits to the 
chorus. Like greetings echo through the towns of 
Rhdoe, ereo the wild Iberian shall imitate the Gaul. 
Nor shall the sound die in this region of earth ; it 
shall press onward to the lands where Eurus reigns ; 
Zephyr, Aquilo, and Auster shall bear it on their 
wings.' 

Seeking a song for your lips, I hare found one of 6 
my own. These trifles I drag into the light from the 
bottom of my desk, where for well-nigh twenty years 
they have lain for the rats and mice to gnaw : such 
verses as Ulysses might have found when he came home 
ftom Troy. I pray you give me gracious pardon for 
this distraction of an idle hour; it is surely neither 
false modesty nor impudence which begs you to bow 
before the force of precedent, and judge my small 
performance in the spirit with which I judged die 
whole book of my friend. Farewell. 



XIV 

To his friend Burgundio 

(No indication of date) 
It doubles my own pain to team that you too are i 
driven to keep your bed. No fate is so hard to bear 
as the separation of friends through sickness, when they 
are quite close to each other. Unless they share one 
room, they cannot exchange a word of mutual comfort 
or offer a prayer together. Each has burden of anxiety 
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enough on his own account, but a greater for his friend. 
However ill a man may be, his fears for himself vanish 

9 before the knowledge of his friend's danger. But God, 
most affectionate son, has relieved me of my worst dis- 
quietude, since you begin to regan strength. They 
say you even want to get up, ^d what I long even more 
to hear, that you are strong enough to do so. I really 
think you must be, or you would not have begun to ask 
my advice again, and set me literary prohlnns with the 
ardour of one perfectly recovered. Though you are only 
3 convalescent, you seem far more inclined for some 
ethical discourse of Socrates, than any physical treatise 
of Hippocrates. Verily you deserve, if ever man did, 
the encouragement of Rome's applauding hands, the 
thunder of the Athenaeum hailing you master, till the 

J seats shake with the clamour through every tier. And 
were but peace ours, and the roads free, these triumphs 
you would attain, given the opportunity of forming your- 
self in the society of our senatorial youth. Of such &me 
and such distinction I judge you capable from the be- 
coming speech you recently made ; you delivered extem- 
pore the matter of a written discourse, with the result 
that the kindly acclaimed you, the supercilious marvelled, 
the most accomplished had no &ult to find. But 
I ought not to embarrass your modesty by impertinent 
excess of praise ; my eulogies are better made to third 
persona than to yourself. I will proceed to the real 
subject of my letter, 

4 The inquiry which your messenger brings is : what 
do I mean by recurrent verses ? you want an immediate 
answer, with a concrete illustration. A recurrent verse 
is one which reads the same backwards and forwards 
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without changing the position of a single letter, or 
making any alteration in the metre.' Here is the 
classic example : 

Rmna liii tuhilo motihui Oil amor, 

[Here is another : 

Sole medere ptde, idt ptredt nu&/.] 

There is another Idnd in which, though the metre is 5 
unchanged, only the words are read backwards, not the 
several letters. A disuch of my own shall illustrate 
the point, though I am sure I have met with many 
others m the course of my reading. I anrnsed myself 
by composing it about a brook which had. been filled by 
sudden rain storms, crossing the highway with a noisy 
rush of waters, and overflowing all the tilled lands below. 

It was merely a passing flood, swollen with transient 6 
rains, and not sustained by any perennial flow from 
spring above. I happened to arrive by the road, and 
while I waited for the banks to reappear, for the moment 
giving up the ford," I amused myself by writing the 
followmg two verses, on the feet of which, if not on 
my own, I crossed the foaming torrent. 

'Praecipiti modo (]Uod decurrit tramite flumen, 
Tempore consumptum iam cito deficiet.' 

You see that, inverting the order, you get the 
following : 

'Deficiet cito iam consumptum tempore fiumen, 
Tramite decurrit quod modo praecipiti.' 
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Of course the merit all lies in the arrangement of the 
words ; elegance you must not expect, for there is none. 
The example suiEciently explains, I think, what you 

7 wanted to know. It now falls to you to oblige me in 
a similar way by following my lead, and sending me 
souiething which I in my turn request. An ideal 
chance is yours in the near future of speaking in public 
on the most notable of subjects, the glory of that Julius 
Caesar in praise of whom you have already written. 
The theme is so great that even the most exuberant of 
orators might doubt his power of rising to the occasion. 
Even if we leave out of the account all that the historian 
of Padua ^ has written on the fame of the invincible 
dictator, who could hope to challenge with the living 
word the work of Suetonius, or Juventius Martialis,^ 
or the Ephantrides of Balbus ? Be the enterprise re- 

S served for your hand. My friendly care it shall rather he 
to see that the benches are well filled with auditors, and 
to prepare men's ears fbrthe coming bursts of applause.^ 
While you exalt the virtues of another, it shall be my 
part to celebrate yours. Have no fear that I shall 
tning an audience of ignorant or spiteful Catos, ready to 
cloak either defect under a pretence of critical severity. 
One can make allowance for honest lack of culture, but 
people sly enough to detect good work, and at the same 
time grudge it credit, are detected and discredited 
themselves by every man of honour. 

9 Do not, then, be apprehensive on this account ; every 
one will lend a favouring ear and a fostering support ; 
we shall all enjoy together the refreshing pleasure which 
your recitation will give us. Some will extol your fluency, 
more your talent, all of us your freedom from conceit. 
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For it is laudable indeed, when a young man, I might 
almost say a boy, can stand forth in the open arena and 
be adjudged the prize on the double ground of character 

and talent. Farewell. 

XV 
To his friend Gelosiui 

e. A.D. 481 
You proTC my offence against you, and I do not i 
defend myself on the charge. In so far as no letter in 
this collection bears your name, 1 have indeed offended. 
But you write that you will regard the fault as venial, 
provided I send you something for recital at table, like 
the letter in prose and verse which I sent not long ago 
to my friend Tonantius for a similar purpose. You 
conclude by deploring that when I drop into poetry 
I never write anything but hendecasyllables, preferring 
that in the present case I should substitute for this 
trochaic facility something composed in verses of six 
feet. I acquiesce, only hoping that the enclosed will 
please you, whether you style it ode or eclogue. The 
composition was hard work, for when one is out of 
practice in a given metre, to write in it is far from easy. 
'You wish, dear friend, the fierce iambic to echo 
through my pages with impetuous rhythm, as hitherto 
the trochee ; the spondee with its two slow feet and its 
time of four, to bold the flighty dactyl in check awhile ; 
you wish that other swiftest of all feet to resound with 
these, named litly from the Pyrrhic dance, and always 
to be placed at the conclusion ; you wish next the 
anapaest to bound the beginning or the end of the verse, 
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which only in strictness deserves its oame when a third 
long syllable fbllows upon two short. 

An ordinary poet— for such, you know, your SoUius 
is — has not the skill to manage all these measures. My 
note is uncertain, ray wandering tongue has no art to 
unroll from echoing mouth the long-drawn epic. That 
skill is rather Leo's, or his who in Latin song follows 
in Leo's steps, and in the Greek stands first, who 
descends from the Sire of the Consentii ; who with 
lyre and tone and measure has sung, men say, by the 
ford of Pegasus in every form we know, and in 
the Greek tongue has held the high stars by Pin- 
dar's side, and ranged victorious the twin-peaked hill, 
second to none among the caves of Delphi. But if 
either bard forsake the Doric speech, and sing to the 
poet's lyre a Latias strain, then, Flaccus, all too feebly 
shall thou wield the plectrum of Venusia, and thou, 
O vanquished swan of Aulidus, shalt bow thy white 
and tuneful neck, moaning to hear the music of the 
swans of Atax, 

Nor these alone are skilled, albeit than the common 
skilled more skilful. For the rhetor Severianus had 
sung with a more transcending voice, and Domnulus, 
the subtle bard of Africa, with more elegance, and the 
learned Petrus with more harmonious strength, whose 
love of writing letters would never have stayed him 
from compo^ng marvellous verse. And ever more 
masterly had been the melodious music of Proculus, him 
of Ligurianhome and race, so finishing his graceful poems 
as to make his country rival in men's love Mantua of 
the Venetian land, and himself arise the peer of Homer 
in his glory, or drive abreast with Maro's car. 
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But I, whose thought and style merit contempt, how 
should I raise my baling voice among these, even for 
your pleasure, without proof of babbling unashamed 
and achievement falling ever short of my ambition ? 
Vet if even this shame suffice not to deter me, faow 
shall I deny you \ Love knows not fear : 'ds therefore 
I obey,' 

Do not, now, be ciitica] with one who picks up a lost a 
thread; all I ask is some indulgence for an art I rarely 
practise. If in future you make more such demands, 
you will have to smooth the path of my obedience, by 
giving me either a subject for my Muse, or a dance to 
put me in the comic vein. Farewell. 



To his friend Firminus 

C. A.D. 484 

You may remember, honoured Son, asking me to add i 
a ninth book, specially composed for you, to the eight 
already issued : those addressed to Constantius, whose 
great qualities are known to you, his eminent capacity, 
his sanity in counsel, his pre-eminent gift of eloquence, 
by which, in the discussion of public affairs, he eclipses 
all other speakers on his own or on the opposite side. 
Herewith I fulfil my promise with punctuality, if not 
strictly as proposed. For on my return after my a 
diocesan visitation,^ I began going through all my 
mouldering old papers for any chance drafts of letters that 
might be among them ; I worked as fast and as hard as 
I could, and then had them out and transcribed them with 
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all speed. I did not allow the wintry season to interfitre 
with my resolve of fulfilling your desire, though the 
copyist was hindered by the cold which prevented the 
bk drying on the page ; the drops froze harder than 
the pen,i and as the hand pressed the point on the 
page, they seemed to break from it rather than to flow. 
I have done my best to acquit my obligation before the 
mild Favonian breeze brings his natal showers to fertilize 
our twelfth month, which you call the month of Numa. 
3 I must now ask you not to require of me the two 
incompatible virtues of perfecbon and rapdity; for 
when a book is written, as it were, to order, the author 
may perhaps expect credit for punctual delivery but 
hardly for the quality of his work. 

As you profess delight with the iamlxcs I recently 
sent to our very genial friend Gelasius, you too shall 
have your present in the shape of these little slaves of 
Mytilene.' 

* ' Now has my bark steered its bold course on the 
twin seas of prose and verse, nor have I feared to ply 
the tiller on their sundered tides. I have lowered the 
yards, iiirled the great sails, and laid down the oar; my 
thwarts have run alongside, I have leapt ashore to kiss 
the dear-loved sands. 

The jealous chorus of my foes makes muttering ; they 
snarl like furious dogs ; but openly they dare say 
nothing ; they fear the public approval which is mine. 
Hissings of evil tongues beat upon the pQop, and shake 
the keel, and toss the curved sides of my boat; they 
fly about the mast. 

* Translated Into Gennan verie by Fetlig, Part iii, 
pp. aa-4. 
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For I, having recked oought of the heaving storms, 
with the steersman's guardian act have held my prow 
straight and come safe io port, winner of a twofold 
crown. One the Roman people granted, and the purple- 
robed senate assigned, and with a single voice the com- 
pany of the lettered, what time Nerva Trajan's forvm 
saw arise a lasting statue to my honour, set up between 
the founders of the two Libraries.^ The other was 
mine wellnigh two lustres after, when I received the 
honour of that high office which now alone maintains 
the rights of people and of senate.^ 

Heroic verse I have written, and much have I woven 
in lighter vdn ; elegiacs in six feet 1 have turned with 
twin caesura. 

Now, truned to ride my course in lines of eleven 
syllables I have gloried in a swift way ; singing many 
a time in Sapphic metre, rarely in the impetuous iambic. 

Nor can I now call to mind all that once I wrote in 
the ardour of past youth ; would that the mass of it 
might be buried away and withdrawn into silence ! 

For as we come to our last years, and the goal of 
old age draws nearer, the deeper grows our shame, 
remembering the levities of our callow youth. 

In the dread of that remembrance, I transferred all 
my care to the e^nstolary style, that though guilty of 
foolishness in song I might be innocent in deed ; nor be 
esteemed one all dissolved in pretty phrases, filling my 
page with tropes and idle trappings, by which the poet's 
empty fame might slain the austerity of the priest. 

Henceforth I plunge no more into any kind of verse; 
be the measure light or grave, I shall not readily be 
drawn to produce a song again ; 
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Unless it be to sing the trials of men persecuted for 
the faith, and martyrs worthy of heaTen, who have 
bought by death the reward of eternal life. 

First my chant should celd>rate the prelate who held 
the throne of Toalouse,^ whom they flung headlong 
down from the highest steps of the Capitol. 

Who denied Jove and Minerva, and confessed the 
blessing of Christ's cross, and therefore was bound by 
a ra^ng mob to the wild bull's back. 

That when the beast was driven to full speed over 
the height, his rent body was flung to earth, and the 
roct reddened with the pulp of his reeking brain. 

And after Satuminus my lyre should sing all those 
other guardian saints who through many tribulations 
have proved my helpers at need. 

Their several names my pious song may not rehearse; 
but though they sound not from the strings, they shall 
ever find echo in my heart.* 
4 Let me at the end drop verse for prose, and so con- 
form to the scheme originally proposed for my book. If 
1 dosed an unmetrical work with rhyow, I shonld break 
the rule of Horace,^ and turn out as common pot what 
began as amphora. Farewel). 
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NOTES 

U the pagi aumitrs, Ihe smalier 
uried in Ihe text* 

VOLUME I 

1. I. Both Petrarch (Letters! preface) and Politian 
(Letters, L I) imagined that in this passage Sidoaius waa 
depredatiiig Cicero; but modem commentators take the 
more oataral view that the greatest of Roman lettei-wiiten 
ia placed among authors of supreme excellence, and [<^atded 
u beroad imitation. CL Siimond, Notes, p. 7 ; Germain, i, 
p. 81 i Baret, pp. 76, 105, 

The Symmachns mentioned in the teit is Q. Auieliua 
Sirmmachus, who floorished at the close of the fourth century 
and has left ten bouks of Letten. An orator as well as a writei 
and a ptomiaeDt Senator, and one of the last distingajshed 
defenders of paguiism, he is remembered for his effort to 
secure the restoration of the altar of Victory to the Senate 

Jnlins Titianus, an orator, lived in the time of Maximin J, 
who chose him as tutor in rhetoric for his son ; during the 
latter part of bis life he presided over the Schools of Lyons 
and Besanfon. He was the author of geographical agiicnl- 
tiiralwoA8,and ofabookof fables. The 'Letters of Famous 
Women ' were placed in the mouths of heroines, after the 
manner of the Heroides of Ovid. Ct Hisloire lUtiraire de 
la France, i, pp. 401-4. 

a. M. Cornelius Frouto, orator, the distinguished master 
of Marcus Aurelios, who bestowed the consulship on him in 
161. 

* The abbreviation C. M. H, stands for the Cambridgt 
Mediaeval Histaty : lee p. clvlii. 
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2. 1. The poems of Sldonioi were probably pab1uih«d in 
468, leverml jmii before this brst book of the Letten. Thit 
dkte 1* probable because the FanegTiic of Anthemius begint 
the book, out of it* chnmolc^ul order, a lact wliich points 
to pnblicatioil during the reign of that emperor. 

S. I. A corrupt pa*Mge. The text reads : Ctrvix tan 
[sedet nodls] ttd turvu. 

a. Readbg ; gtttis ul adhuc vistidpihui. Another 
reading is ; gmoi ad taqtte /onifiiius, fthich would recall 
tlie Dse of tiM tweeuis so frequently found in Teutonic 



3. This allosloD to Tbeodoric's Arlan clerKy> "id bU 
iBBcJianical outward conformity, it probably intended to 
reconcile the orthodox Gallo-Komans to a possible eitenuoa 
of the Vjsigotbic king's Influence. See latroductioo, p. xyi. 

i. I. The doorway of the halt was screened by cnrtBlQa 
outside which wasabairier; the guards wer« posted between 
the two. Sinnond quotes Corlppus (III. ch. vi) on the 
audience hall of Jostin, where a similar arrangement pre- 
vailed. Cf. also CassiodoroE {Variat, XI. vii). 

1, Sidoains uses the hoti! tereuma here, as in II. xiii 
and IX. ziil, for taral or loraU, the covering of a couch. In 
this he foliowa Pradentius aod Salvian (Sirmond, Notes, p. 9). 

6. r. Taiula. The nse of this word implies that the 
game was played with a board, while the mention of taladi 
a few lines below shows that ' men ' were probably used 
in addition to the dice. Various suggestions at to the game 
here intended have been made ; the game of Dtitdaim 
scripUt, in which both 'men' and dice were used, seems 
probable. Cf. Marquaidt, PrivatUben, p. S57. 

>. The words are ; Sine motu evadiiur, sine colludit 
eoadit. The verb- may refer merely to the breakiog up of the 
party ; but the allusion may be, as Hodgkin thought, to the 
process of getting the men oat of one's opponent's ' table '. 

6. I. Organa hydrauliea. Cf. Vitravius, ix. 9 andi. r, rj. 
Hydraulic oi^ans are said to have been invented by Ctcsibins 
of Alexandria in the time of Ptolemy Euergetes (147-3]) 
B.C.). Hero of Alexandria (,Pmui>uaica, ch. Ixri) dcKiibet 



_;u.,Googli: 



Notes 217 

oat ; another description is given by Vitruviui, AthenMQi, 
Teitnllian, and Claudian all allade to such organs, wbtcb 
were evidentl)' veiy popular in the Roman empire from the 
third centiiry. An example i« represented in a tetrk-cotta 
found at Caithage (Daremberg and SagUo, Dietiannairt dts 
aniiquilh grecques ^ nmtatnts, jii, p. 31a, and Hg. 3919). 

7. I. The Calpurnian law permanently exdnded from the 
Senate, and punished by a fine, those convicted of political 
intrigue. The jDlian law eidnded for five years <Mily. The 
emperors, vhen they nominated to magistracies, attached 
penalties to this offence. Sidonios speaks retrospectively, 
without particular regard for the drcDmstances of his own 

1. For the Palatine Service see Cas|iodonis {Vanat, 
vi. 6 S.). It is sometimes described as militia Palatina, the 
former word bearing no necessaiy relation to military service. 
Cf. VI. i below. 

3. Gaodeatins, OS tribune of the praetorinm, had occupied 
a lower rank than the Vicarii, who represented the prefect in 
the several dioceses. Filimatius is urged to accept member- 
ship of the Prefect's Conncil, because it conferred important 
privileges, and a status above those who had only served 
Vicarii in the same manner. For the advisory bodies of high 
officials in the provinces, seeReid in C.M.H. i, p. 48. 

4. The text is : Scamnis tamcn amicalibus diputabuntur. 
The general sense appears to be that Gaadentias was of a 
generous nature and caused the officials of his coiu^ to assign 
good places to his detractors. For the pontion of the 
Vicarins, cf. Reid in C. M. H. 1, p. 33. 

8. I. There is here a lacuna in the text, after which there 
appears to be a change of subject. 

t>. t. A private person could only avail himself of the 
eurius ptfblictti or imperial post service, by land or water, if 
he had received an imperial summons and was fomiihed with 
an imperial letter. (Cf. Theodoret, 11, II ; Symmachus, £^. 
ii, 63.) Cassiodorus mentions the state galleys maintained 
oD the Po in Theodoric's lime (Variae, IL xxxi). Cf- also 
Marqnardt, RSmisthe Slaatsveramliung, i, pp. 55S ff. 
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10. t. FortlieBtoiyofPluethoa'£tUter»,wtio,npoDhiideath, 
uuHUtied (o bitterlr that tbej were chtngnl into poplara, and 
tbeir ton into unber-colonred gum, kc Orid, Mttamir^ma, U. 

>. Haoy of the cpilbeu applied b7 Sidonjai to theie 
riren «« tbow nied by Vitgil and CUndiUL 

3. Viigiil, Eclogae ix, i8 : 

Mtmtua vat mitertu nimium mcina Cnnunae. 

4. For the frogi, and the icarcity of dTiiikiiii>-iirater in 
Ravenna, cf. Martial, Epigrams, iii, 51, 56. RBrenna 
proper, CUuU Itt port, aad the nbnrb which grenr np along 
the load coniiectin{r the two, reall; formed a tingle dt;. 

11. I. Ariminum was the fint city to pan midei Cseaar't 
power when he hftd crossed the Rnbicon, after big ' rebellion ' 
against the Senate. Fannm received its name from the 
tetople to Fortune erected there in memory of the victory of 
107 B. c, when Hasdrntial was slain on the Hetanms. 

a. Cf. Horace, Sai. i. 5. The AtabnlM, or Sirocco, 
derived its name from the Greek words llnr and i3<iAAai ; as 
we might )ay, ' death-dealing.' 

12. I. These epithets are again employed by earlier 
authors. Cf. note 10, 3 above. 

I. Afosielfrum liminibiis affiisus. The basilica of 
St. Peter was not included in the fenetritun nntil tbc time of 
Leo IV, the bnilder of the ' Leonine City '; that of St Paul 
has always been withont the walls. To reach either, Sidonins 
would have to make a dAonr, as the Flaminian Way entered 
Rome at the north, where the Fiaisa del Fopolo now stands 
at the top of the Corso. 

3. For Ricimer, tee pp. di g. The marriage with 
Anthemioi' daughter, Alypia, was a purely political union ; 
tee Introduction, pp. xxt, miJi. 

4. Shonti of 'Thalassio' were raised at Roman wed- 
dings when the bride was conducted to the bridegroom't 
houte. The traditional explanation is that the word signifies 
tbc name of a Roman senator of the lline of Romulni. 
During the rape of the Sabine women, a maid of exceptional 
beauty was carried off for him, the bearer shouting ' for 
Thalasuus ' in order to protect himself &om interference. 
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(C£ Muqaudt, PrivsUUben, p. 54.) Fesccnoine verses, of ui 
OQtipokcD cbaiftcter, were smig at Duiriage f«ut3. The 
present passage seems lo sbow that the Chdstian wedding 
still admitted manj' pagan Teatttres in the year 467, thooKh 
Sidonins ma; be wiiling 'classically ' with ao eye rather to 
llteiary effect thin to reality. The eaily Christians dis- 
approved of the usage of the garland at weddings (cf. 
Tertnllian, Di Catena, xiii) ; bnt the custom was afterwaidt 
restored. For the corona in Christian times, see J. Schrijnen, 
La Cmrmru nupHaie dans faniiquitl rhrUiemK, in 
Milangts d'archiotogii et eChisloire, ncxi, p. 309. 

13. I. MilUiac J'alaiinae. Cf. note 7. 2 abore. 

14. 1. In gua uniia letius trbis ciiiilaii soli iariari et 
strvi ptrigrinanlur. The allnuon is to the extensdon of 
Roman citizenship by Caracalla to the whole empire, after 
which all but aliena and slaves were ' at home ' within the 
walls. With the preceding eulogy of the city, cf. Cawio- 
doms, Var. i. 49; IT. i ; x. 7. 

15. I. CoHoitmmtuorum sociusadjuterpraaniispartiaps 
tro. Cf. Pliny, Ep. vi. 9, 

a. Casus Arvandi. See Introduction, p. xxx. 

IS. I. Comile sacrarum largititnum. The foactions of 
the ' Count of (he Sacred (Imperial) La^essea ' expanded with 
the lapse of time, and incladed mnlCibuions duties. But he 
was essentially the great imperial Minister of Finance. Cf. 
Camiodoms, Var. tI. 7, &c. ; Symmachni, Ef. i. 33. See also 
Honmsra, Liiri TJuaicsiani XVI, vol. i, p. 45 ; Hodgkin, 
Italy and htr Invaders, i, pp. sifi, J17, anA LtUtrs of Cassia- 
dorus, p. 8S ; Reid in C.M.H. i, pp. 43, 47. 

3. The gtsia dtcrttalia embodied the provincial decree 
and formed the credentials of the envoys, without which they 
conld not be beard. (Codei Theod. ZJ^ /qWi;.) Ql.Pe^na 
decritalis, in VII. ix. 6. 

3. For Tonantius Ferreolos, Petronius, and Thaumsstns, 
see List of Correspondents. L. Afranius Syagritii was consul 
in the reign of Gratian. 

18. I. The manuscripts haTe the word decennHris. An 
accused senator was uinally judged by the Prefect of the City, 
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udsted b; *, committee of five tenators chosen by tot. If 
dtennvirii is not a mlitake for qniitqiieviris, we most mppoie 
thM tbe uwge admitted of eicepUoni. Cf. Cod. Theod. 
xiil : Di acctaatiaHtbus, and Cusiodorui, Var. iv. ii, 13. 

19. I. Jitsficudirt Ugali, fuaMfuam valdt mqtdltr, ton- 
ilarti, gved ifst dielasul. A dlfficnlt pusage. Hohl 
{Pra^gtia, p. liU) take» amlartt u-ilcrunt a^rmarel, i.e. 
' let him repeat the admisiioD tliat he himself dictated the 
lettet". 

20. I. The island in the Tiber wheie a temple of Ae*cu- 
Uplus stofxl. The great temple of Aeacalaplng was at 
Epldannu, and the seipent was his attribute a> Healer. 

3. The law of Tiberiui only granted ten days' reprieve ; 
Tbeodo^Ds extended the term to thirl)'. 

ai. I. The Rh6ne mist* arc still proverbial in the Lyons 
of modem timet. 

1. Hie clergy were forbidden to trade or to lend money 
at nnfait usury. ' Readers ', however, traded (cf.VI. viii), and 
clergy occasionally had mimey out at interest, a practice 
which Sidonlos himself leemi to sanction, provided the rate 
was fair (cf. IV. judv). The Syrians, deicrfbed by Jerome aa 
miariisimi iturrtalium, were the obiqaitons tiadeis of the 
early Christian centuries in the West. 

23. 1. Sldonlu had come to Rome as a member of a 
mission from Anve^rne. Cf. IntrodadioD, p. ixvli. 

34. 1. The epuiculum is the Panegyric of Antheuios, 
which is counted as Carmitt ii in the poems of Sidonios. 

2S. t. Thraso is the bombastic soldier in the Euttuchia of 
Terence ; Pyrgopolinlces, the MUes gleriasus of Plautus. 

1. For the functions of the Praefectus annanat in these 
late centnriei, cf Cassiodams. far. IV. Ixvlii ; Symmachos, 
£f, X. ilviii. As in Tacitus' day, the theatre was always the 
principal scene of discontent if the com supplies ran short. 
The Vandal command of the Mediterranean vras the leaton 
for Sidonins' anxiety, 

30. I. The quotation is from Horace, Sat. II. i. Sa ff, and 
the allusion to the taw of the Twelve Tables against libel. 

27. 1. The events here described occurred during Majurian's 
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Tidt to Aii«s In 4<Si, after his pactficatioii of AnTHgne. See 
latrodnctioD, p. xxlii, and cf. Chaii, i, pp. 133 ff. 

a. The espedal leTereDce is to the setting np of Nero'g 

Terses in gold letters on the Capitol, as related by Soetonjns. 

28, 1. Qui genus? undedemv? Vii^l, /*««»;;, viii. 114. 

3. Chremes was the avaiicions father of comedy. 

3. Cimiuraliff MarcilUana. The word in its existing 
form can hardly b« correct (Mohr, PraefaiU, p. iv] if Marcel- 
linus was the hero of the rebellion. See lotrodnction, p. xi. 
2B, I. Pharsaiia, v. jai, 

30. I. TbecouchwastheTA'&iiA't)m,oftencal1ed^^a,from 
its lesemblance to the C-shaped foim of that Greek letter : 
we might call it a 'borse-shoe' conch. The places ofhononr 
were at the end oflhe right and left 'boras'; in the present case 
the emperor was at the right, the consul at the left eitremity. 

31. T. Sidonina bad probably been given the rank of count 
by Majorian. Constanlioe nsed this older title as an honorific 
designation for ynrious officers, and four of the liighest members 
of the imperial service bore it. In couise of time it was 
divorced ^om the Coart, and those whom it designated were 
divided into grades, the honour in some cases (as perliaps in 
that of Sidoaius) being purely honorary. (Reid, in C. M. H^ 
i, pp. 46, 47.) 

S4. t. The name Serftatus is the opposite of Cilonalm, 
' quick boin ', and intmded to signify an easy delivery, 
Sidonins gives it a meaning of his own, and then cites it as 
an example of autiphrasis (as Euxine for an inhospitable sea, 
Farcaefoi the implacable Fates, Sic). 

86. I. Mcc dal prttia eentatmtns, nic accipU instrvmenta 
dtsperoKS. Gregory of Tours {Jiist. Franc. IV. lii) quotes 
this phrase, applying it to the avaricious bishop Cautinns. 
The sense in that place seems to preclude the idea that the 
bishop neglected tofomish himself with deeds, because in the 
sequel he inNSts upon having them. The point here seems to 
be that Seronatus mistrusted deeds, as possible sources of 
evidence against him. Cf, Chaix, i, p. 377. 

a. Ltgi! Theudesianas calcans Th4udi>ricia7tasqui pro- 
fonms. Faipnoma^a Is used to give effect to the cht^e that 
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Senmitas wai birbarophiU for troMntbU pnrpoies of his 
own. Hii contemponry, Enric, themcceiiorofTheodoricIl, 
issued a new code about 476, improving npon Ihoie of his 
predecessors, Tlieodoric I and II. All incorporated much Irom 
the Romin (Theododan) Code, for which see Mommsen, as 
nnder note 18, I. SeroDatns, who, tbongh noniinally a 
Roman official, wai openly acting in the Gothic interest, is 
depicted as giving barbaric Uw an unfair preferoice. See 
Intcodnction. 

3. i. e. by the tonture : they woald enter the Churcli. 
Sfl. I. Samia mihi maitr fuit. Terence, EmtueAns, L li. 

•7 (■=;)■ 

a. AvUaci sumui. The villa of Avllacnm, named from 
Avitns, ii the estate which Sidonini received with his wife 
Papianilla. Fanchet ccnsidered that it was situated by the 
lake of Sorlien, then called AUtac, and now, perhaps, Obier 
{Attliquilh fi-anfaisti, i, p. jj). But the position is uncer- 
tain i another opinion favours the lalie of Aydat, in Puynle- 
D6me. In any case, Aviiacam was not fiir from Clermont. 
The description is modelled on Pliny's pictures of his country- 
houses (£^. II. icvli; V. vi). Cf. Chaii, i, pp. 148 ff. 

S7. I. Balneum. For the arrangement of the Roman bath, 
see Darembcrg aod Saglio, Diet, des antiquilh grteqtus et 
romaints, ^.1. Babiea,Ka& Marqnardt, /Viiwifan, pp. J79ff. 
Cf. also the two letters of Pliny mentioned in the pre- 
ceding note. The principal rooms were the lepidarittm, 
or hot-air chamber; ealdarium, at <H»im\a,'(ti, fi-igidarium, 
or cold bath. The deilriclarium or tauli>ritim, near the 
lepidarium, was for rubbing-down and anointing; the afody- 
lerium for undressing. The fiicina, cislema, or baplisltrium, 
was in tVa frigidarium. The exedra was a conversation-room. 
The verses on the walls of Sidonins' baths, 'which people 
might read once and wonid not wish to read again,' are prob- 
ably those preserved to ds in Carm. xviji and xli. 

38, I. Philistio was a mimec^raph of the Augustan age. 

il. 1. Cf. 11. i* ; IIL iii ; IV. iv ; V. xvii. 

42. I. Apmem DrepUanum Troianat suptrslilituii. The 
Arremians claimed a Trojan descei.t (cf. VII. vii and p. )4jl, 
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note 110. 3). The allnnon is to the games iiittitnted at 
Diepannin b^ Aeneas in honour of Auchises (Vicgil, Atii. v). 
4S. I. The title was piobabl; that of Patrician. Magnus 
Felii wag never consul. 

a, Tita felicitati. Sach pnnning playi upon personal 
names have a peculiar attraction for Sidonias. Cf. IL xiij, 
Tttus Masimtts maxima. . . decummle; IV. ixii, {Gau- 
denliui) paideat ; IX. ii, play on the name Fanatus, Sk. Cf. 
Introdoction, p. cuix. 

3. TIk Teference is to the rash action of Lncios Papirins 
Cursor in giving battle in the absence of Fabius from the 
army. Cf. Livy, viii. 19-35. Sidonios says the same thing 
to Clandianas Mamertas. See IV. iii, 

48. 1. Itt/etittHotam fecunditattm. An echo of the phrase 
of Tacitus : InfcliH ftmndUatc fort^Hoe tutitns obnexia{Ann. 
ii. 75). 

19. 1. Injusle iibi pKla fersBlula. Cf.III.ir.xUj VII. 
xvii ; and Ovid, Mtt, iL 617. 

1. Tile utDation of the villa of Pmdatinm is thought to 
coincide with Breiis on the Gardon, lying on the main road 
between Ntmes and Clermont Cf, below, note 61. 3. 

3. Aracynthns, a mountain in Aetolia or Acamania ; it 
ii nncertain what Mt. Nysa is here intended. 

GO. I. Sfhatristammamtnulanlium porta. Cf.note41.i. 

1. This passage is interesting as a description of the library 
in a Roman villa, but is tantalizing by its incompleteness, 
like the nllnsions of Cicero to the rooms where be kept his 
books (£/. IV. t; VL viii). 

We gather that there were high cases (armaria) round the 
walls as in the small library discovered at Heicnlaneom, 
with shelves on which rolls were laid horixontally, with the 
umtilicm oatwards ; the armaria must also have had higher 
shelves for the books or cedicts, which were now in common 
use. Boethins in hia Ccnsaialian of Philosophy indicates that 
in his time armaria were glaied and ornamented with ivory; 
in addition to the book cases there are desks (_f/utii), on which 
books in use were laid. For the library of Consentius in the 
villa Octaviana near Narbonne, cf. VIII. iv, See also Justus 
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Lipdn*, Dt BibliolheHt, Synt. U; Mtrqqudl, Priaatlebtn, 
p. 115. The Alhtitaatm, at Rome, vheie anthcin read 01 
recited their compoaitioDs, was founded b; Hadrian j bat the 
piovinclal capital had also ita Alhenaenm, as, for iaalance, 
Lyons (IV. viii ; IX. ix). In earlier times anthors gave 
their re*diag* in the houses of wealthy men, who kindJj lent 
a lai|>e apartment for the purpose ; the custom, which was 
a aecessar; part of ' publication ', is frequently mentioned b; 
Pliny and other authors. 

61. I. TDiTBniiuRnlinas,tion]btbe mid-fourth century and 
baptiied about 371. He remained in the East for twenty-sii 
years, and shared the admiration which Jerome at one time 
felt forOrigeu. On his return to Italy, he tianaloted into I^tin 
Pamphilus' Apology for Origen, and the latter's books Utpi 
iflfi*- He died in Sicily, f. 410. Adamantias was a person 
in the Dialogue dtp) r^ <tr St^ ipt^s viirmis, held by Rufiaus 
to be a work of Origen, but no longer so regarded. CC the 
edition by Van de Sande Bakhuyien in the series : Die christ- 
licienSckr^stelUrderersten drei/airAundtrti, h^fiigfigoi. 
a. Cl^sydrae. The water-clocks meDlioned by Sidonius 
appear to belong to the class strictly described as ' hydraulic 
borologia '. In the simpler forma of these instruments, the 
water rose from one level to another, and from mark to mark 
on the sides of the receptacle into which it poured. In more 
elaborate types lines were engraved on a cylinder or column, _ 
to which an indicator, actnated by rising water, pointed. 
Clepsydne of this kind only became common in the eaily 
ChrisUan centuries. See Darembeig and Saglio, Diet, des 
antiquilis grecqufi tt rvmaiites, iil, p. 161 f. Cf. also 
Marqnardt, Pri-uatltben, p. 356. 

3. Verocingum . , . Prusiantim. Tbe first is the villa of 
ApollinariE, cousin of Sidonius, the second that of Fcrreolus, 
The Abbi Tessier has placed the latter near Bresis at tlie 
foot of the hill of St. Gennain on tbe right bank of the 
Gardon, and in the territory of Alais; the first be Sets on 
tbe other side of the river at Beringueri, under the hill of 
Couillire. See also Hisl. litt. de la France, iv, p. 46 ; 
Gr^goire and CoUombet, i, pp. aioff. 
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E3. 1. This pauage i% cnrioni ai leeming to show that the 
conntry-hoDsea of magnates like ToDantina Frareolai and 
ApoUinails CMittdned no ipare accommodation, even for 
ftsieBta. 

1. The extanpotiMd vaponr-bfttb h«re deacribed lecallt 
the cnitoms of eattern Enrope, Ana, and primitive America, 
Gregory of Totm relates the death of the danghter of the 
great Theodoric in a vaponr-bath, (Hist. FraiK. iii, p. 31.) 
The Cilldan hanglDgs were made of goati' hair. Cf. IV. 
ziiT, and Marqtiardt, PrivtUltien, p. r 55. 

S4. T. This dcKniption of the chnich of Patiens at Lyoni 
preienCi leveral featorei of intereaL It vas built close to (he 
junction of the Rhdne and SaQne. near the road liom Lyons 
to Narbomie, and replaced the earlier church of the Macca- 
beea (the liist mai^n of Lyoni were to called), tmilt by 
Zachariah, sncccnor of Irenaens. After it recdved Ibe 
relics of St. Jniliu, it was called by hit aame, and imder tbii 
appellation wai probably known to Sldoniui (V. xrli); it wai 
destroyed by the Hugnenota in 156* (Fettig, ii, p. 37). Ita 
dedication was celebrated by a fettlval which lasted a whole 
weeic, and was ilgnatized by an addicts from Fanstiu, Bishop 
of Riez (IX. ii), at which Sldonlus wai present. The chnrch 
aeema to have been a baiilka, orioitated, and with an atriom 
of the nsnal type. (Cf. H. Holtdnger, Die aitchristlich* 
Archttdttur in ^tltmoHselur Darslttlmag, 18S9, pp. 53, 
70, 179 ; Chaix, i, p. 333.) Most commentators take lines 
16-11 of the poem as refening to the wealth of columns in 
the interior of the building j but it woold seem that Sii Tbomas 
Jackson is right in making the words apply to the atrinm. 
{Byianiint and Ramaatsqiu Arekitature, ii, p, 31.) They 

ffuic est portiais afplicaia triplix 
fHlmattis Aquitanicis suferba, 
ad cu/us sptHmm remotiora 
claudunt aSria fcrticus seamdae, 
el campHtit medium pmcul loiatas 
vestii saxea silva fer celumnas. 
Mosaics covered the floor, as well as the walls, soffits ol tbe 
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window! (^ and halMooM of the apie ((wmro, on wbkb 
ef. HoltiiDger, ai above, p. jt). tot moMJc* In ottiM 
diiucbM tn Ganl, cf. the dimcfa boilt by Namatim in the 
nme centmy, where Ibe wallt were omaineiited wltb maible 
end moaaic, and that erected b; KAop Agikolx at ChUon 
(GregDr; of Tonti, Sttt. from. V. xl»l), 

E6. I. Thia ii a Toy difficult paNsge. It teemi to refei 
thronghoat to glau waU-moaaio^ and not, ai b gcneiallj 
nppOKd, to wiodowi, in the form of pierced tnaatmiat 
with nnall inset pane*. Cf. Sir T. G. Jackaoa, ai above^ ii, 
p. 31 } HoltiiDgeT, a> above. 

68. I. Ckirtmka mi^ intlitutum artt ptam Machaenua. 
The joke depends (m tb* double nse of the word 'Chiron', ai 
tbe name of a ph;iiciaii, and ai tlie compaialtTe of hu^ 
<X«(^M- - wone). CC Slimond, Nolet.p. 35. 

58. I. For Sidonini' delight in this kind of pnn. Me 
Introdnctian, p. cxiix ; note 18. i, fta 

3. Tbe clock is the eltp^nlra, on which see aborc, 

ei. I. ^^Mff inttAams tfiiui. Cf. Vin. *iL A r>minif 
cence of Vi^l, G*»t^. ii. 507. 

83. I. /h fage VialMetm^. Savnroa and Sinaood oon- 

sidcTthiaplaceto have been sooth^wcst of Riom, neat Volvie. 

1. Tuimata fuitU, In the conntiy Ok Romans 

ditpeiu«d with the toga. Cf. jDvenal, iii. 179; Martial, 

Bf^. X. SI. 

61. I. Tlie name ' SejXiroaDla' fint ocean in this punge. 
It means tbe coast line from Oe Pjienees to the RhOoe. C£ 
Mommsoi, Indix Loarttm, a, v., and 6017, A[^)cndix to 
Gibbon's Dtclau and fail, iii, p. S3*- 

66. I. Reminiscent of Flinj', Ef. tU. 35. 

68. I. Aitguslioi mamUimin, M(Msi»its weie rest- 
houses for tbe night, on the high roads, in some degree 
coiTespondin£ to the ' pabllc bongalows' of India and tlie 
East. Cf. Marquardt, RSmisckt Staalsvtmailttitg, p. 561. 

07. i> For tbe influence of the Celtic dialect even among 
tbe educated in Ganl, cf. Introduction, pp. cxixlii-cxniv. 
3. Giegoi7 of Tonit, who alio mentions this feat of 
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Eedkiui, ptrtt the ownber of hit men at ten, {Hist. From. 
iL»4.) 

70. I. Eodidu wu pToUUjr at tbe court of oot of the 
fiurgnndiui kiBgi; not ahrayi a nfe place of reildeiice. 

a:v.Tii. 

1. Pr^Kgtumtwm, ie. the Burgmdiant, who, putly 
float jealousy of the Vuigothi, paitl; owing to the diplomacy 
of Ecdldnt, udited the proriociali at the time of Enric's 
Bui adnuice. Cf. IntTOdnctioo, pp^ ixxix, xl. 

71. I. Eitrolattmis. Ebreuil, now a small town on the 
Slon1e,>n affloent ofthe AlUer, anddow toGannat. (Chaii, 
I, p. 3^.) 

73. I. TVaetaltu, i.e., the teUcr, 1. vi abore. 

73. I. AnimntkiHum, Sk. CI VI. lii. 9. 
1. Saiini, Satmiami, The exact point ia <d»cnce, 

7t. I. Qmattt»r Linntatau^ See lolrodtictioa, p. xU. 
Hit office was Qmaaiwr Sacri PaUtH, which, aftei the time 
of Ccmtaiiline, was tlie highett legal digalty in the empire. 
(Reid, in C. M. H. i, pu 37.) 

78. I. Avi. The ptefcct Apollinuit, on whom tee p. clxi. 
1. Tarn hatnalihii faoiUU ftuat (adaotribtti. Thii 

patsage, with othen in the Letteca, Kenu to Implj that 
oematiaa waa tfill pnotlaed in Ganl is Sidooina' time. See 
btrodocdon, p. cxiv. The ecmeteiy here mcntloQed wu jutt 
ontride the chutch of SLJnt ■lL70nt(Meiiote5<l. i above), 
whid) ittelflay oa the edge of the towm 

79. I. ThewordiBie: torsi latreiui. AnLykre {/fist. lite, 
dt la Frame mMdionait, ii, p. ijj) ctmidocd (hat Sidonint 
had the men aabjected to toitnre at the grave-tide ; In this he 
it followed by Germain. Bat the dmpler meaning leewt 
preferable, though the law certainly presciibed torture 
(Mommteo, Th^idtsiam LOH XVI,-nA.\.^'A,9^.^l^.; 
n,p. 114). 

t. The leferenee it prolwbly to Patlens, Blabop of Lyons, 
(or whom aee p. clixv. 

CluUi nggettt that at the grave-diggers were onder the 
control of Church authorities, Sidonins felt bomd, on second 
tbonghtt, to inform the bldiop. (i. 173.) 

pa 
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82> !• Gnatho b dw puMJte o( the Eumuhut, wbom 
Terence bu mide a cUincal example of the Epeciei. The 
pmeot Letter ii one of thote on which Sidonins erldently 
opended gjeat paiu ; bnt the realimn of his detcription will 
probeblj leeci to mort Teaden eiceuive. CI Chaiz, i, p. 337. 

88. I. Vetkantmn^terfracUrgut/tmlanmt. Tbedoie 
aatoeUtion of thcK two epithets seems to justify SHaron'a 
view that vttica abonM be taken literally, and not metaphori- 
cally, in the wnse of ' bombast '. Hli tefeieace to Seneca, 
Nat. Quatst. iL 17, la to the point. Ahud gema eit acrt, 
quod cr^ilmnt nufgii dtxtrim quam leruDn, guaJem imdirt 
leltmu!, cum infer capiit <Uiama dimfta vtsica tit. 

%, PtlHiKtor. The poUinctom were anistants of the libi- 
linarH, whoae dnty it was to anoint and perfume tlie bodies of 
the dead: they also to<A cattsof the &U!e*of thedead,for the 
imagints preaerved by snrriTois. The words cadavm rfgali, 
immediately preceding, anggest, thongh Aey cannot alone be 
taken to prore, the pernstence of ciematiOQ in the fifth 
oentnrj. Cf, note 78. i atwre. For Roman fhneral nsage^ 
tee Marqnardt, Pfivttileim, 351, 384 ; and Darembere aad 
SagUo, Diet, da attiq. grtcpus el rvmatnti, i, pp. 386 ff. 

84. I. J/orfo SfUoMfi, I. e. pbthiriads. 

3. Afnfstatctu Amp)aiictiu,nowLeHofeK,wasBTalley 
in the tetritoty of the Hirpini between Campania and Apulia 
and in the middle of the ptniniola. It is described by Vi^il 
IjAen. viL i^i-'jt), who alludes to the pectiferons fames of 

SG, I. Grenoble : Gratian^elis, 

VOLUME II 

8. I. Sanr ia here nsed for ' consin '. (Cf. VII. iii-T.) 
Piobnt had tnairied Enlalia, consin of Sidonins. {Conn. ix. 
339-34; ixir. 95-98.) 

t,i.Etuetian«slarts. Eosebins was professor of philosophy 

^. I. ClatdUumi. See p. diitlii. This Letter b the imly 
one in the collection which is not writtoi by Sldonltu Mm- 
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lelf. It li Inerted in order to make oui nnthar's leplj in tlie 
next l«tl«i mote intelligible ; though Sidonlns prolxiblf bid 
in mind Pliny's indnxicKi of a letter of Tadtiis among his own. 
a. The woric byClaodianns Mimertiu,Z><tf(i/U(UH'«a«, 
coutroverting the ophiionB of Faostiu as to the materiality of 
the sonl. Cf. Inttodoctioa, p. lixii. 

S. I. Most of the names in thli list are too familiar to 
teqoiie comment. Enphiates was a Stoic philosopher, a 
friend of the yonngei Fliny and Hadrian, Perdiz, whoK 
name is varioosly given, is the mythical nephew of Daedalns. 
The Encherins mentioned a little lower down is St. Encher. 

9. I. Accoiding to GennBdlns,the hymn lefeired to is that 
which \xsffDM : Pangt linguS gttrien, &c Cf. Sirmond, 
Notes, p. 43- 

10. 1. This is one of the pawages attesting the half-com- 
pnlsoiy natnre of Sidordns' election as biahfip. 

I, Aftei hia entry into the Chnrch, Sidonios was in great 
request as a writer of elegies and Chnrch inscriptions. Nor 
did he altogether renounce the composition of secnlai vene. 
(Cf. IX. liii. to Twiantius.) 

3. Pauci ques aegtmi amttvil, Virgil, Aen. vi. I3g. 

11. I. Below, and in the sixth Letter of this book, Fanstians 
is described as mtlisUs, which shonld mean ' bishop ' (bnt cL, 
note 23. 3). The word ' frater ', as applied to him, is not to 
be taken literally. Sidonins uses it of varions persons with 
whom he was on a footing of intimacy, 01 of those whom be 
regarded ai his sons in Christ. 

12. t. Goiclas, a Jew. Cf. III. ti. Under the Franks, 
Jews were expelled or baptized by force. (Gr^oiy, Uitt. 
franc. V. xi, VI. xvii ; cf. Gregory the Gieat, Ep. L 45.) It 
is interesliag to note that Chilperic had a Jewish famisher of 
objects of art and Ininry, who resisted conTenion by Gregory 
of Tours (Hist. Frane, VI. v). For the relations of the 
Ostrogoths with Jews, cf. Cassiodoras, Variae, IV. xllii, 
V, ixiTiL Tlie present Letter perhaps allodes to the mlsnon 
of the qnaestoT Lidnianns, sent from Rome to treat with the 
Goths on the sntgect of Auvergne. Cf. III. vii. 

IS. I. This Letter probably refers to a pilgrimage to the 
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•hrincof till Anemian mutyTSt Julian at Biioiide(Brivai). 
Cr. Chaix, i1, p. 117. 

U. I. Ctirrtnttm mmuv. CC Fltnr, £/. 1. viii. III. vu; 
and SymmacliH, Bf. I. Ivi; DC. uuvL 

Ifi. I, ApUUs epuiumM a Bjrstmtimas ckinmmtmlai. 
There were thte« Apicii, alt notoilow oi goonneti, and llTinfr 
Rfpectltely in the times o( Snlla, Angutni, and Trajvi. 
' Bjmotine ' her* ii probably nted to expreaa the eilieme of 
InxDcy. On the eaqaire-carreii of wBaldiy noblea, and their 
rq[nlat«d geaturei, cf. Pcbmiiu, Sal. xxzvi ; Seneca, Ef. ilvil ; 
Juvenal, Sat. t. 110 ff. : CJUrtiiMHMi/a imbnft cuUelU, See. 
The word (UranoMiK ii also ued of a dMioet by Juvenal, 
Sal. Ti. 63. 

16. I. Fag>iakild. Qneen of EoHc, whose name we learn 
ftom Sidontn alone. 

17. t. 'Snch a ichoor: literally, ^MflwwdR, on wblch 
cf. p. 113, note 50. *, above. 

18. I. Mmaehum cempUf, MM M# palliolo ud mb fait, 
dianaitc, Mookt, like phlloiophera, wore the fatlimm, a 
Greek mantle. (Casuan, De habUu mtttuki, I. vli.) An 
extra cowl or hood might be nied in cold we«tlier. (VIL xvL) 

10. I. The word ' ion ' ii again ued in the ame of ' MU In 
Chriit '. Cf. p. i>9, note 11. i. 

90. I. Patroma. Sinnond conjectnrei that (hii applle* 
to Victorlnt, Count of Anveigne, onder Eniic C£ VII. xvii. 

33. I. St. Munertni, Bjihop <A Viennc 

33. 1. Bi verbi gladit snort stctas. Even in an elegy, 
ffidonint nies a play npon words. 

a. Antults Jtiil ordine in stcundc. AtUittis ii nsnally 
employed for bi«hops only, thoogfa the rale doea not seem to 
be invariable. Cf. ^nu'Aa/Hi iu(A.t/» (tX. Ix. 6). If It tianda 
for ' bishop ' here, we should follow Simiond and nndentand 
that though only a prcibyter in rank, Claadlanns performed so 
many dntiei for his brother, (hat he seemed a tdihop himself. 

34. I. Until recently, only a few lines of the EpUrtponUs 
were known, but within the last ten year* a great part of the 
play has been discovered in Egypt (A. Ktirte, Mattutdtta 
€* f^ip-is *l mtmtrams vttuslisHmit, Tenboer, 1913, 
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pp. 9-43 ; G. Lefebvte, Pragmaiti d'tm nu. dt Minaitdr4, 
Caiio, 1907; Gnnfell and Hont, Oxjn'Ayncus Papyri, Pt. x, 
no. 1)36). 

26. I, CaatllUe (CbaoteUe) u mentioned in the Fcntliiger 
TaUe. 

FoiaiiiiilUrportnlt of a 'jrow^oldouii' cCSi. Jenme, 
Ef.-.. 

36. t. GaiutTadttu. The paM*g« ben quoted b derived 
finm the ifiitary, t. j6 ; Erga Vttpaiitmum vetus milU 
etservantia ! et cum privatus tsttt, mnici vecadoMur, The 
worda aie pat into the month of Clandiiu Civills, tlie 
Batavian prince. 

1. Ulpiu was one of tlie namet of Trajan. 

27. I. Vligil, Am. ii. 89. 

At Ex-prefect of Rome, and Patrician, Sidwiiiii could 
&trl7 regaid himself as the equal in official rank of Polemloi, 
the Utt Prefect of a diamembered Ganl. 

a. The passage seems to indicate the practice of <Ma- 
(eadon. Cf. Rnricin* of Limoges, £fi. L viii. It may be 
noted that loniketliiag like a public confaaon is saggesttd in 
tlie case of GennaMcnt (IV. liii). 

28. I. Aavei]gne mu peihapi at thii time already under 
the dominion of Eatic, vbose hostility to Catholicdsm had 
pia*ed disastroot to the Catholic chnrchet, Ixcanse be Icept 
sees and parishes vacant, so that the fabrics fell into diarepalr 
and new building* w«e sot erected. 

2B. I. It was a fHOTCtb that people only went to Thespiae 
to admire the Eros of Praxitdci. (Ocoo, In Vtrrem, iv. 3; 
Pliny, Nat. Hut. xxiri.) 

80. I. Sidoniut was perhaps still detained in eiile by Enric. 
See Introdnctlcm, p. xIt. 

82. I. The capital of the second Lugdunensis was Rouen 
(Rotomagus). 

88. 1. Perpetnos, ffishop of Toun, rebnilt in 470 the old 
cbnrch etected by St. Brlce o*er the remains of St Martin, 
The new' cbnrch was not a* durable as Sidonins hoped, and 
had to be icbnilt by Gregory of Tour*. (JiUt. Frane, II. 
xiv; IV. xx; X.uixi.) It bad been set on fire by Wiliachair 
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ftnd hii wife, end Qx inicriptioi) of SMonliu periihed in the 
flunec {Hill. Front. IV. ix.) Gregory describe* the 
church M i6o feet long by 60 feet broad, the heif^t 'to 
the vault' being 45 fc«t It had 31 windont in the nave, 
and 10 in the piet^lerf. The whole building had thui 5a 
windowi. It had iiocolnmni^of which 41 wcrein tb«choii, 
and Sdoon, of which 5 wete in the lame pan of the building. 
Thii deKiipticm by Giegoiy loi^ ago made it dear to 
ardiaeologiita that du ehoich of Peipctusi wai a vaulted 
building, part of which was of the ' central ' typ^ and allied 
to the memorial chutchei of the Christian East (H. Hiibscb, 
VU altehrisllickm KircktH mach den BamiaiMiHalm, iS6>, 
p. 108 aod plate zlviii, figa. 6-9 ; J, Qnidierat, Xeintt 
areUtlegigtu, 1869-70, and JUiUmgtt ifarck, tt ifhiiUnrt, 
iSSti ; G. Ddiio and G. vui Bewld, Du ktrehliclie Battktnut 
des Aheidlaaida, i, p. 167) : in thoe pecnliaritiei the church 
bnilt by Namarin*, deicribed by Grq;ory to the «ame chapter, 
mnit have riiated. The cicavationi carried out on the site 
of the old church of St. Martin during a mies of yean ending 
in 18S7, confinned theK antidpatiotu m a striking marmer, 
revealing a round-ended choir with live projecting chapels 
(hemicycles), concentric with an interior columned space 
which must have endosed the siirine (plan in G. Dehio's 
article in JaXrbutk der KSiti^kh Pitutmchtm Ktmittantm- 
lungen, x; 1SS9, pp. iiff.). The dimensioas were foand to 
agree closely with those given by Grq^ry ; and it became 
certain that the plan was inspired by such memorial charches 
as those erected by Constantine in the Holy Land, the com- 
bination of a basilican nave with a choir on the ' central ' 
system, especially recalling the anangement ol the Aiiaitati^, 
or cbnrcfa of the Holy Sepolclue at Jerusalem. The dioir of 
St. Martin's was, in fact, as Dehlo observed, half a ' Central- 
Ban'. This analogy with the Amtsiaiis and other Eastern 
memorial types, together with the correspondence of the re- 
mains with Gf^ory's dimeniitms, makes the presnmptioa very 
strong that whether the actual fiibric of the choir discovered 
it of Perpetuus' time, or a recoostmction of some centnijea 
later (as R. de Lasteyrie, Mim. tie CAcad. des Inscriptions, 
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zzzir, 'pp. I ff., aod L'anlUttciurx rtHgitiitt em Franc* i 
Pipc^tt remtaie, 1913, p. 38), the lines of the original bnild- 
ii^i were t«7 clotely followed. The mUcdI poinb <A intemt 
lire : (a) th&t Perpetnns in a. d. 470, having to bnild a chmtdi 
to contain a thriae *iiited b]r great nnmbeis of pilgrim*, 
adopted a atyU of aichllectnre approved elsewhere as moit 
Mited fet this particular purpose, bnt hitherto Dnknotni in 
Gaul; and (J) that the type of choir thus Introduced was 
the point of departure from which the ' cbevet ' of French 
Romanesque and Gothic ardiitectnie developed (Dehioi aa 
above, pp. >i ff.}> The erection of Feipetuns' church was, 
therefore, no ordinary occuirenoe, bnl an epoch-nuking 
event in the history of Western architecture, and, a* already 
remarked in the Introduction, p. ciii, it is curious that 
Sidonius seems to have seen Dothing very remadcable In it 
beyond its splendour. It was vaulted throughout, probably 
with banel-vaults (Dehio, p. 16, note 3}; but HObich't 
c<mjecture that it had a central dome with uumetout colcm- 
nettes, would appear to be sotnewhat problematical. In any 
case, with the church built by Namatius, it mutt have formed 
a complete contrast lo the plain basUican type with wooden 
roof, eucb as the church of Patlens at Lyons. (Kote 61. i>) 
1. Gr^ory of Toura i^Hist. XI. iixi) describes Per- 
pcluns as sixth, not after SL Martin, bat after St Gatien ; in 
Hiit. II. liv he mentions him as filth after St Martin. 

S4. I. Perpetuo . . . PitfltiU. (Cf. p. 133, note ii. 3, 
above.) The pun is of the usual kind. 

SB. I. The arms and equipments which follow, suggest 
that this yotiag prince was a Frank rather than a Bnrgundian. 
The skin garments of his suite may be the rkenoius, so 
colled because worn by peoples of the Rhine: ucurit mitiUt 
may be the Jrancisea, and lanctui uncatus the atigim. 
Cf. Introduction, p. xdii. The description, which has 
attracted the notice of all histoiiant of the fifth centory, 
gives a vivid picture of tlie wealth of the barbaric princes 
and the splendour of their attire. Prince Sigismer was to 
wed a Borgnndian princess, perhaps the dangbler of Chilperic 
(Schmidt, GachichU, p. 380). 
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U. I. 1^ tucAatu were tke pM^ of Antnii, CbUoB, 
HLcon, and Neren. 

t. ^M. TiU. fio. Tlie [wlnt ii Hat the £tt«ie*a« 
required a foreign leader againit MeKBtiu ; Pldla* waa aot 
dlgibk, becante od the ntothec'K tide be «m of Itdic Aock, 



87. I. Cf. the enlogy of Aaie^ne in the Paoegyilc ob 
ATilna, 1 39 If. 
as. I. CL 1. 1 i and IntrndiictiM, p. cmvi. 



m father who wished to 'cot oCF' u nndMifol Mn. The 
cnMi, conddered the moM degrading of all pnniihinenti, w>a 
appointed for paniddei, who n^ht alto be Kwn la the 
adtus, or leather b^, in company with a cock, a icfpent, 
and a moiike<ri and then thrown Into the tea. The other 
pnnishmenti were bnmlDg, and eipomre to wild beasts. 

43. I. Vlrsil, Attt. U. 6f. The tramlatioa given in the 
tert ii Conington'i. 

43. 1. CtmiattftitHmatttfttturmH. This Letter Menu 
to prove that it was not r^arded as Improper for a cleric to 
have moocf ont at the ordinary nte of i s per CBot., provided 
that tlie borrowet wai wetl-to-do, and capable of repaying 
the loan. Maiinuu lent the money when a layman, bat as 
cleric he still coniiden himielf entitled to both prlndpal 
and interest, only remitting the latter when he hean that the 
iMtrower is mortally HI and in dlfficnlties. The tenor of 
the Letter shows that Sfdonlas considen his friend perfectly 
jostifiDd In hk daimi, and that be r^ardi any remission as 
an act of grace. 

». CiUcum vtla. Cf. II. ix. 8, and p. S15, note S3. «, 
above. These were made of gcat'a hair. 

44. I. Msximns appears to have been elected ia mncb the 
same way as Sidonios himself. Cf. Introdnctlon, p. mcv. 

46. 1. For the election of Imhops at this period, c£ 
Introdnctioii, p. Ixzvii. 

s. Literally, ApitiauU pbutibtu. CC p. S30 above, 
note 16. I. In the next two lines Sldooiiu makes two pkya 
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Upon «ra*di dm* «paii «Mh Mhw, ttfvt and AfieiMtit, 
frmtSae aaA frmtJia. 

a. I. Tfiimj niiriin-| Thi rri- rftlii i1i-Himi1 BiiMgiii 
{VII. tt.) 

•. Ob <1hh, «e F. Z. CMamkM, Vitt du Saimis Om 
iuciit d, Lytm,^- iSof- CoQ^ «m fa«id«l h Ac Wtk 
eentWT. (BMUr 1> C. M. H. 1, p. 554.) 

6». 1. Grammatiea JioUU. See ek>dl>u» MwiiW 
dctUMtion of Ml book to aUoaiu. 

SS. I. /Am Wi!b al^aw idtm nslU ta ^wimm Jum^ami- 
alia tit. Satlut, BeU, Cat. «. ac 4. Hm MBdmcnt is 
ftaquotlf repeated by IMer Briten. 

H. I. HodgkiniappoM* Aat ^dooiiiKntacliliVMMtor 
to Ae KHu of Sini{diciQs. 

01. I. Varutd ArftHotis. Sidomiw lattn toiClewB wt ye 
tiuui once u 'tb* Aipioate' ; be U foMl of deMiiU^; W 
snthor u of the cil; al Ui birth ai midcBce. ygrietmt ii 
premmaUj aj^iUcd to Cioero, bcciw* u v> Antot he m» 
continnallr Btuding Mid tbcTeforc Kobject to «arico«e vdns- 

t, Qaaii dt hariiae vtttrt Hoims faict prorttn^at. For 
harilaii, loine nuimacnpta read hilario ; in either caM the 
wold mn£t mean 'imt' otjcjiri*. 

66. I. CL Intagdactioa, p. zUi, nA tfae contmb of 
Uttw TiL 

3. M^trt miUtum Ciilftrut. Sdimidt contiden 
that the Chilperic in qaertioB can otij be Chilparid I> toif 
IdsK of ^b* BDigaadiBM, fw b« alone wonld be qnaJified to 
bear Uti* imperial title : the word tttmvhv in the next 
Letter he legaidi ai a loan litonuT eplthat, aXta Sidoains' 
manner. Chilperic II, Depheir of Chilperic I, wai more 
Miietl; a ' letrutli ', for he thued loveieignty irith three 
Ivothart, of whom Gnodobad, ai the eldest, icigncd at 
LfOM, Chilperic hinueU holding his contt at Vienne. 
(Schmidt, C*uiuhU, pp. 376, 3S0.) For the oftc« of 
megUttr miiitum. cf. Rsid is C. H. H. i, p. 4«. 

3. The 'iMW pdnce' is tfae fxn^mmt }v3im Vipef, 
whom Cldlperic, u (qxHSBtatiM oi til;ceriw, nfnied to 
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67. I. LiciutiB mu fteednMa of Uw Empeior AngiutDi; 
Nucbnu and Pillu were freedmen of Claodiiu ; Hafw, 
Marcellni, u)d Canw, of Nero ; Arimticns Mood in the ume 
reUtioo to Vitellini, and Paitbeniiu to DomldaiL 

1. Thii puuge totkei meDtio& of livenl mloM officei, 
cinl or miuildp>l, which in Gtuil u in luly, the bulNuic 
admlnldratJOD had to retain. The mnniciplDin elected to 
the office alfamtn from the Ttnki of the dtao'ictut, and this 
prietthood wu regaided ■« coiderTiiig dlgnitr npoa electon 
and elected (Mirqiuidt, ^(>ih^A< ^Xtoa/fcfrvoAn^, pp.l73i 
336). The phru* mmtutaUa legatid ii peHiAps expliined 
hj CMUodonu, Variat, VII. xzzili, where the present 
(kimantiai) givai to >n unbMsador i* mentioned u a 
cmtomaiy gift. On minor officei in the imperial and mnni- 
dpat lerrice, lee Maiqnatdt, ai abore, i, pp. 9), 55S ff. ; ii, 
198 ff^ ; T. Hodgkin, The Litttrs of Caisudorus, p. 1 08. 

3. PelliU ad tcclaiai, ciulcriitaii ad lUaiaas. Cf. 
Ambroae, De dign. tacerdal, chap. iv. Caslorimas quairimui 
it striaa veslts, el illt si intir tpiicopt! ertdil altierem gui 
ves/iiH iii4^itrit clarUrtm. For ftllitui see Jnttodoction, 

68. I. Sidonins alludes to Chilperic and hti qoeen as 
Tarqnin the Elder and his consort Tanaqnil, who is said to 
have comouuded in his honiehold. (Cf. Jnvenal, Sat. iJL 
566,) Taiqnin wai original!]' itjled Lucamo ; he was the aon 
of Demaivlns of Taiqninii in Etraria. 

09. 1. The ClbTrates here mentioned are the two brotheri 
Tlepolemns and Hiero, wbo misted Venei to plunder Sicily. 
1. Gtrmamaa . . . Agri/^ma. The allnsion is again 
to Chilperic and his ci»Eort. 

3. Ablabins or AblaviDi, whose authorship of the terses 
is only mentitmed bjr Sidcoins, was Prmefectut prattBria 
A.D. 3sfi-37< He was a bvonrite of Coostantine, who at 
mie time gave him cha^e of his son Constantiui. The new 
emperor, however, stripped Ablanna of his dignities, oiled 
him to Bithfnla, and connteaanced his assassination. The 
Uood-gniltineBs here implied would seem at flnt sigiit to 
apply with less force to Chilperic I than to his nephew 
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Gnnilobkd, who, CKiled by bli brothen Chilperie II' and 
Godomar, finallj repooened himwtf of \.yaa», killing Cbil< 
peric and mnrdcdng hU qttcen and childrea. But if the 
piecediDg Letter retera to the fint Chilperie, it teemt probable 
that thit does abo. Cf. note CG. a above. 

to. I. Fansta, wife of CoDitanttne, accused Criapns, sod 
of that emperor by Mioerriiia, of a gntlty pasiion. The 
emperor sentenced Crispni to death ; but on the discovery 
of U( innocence, Faaita wm henelf pat to death by inffoca- 
tion in the vapour of a hot bath. Sidoniut is the earlleU 
authority Ua the statentCDt that Critpoi died by poison. It 
may be noted that he does not take the more favonrable 
view of CoiutantJne's character. Cf. Introdnctlon, p. cxzv. 

1. If the two preoeding Letters are concerned with the 
times <rf Chilperie I, it seems probable that this too ts of bis 
period, and not that of bis nephews. Cf. notes 66. 1, 69. 3. 

3. Apollinarii (cf. III. lil), grandtather of Sidonius, was 
Prefect of the Ganls. (See Introduction, pp. xii and clxl.) 
(Dedmus) Knsticus, grand&ther of AquiiiniiB, held the sanie 
office 111410-11 under the tyrant Ctmstantine (III). Captnred 
by the generals of Honorins, Rustlcus wai mdely handled. 
Cf. Gr^ory of Tonn, Hist. Fnmt. II. it. 

4. Jovinns assomed die purple in Gaul while the tyrant 
ConstautiDe was still alive, but was killed at Narbcnne in 
41 s. Dardanns was Prefect in Gaol under Hoooritts in 
409-10 ; B more bvoorablc view of his character than that 
of Sidonius is taken by Jerome and Augustine. For the 
inscription commemorating the opening by Dardanns of 
a monntabroadnearSisteron, cF. C.I.L. xil. 1514. 

Gemtlina, general of the tyrant Constantine in Spain, 
nused Maiimns to tlie purple and besieged Ctaistantine in 
Aries ; on the appearance of Constantins before that city, 
and the desertion of Us own troops, he fled into Spain, 
where be died. 

6L I. Hie offices of tribune and notarins were hi like 
manner both borne by the grandfather of Cassiodonis In the 
reign of Valentinlan III. The first was military, correspond- 
ing to onr 'colonel', the. second was secretarial, involving 
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ooofidentkl dntiei sear the penoo of the empetor. Cf. 
Cusiodom, Variat, I. iv, VI. xtI ; mkI Hodgkio, TAt 
Lttttn if CasiieJenu, p. $, 

tt. I. Emebint (Chrvn. year 135) nmtioiM Pabemon at 
liTingio Hadrian'! time; Seneca (Prebee to .AU. Qmu^.W) 
alladet to hii brother Galllo. AoiodIoi [Canm. t aod et) 
tefen to Ddphldiu, Tiio, and AgntdLnt. Jerome (peakt of 
Magnm aa an ontorof lepotc. 

U. t. The enforced aerrice of Calmlnim wu probttbly 
«xceptloaal ; for thongh Gallo-RcHiuuw loved in the Bnr- 
pindlan army, it WM not the halnt of the Viaigothi to ftdaalt 
them to their nnka. (L. Schmidt, GeschitUt, p. 194.) 

06. I. Seroa^m 1* here deacritied ai rctnmiag from ose 
of hli trcMOoaUe Tuit* to Tonlouae, (Cf. Inlrodnction, 
p. xixvUi.) Javola (Gabaki) b in the modem department of 

». Cf. Plb)', Nat. ffiit. ix. SS; Adian, Hitt. Anim. 
U. 13 ; ClaadiMi, In EtUraf. A. 435 ; Oppiui, Naiitut. v. 
7t,ftc. 

6T> I. Cataitei Baiae, Sirmcmd and Savaron identify 
Aeie batlia with Chandeaaignei, on the borders of Anvergne 
andRooei^ae; another co aj e rt Bie phcei them at UontdX>r. 
Cf. Grtgoiie and Collombet, U, p. 87. 
3. Vl^l, Aen. V. 440. 

3. X^gtUiMmm. Cf. p. 141, note 95. i, and Introdoe- 
tlOB, p. ill. 

4.' This ii an nnnitial joke for a bitbop, as more &»o 
one commeMator haa remarkod. 

68. t. ErmUnUHin. The tMe of thit word Menu to *how 
dtat the test of the Propheti had been otamptad. (Tille- 
mont, MintMrts, Xfi, p. 136.) 
60. I. Cf. III. TiL s ; IntrodactloD, p. zli 

70. t. Roicia, one of Stdooiua' danghtcK. Ct Intro- 
duction, p. xiv. 

71. I. The chudi CKCted br Patiem at Ltoos. CS, 
n. I. J. 

Guiiot and otben here omiider that Sldoniu «a« already 
a bishop when thl* letter wa« writtn ; Tillem<«t held with 
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more probabilltr (_Mfm. xvi, p. 199) thai he wu ■ cmnpam- 
tiytXj rotlDg man, Cf. Cluli, ii, p. 19. 

7S. I. CC Vii£il. AtH. V. 499. 

3. The deMTiptioo of the bell-play in thii Letter woald 
be more iotettftJiiE if we conld form an ide* of the nitet ot 
the game. From the &ct IbU > number of playras ue 
engaged, and that violent cnllleinna occur, wc BMjr buaid 
• gOBU that it ii the Satfaitmm {ifwaariv), in which one 
pUjer Ihrowi the ball high in the air, and the othet* nm 
forward to seiie it before he can catch it again. Cf. Mar- 
qnardt, Privalliitm, p. 84$. 

74. I . Dits bones malt fcrmttm. Ferfaapf a peiwn tpoUed 
by good forhme. 

7G. I. litenlly, ' the Aeduan dty ' (Hatdmt civitati). 

70. I. Thli Letter ii intereding in relMimi to the stains of 
t«Uiu'. Stdooiiw demand* that the raTisberihall be nised&om 
theitate of a roAiMU, or depcndett cnltiTatin, to that of afiee 
plehiAKiifiieitituifffiim hi^tre ftnomtm quamctlonariatii) 
in order that he may legally many a womao already free. 

). /a CfKeilU. TUi [aobably refers to the Curia of 
Lyon*; the caiial tyttem continuMi nnder ViiigoChic and 
Burgmidian domioioii. Cf. Schmidt, Gaekuhtt, p. 191. 

77. I. Evtcttotum r^uHdtmt. Evectio was the right to 
the fiee ose of the emmit ft^Htus, or poit lystem. Here it 
Moni to correapcmd to oar phraie ' travelling ezpenies '. 

79. I. Efiitffu Efiseaportun. St Clemeat use* this 
phraie at the beginning of hit lirst letter to St. Jamel of 
Jenualcm. The present is an answei to the kindly letter 
of congratulation tent by Lnpii* to Sidonios on his assumption 
of his episcopal office, and still preserred. (See Fertig, ii, 
K>.7-8.) 

1. Luke V. B. 

60. I. Miiiliat Ltrintntii. C£ VUL liv ; Carm. ni, 
105^16, Fm the mooastety of Lerins, founded by Hilary, 
see the publications of H. Moris on the caitnlary, archives, 
monuments, &c., isined la 1SS3, 1893, and 1909. Cf. also 
AXOtt, Hiitoire dti ttumaitin dt Uritu, i86s; HitI, lUiiraire 



DyGoogle 



240 Notes 

di la Franct, li, pp. 37, 159; Chiix, i, p. 419; and the 
recent woric bji Di. Coopei Mandin, 7^ HisUty ef the 
IsUmdt 0/ tht La-ins, 1913. 

S2. I. The dan^ter of Agrippinni had mauled the son 
of EntTOpia, oa whow death die refmed to retom to her 
father'* home, prefeniog to remain with hei mother-in-law, 
whose gCDeroui treatment ibe prefened. 

83. I. LeontiuK, as bishop of the capital (Ailea), took 
piecedenM of all the Gallicao bishops. 

84. I. \a\. auctaritat ttrtruu Inat. The clerical ' crown ' 
U the toDinre, and tlie word corona is nsed to designate 
a piiMt, as fHrfttra to signify an emperor. Cf, Vn. Till. 
Also EonodioE, Efi. IV. ziii ; Augustine, Efi. xxziii ; Gregory 
of Tout*, fiiiuJ^ilrum.TTil; andGr^ireaad Collombet's 
note on this passage. 

3. Vargtu, «• we gather ^m the Rlpuarlan and Salic 
laws of (he Franks (cf. Lex Saiua, xi<, add. 5, and tv. t), 
litenlly meant, in tlw Tenttmlc dialect, one ' outlawed ', or 
eiiled from his cotmtiT. (Cf. Slrmond, Notes, p. 65.) The 
episode to which this letter relates is rather difficult to 
follow. Most Gommentaton have assumed that the woman 
was carried ofT from Clermrait to Ttoyes. But Sldonlns 
commonly uses isleita ' this', and istic iat ' hete' (cf. VIII. 
ti. ij, line 17 of the poem : not istic posiiai, i.e. here, ftt 
Bordeaui) ; it seems probable, therefore, that when he says 
isio tUAieiam . . . isticqut (Hstrarlam, he Is refinTing to 
Clermont, The victim may have been abdncled &om some 
other place in or near Aarergne, and tako) to the market at 
Qermoat to be sold, afterwards pasung into the control of 
Sid<mlns' man of affairs {Heg^iat«r noHer) or of some man 
of business with whom he was acquainted (' eur friend the 
bemktr ' — Hodgkin). The neeessit; for a visit by the parties 
to Troyes wonld, on this theory, arise umply from the (act 
that Pmdois, whose evidence was essential, had letomed to 
his home in that dty. The Vargi in many respects resembled 
tbe Bagandae of a rather earlier time. 

80. I. The Visigoths. 

87. t. Cf. Introduction, p. xxzvL 
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S8. I. Efisfulam farmatam. The '(omul' > 
Ittter was an attetUtioa given bf tbe biahop to prieitt uid 
clerki of hia diocese when tliejr tmrelled abroad ; wltfaont it 
lllej were not admilted to the ucranent or to eccIeiiuticAl 
function* in tile diitricti which they visited. The biihop 
himielf bad to obtain a dmilar letter from tfae metropolitui 
at primate when he travelled. Such tetters were a safegnoid 
against deception at a time when [^vilq^ of clergy made 
impostnie profitable, and they woe drawn np with great core. 
The letters anthf^ising temporary absence, were called €>»»• 
mttidatiiiat (^Afopnitiii, auaraniiat) ; those accorded when 
the a[q)licant did not intend to return were styled dimiiseria* 
(draAvTijtaJ). See Sirmoad, Notes, p. 66 ; Gr^oire and 
Col]oml>et, li. 146-7, with the references there given ; and 
Fertig, U, p. 36. 

90. 1. Dibihmi ^eiae catwium -• the Emphyteatic canon : 
Canenem frtpHe dixit ftmimuin piat debttur tx pratdio 
tmphfttHticB (Sirmtmd, Notes, p. 68). 

81. 1. Cf. in. iv. 1 ! IV. V. I i VIIL xUi. j. 
t. Cf. Pliny, Ep. IX. iii. 

92. I. Chilpeiic the Bnrgmidian, now mling over Lyons. 

», Pkotatiaiuirmn. The Pbotinians were heretics of 

the fonnb century, who muntained the tenett of Pbotins, 

Bishop of Sirmlnm in Hongary. They were in substantial 

agteeinent with the Ariaiis. 

94. I. Joseph was a type of Christ 

3. Viviera » AUtmit iurbi). Alba Helviomm was il* 
flDciott name. 

3. TritatHna urit. 

S6. 1. For the Rogations firtt instituted by Uamertni of 
Vienne, see Gregory of Toois, ffisl. Front. II. xxiiv ; 
Caesarins of Arlei, HomUits, xxx, and First Council of 
Oileani, Canon, 37. For the Rogations iastitated by St. Gall 
at a time of pestilence, cf. Gr^. Hiil. Frame. IV. v. Cf. 
also V. liT, VII. i, and Fertig, ii, p. 15. 

VI, I. St. Ambrose had discovered tfae bodies of two 
saints, Gervasins and Protasius. (Ambrose, Ef, xv ; Str- 
twn, xci ; Angiutbe, C»nf. ix. J; Dt Civ. Dei, ixii. 8 ; 
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Gngarj of Tout, D* ghHm JIftoijnwm, L rivii; Ada 
SMtfffTMm, Jane 19). 

98. 1> lie CT^ty tn¥ell«t (ea/liAa vwMr) ii Amantliu, 
who fteqnentl; taziitd letter* for Sidonlw. An MUilagooi 
•piiode to that irhidi fonni the mbfcct of thii Letter h 
lecorded b; Gi^ocy of Toon (JRa. J^we. UL x*). 
1. Cf. QoteSS. I. 

loa. I. CmUilatimfUuimi. C»iiUitatie iigiiified ■ piefiwe 
to the Mu* (UaUllMi, Dt Lihtrgia CaiUt. L 3 ; TUlemoot, 
Mtmeim, xrl, p. 177). Gi^ire uid Collombet megect 
that the CmtUtUUimmctdat here mentiotied mxj be the Uuna 
tMUpOMd by Sdoolsi, uid pnUlib«d u a booli, with an 
added pnboebrGiegOTT of Tonia. Cf./Tir/. /hMcII.tiiL 

IM. I. Vaim wai the caidtal of the VooootU, wboae 
alUinoe Hannibal loogfat againit Rome. It wai now in 
BnignDdian tenilocy. 

lOS. I. ApAamim ^imat. The prarinect were tnb- 
dirided by diSennt empercn*, nbJividoni receiriBg the 
name otfrima, itnmd*, ftc, bnt the epithet /nma wai given 
to that which contained the fbimcrmetropoliiofthe undivided 
prorlnce ; e. g. Lngdinenili Prima wu the diviiloa contain' 
ing Lyons. Bonrgea wu the capital i£ Aqoitanica Prima, 
Botdeani of Aqoitanica Seconda. 

107. I. Here in the form Emute. For Eaiic'i ampaigBi 
TCMiltlng In the ce«ion of Anvergne in 47J, tee latiodnctiai, 
p. zzxvi. Gregory of Tout makci (pedal leftreoce to this 
Letter (,tlist. Front. IL ix*.}. 

108, I. It might be nippo«cd frmn Ibe accomt given by 
Gregory of Toais {Hist. Fraiu. II. xxv) that Enric ooly 
barricaded the doon of the chniche* with bramblea to present 
the entrance of wonht[^iert; bnt tfait i* mrely not wliat 
Sldonint meant. 

lOB. I. Si baiiJictitia mtcidia tun aceipiai digiiittUis 
hatiUm. Thii seenu to imply that the dying with dt a 
parlih pried influenced the choice of hli tncceaaor. 

1. Tbii refer* to the oommiwion of the four bitht^ 
appohited to negotiate term* of peace between Ae empire 
and Enric. Cf. Introdnction, p. xlii. 
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110. 1. CC VL Tiii. I ; Vn. ii. I, X. 1 ; IX, h. i. 

1, Atidttamt te qumdam fratrts Latio dutn. CU 
p. Ill, DDte 12. I, and Locui, Pkart. i. 417: ArvirmipM 
mmi L«tia te/tngen Jrains Staigtti«4 a6 IHoMfapuU, 

3. The people of Amergiw had ncccsafnlly uutalned 
a ti^e of the Viwgoiha, who drew off into winter qiuuten. 

4. Seep. i2i,iwlcU. i. 

111. I. The phiue is bitterlj toonieal. Ci Introdnctioii, 

1. It tcemi bert to take this in a general aente. For 
other explauatUNi* with a m«« ipedHc reference, ci. 
GiJ£oire and CoUombet, ij, pp. 157 ff. ; Siimond, Note*, 
p. 75. One otjectloii to theie it that Ihejr aMnme the Ion of 
Uaneillei to Kome at thii period, a fact of which there 
Mem* to be no infficient evidence. 
113. 1. Corenalna. Cf. note SI. I. 
lis. I. Le. Pythagoraa. 

lit. I. Fagim«t4t(rtlalis. CfLy^: ittlit duretaHhii. 
Crcdentiala, 01 anthoritf itoia a public body. 

1. AgroedDi of Sena. Cf. Letter VIL t. above. 
3. Ct I. i. 4. 
110. [. AcU Till. iS. 

1. Lnke i. g. 
130. I. Demi iabnil umU disetnt. Taeoce, Atkffhi, 
III. lit 59 (453)- 

1. EiodM zzxvi. I iL 
12S. I. See oote 110, i above. 

134. I. The ■ neichbonn ' are the Vidgothi, the 'pro- 
tecton' the Bnixandiaiifc Cf. IntrodactioD, p. xiivl. 

135. I. Antittti, Thii word imally Eignilies a bishop; 
but the term* of the present letter hardly <ngg«*t that 
dignlljrfor Himerlnt. Clandlaoiu Mameitai, a simple prieM, 
ii elsewhen described a* autisUs frdint m Mcumdo (IV. xi) ; 
it seems probable that the word ihoDld alio be ooder- 
stood ' of the second order ' in the present place, and that 
Himertal had not attained episcopal rank. (See Gi^oire 
and CoUombet, ii. 169-70.) In this case the words dtgtU- 
talis auclerttn would imply that tie was ordained by Lopna. 
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Ct IX. ix, 6, where the vrord atUiiUi b tucd of Rioctwtiu, 
and zril of the preient hook, where it ii applied to Abialiun, 
•o abbot. 

ISB. I. The pcunt of tlic Letter it tlut Sidonim, wbo Imi 
■wrei MCD hii cortefp<mdeat, claim*, on the etonnd of a 
commoi) culture, ■ gteatei intimacf with Philagrini thin anj 
mere neigfaboun Id whom inch cnltore wu lacking. He 
rnnfoTCM hi* opinion, which he leemi to hold with nnneceuaiy 
emphuis, with some parade of identUic arsmnent. The 
pbilo*o|Aical ideal here dereloped are derived from Platooiim 
(cf. Chaii, i, p. 355 £), bnt the manner is remlnitcent of 
Seneca. 

ISO. t. The allniion ii to encanttic painting In whtdi the 
colour ii mixed with wu, applied in a molten ttate with 
a apatnla. Thit method, vtrj popular in late Roman timet, 
ii most familiar to ni from the mmnmT-pottiaits of the 
Fajrilm, bat wai popular in Earl; Byzantine art. For refer- 
CDcea tee Daltco, Bj/tantim ArtandArchatoScgy, p. 316. 

I. Filium iiarci Cictronit fop»ha Rammau noit 
ofHCtcAat IcpttHttm : becauie he had not hii father*! 
ctoqncnce, and thii, not any physical qnalitj, wai the only 
thing to ennre hit general recoguitioo. The totitce of the 
quotation appean to be unknown. 

181. I. Sidooini ii here veir famh in bit expretsjon of 
dlllike for the baibaiian. Cf. IntrodnctiMi, p. xdi. 

113. I. The word used la frofissie. Either the eccle- 
tiattical proleinon mnit be meant, or the common pursuit of 
poetry. If at the time of writing Sidonint was already 
Uthop, he would not have occasion to make freqnent vluts 
to Vlenne. Nor it anything taid to prore tliat SalcHiius was 

134. t. The poem lufGcientty relatei the chief events in 
Abraham's life. He represents the type of the oriental 
ascetic settled in the WeM. CC Introduction, p. tnii. 

1. The Satsanlan Yczd^erd, whose great persecntion 
b^an in 410 and lasted thirty yean. Gregory of Tours 
says that Abraham was liberated by an angeL (J3i vitii 
Faimm, iii.) 



DyGoogle 



Nates 24 J- 

ISS. I. i.«. JeraMlan captured by Tito*. 
i. Caithage. 

3. El quae lanigito de nu nemai haiettl, Le. Milan. 
VMOium MtdMumtm at re quad iti mt in nttdU lanta 

ptrkibiiur fnventa. Isidore, Orig. XV, i. 

Ad inoema Ga/lis 
Ctudita, lattigeri mis oslettlatUia ptlltm. 

Cltuidian, 1. 1 S3. 

4. The Euphiatei, by which Atttaham was bora, wai 
also one of the rivers of Foradiie. 

J. LirineKitum live GrimtKinsium. For Lerins, lee 
Qote SO. I. The Gnninceiues woe a commanitjr dwelling at 
Grignf, on the Rhdoe, not fu from Vienne. (Tillemont. 
Mimeira, zvi, p. a£9.} The community foonded by Abraham 
at Clermont became the monattery of SL Ci^rnei. 

ISO. t. A tt friiuipium, HH dttin^. Vligi], Eel. viiL 
II. CtLl. 

110. t. Apollonins of Tywia, if not (Aoi openly attacked, 
was as a role viewed wl^ disfaTOnr by the Cbnreh, and 
regarded ai something of a charlatan. CI J. S. FhUlimore, 
PhiUstratUi in htnew oj AftlUmus ef Tyeiut, OiSotA, 
191a, Introduction, pp. xdT. ff. 

1. Nicomachni and Taacins Victorianns were two 
■diolan who corrected and revised current editions of 
andent anlhora, just ai Sidoniot himself corrected the 
H^tatench for Ruidas (V. xv). 

3. lyaiulatit, Sirmond, awning from other occurrences 
of this word in Sidooinf (e.g. IX. li, zvi), eotwiden that it 
here means transcription. It may, however, as Fertig thinks 
(Fait ii, p. I'X ^'^" i^ proper sense ; if so, the ttanslatlMi 
has not snrvived. 

4. The foitreia or castle of Livia, where Sidoains was 
confined by Enric, was between Carcaasonne and Narbonne^ 
Ct Introdocdon, p. xliv. 

141. I. The peoples beyond the aea and on the Waal «r« 
the Vandals of Africa, and the Franks tetpcctively. 
U6. I. Vfa«. Gt^. iv. 176; Eel. 1. 13. 
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140. 1. Tnjcioi Rulini AstTiJns, at AMcritti (u bit name 
ii nsoall; written), coanil with Protc^enes in 449. Soaie of 
hit 'emwnUi dlptychi' are premred, and the words datiipie 
JaiH mmj i«fer, m Sinnood uifgeste, to the dlitiitmtioa of 
tadi diptjptha. The sporfmla might take the fonn tX mItci 
bukets. Cf. SjvuDttchos, Ep. ii. 81 ; ix. 109. 

117. I. Thii wai a Uw of Thcododus proiniilK»ted in 
Conttantioople twenty-GTc yean befoie the conmlship of 
Aiterint, but not in force in Ganl nntil the latter date- Ct Sir- 
mond. Notei, p. 85 ; Tb. Mommien, Tkt«desiani Libri XVI, 
voL I, pt. ii, p. 194. 

118. I. AmjcUe, dtnated on the cout of Italjr between 
Gaet* and Tenacina (?), was a colony of Sparta, and mtj 
be held to haveinberited a reputation (or Lacommt. Vii^I 
i^AtH, X, 564) calls it tadiae, and Servius, in his Commentaij, 
gives more than one ctajectnral teaiMi for the epitbet, in 
additloa to that mentioned a>ove. (Cf. Gr^ire and Col- 
lombet, ii 365.) But the Lacoalan AntT^lae may be intended. 

a. ViirtimtH . . . CvIumtUa. Well-known writeis, the 
fint on an^itectnre, tbe sectmd on agrtcoltore. Vitravin* 
lived in the time of Jnliw Cmmt and AnpHtni, Columella 
in that of ClaDdins. 

146. I. The statemeht that the Sanras retnmed to thdr 
homes ' dt anltitiemti* rather gnggeats th«t they came Erom 
iaUndt nrhich might either be sifawted off the coast of 
Schleswig or croi be themwlves Ac ftWsh Tales. For tbe 
evidence a» to Saxon settlement in Eogtand before the 
middle of the hfth cmtnry, tee Beck in C. M. H. pp. 381 ff. 

Namatia* wm 'admiral' for Emic oa the Atianlic tea- 
board, with the dnty of beating off piratical attack*. 

160. I. M.TerentinsVuToCiiS-aSB.cOiaTolomlnou 
writerwho produced nearly £00 books on bistoiical, scientific, 
and antiqaarian sobfects. Hts Ltgitt«na were probably 
dialognes like those of Cicero. Eosebins of Coesare*, the 
chronograpbet (a.d. >65-33S), songfat to confirm the data of 
the Hble. His worit is divided hito two parts, the CArnv- 
grafhia containing the material (ai tbe ^nthetic treatment 
of the second port or Caiuiut, which glvei tite mien of 
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the world in panllel eolBmnt, with BOtet, while > sepuate 
colanm gives the yeui of the world'i age. TheCuooaweie 
tnuilated by Jerome. Cf. J. B. Bury, Gibbon's Dteiim and 
Fail, U, Appendix i ; Stewut in C. M. H. i, p. 5S1. 

IBl. I. The Empeior Jnliw Nepos b^ao his reign by an 
attempt to render the civil and military service* more efBdeol- 

1G3. ). Serianos aad Camillas are qnoted as examples of 
lUastiiaas Romans of the Republican period devoted to mial 
life. Serruias was an agnomen of R^nlni, who was Mtnally 
engaged in sowing when hii elevation to the contnlahip was 
aiwonoced to him in 357 B.C. 

1S8. 1 . RaciUa was the wife of Cindnnatna. 

1G4. I. Sa/ur etl cum dicU HoraHia Evkt. Javenal, 
Sai. vii. ei. The poet soggcst* that a well-notirished sytteai 
is essential to the production of good poetry, and that when 
Horace wrote Od. iL ig he had dined veil- 

3, Ntiduia enim quidguam dt ktrtditaU socruaU vtl 
inummttriiaitiiipritioinedittatis. One of the most difficult 
paHAges in the Letters. Mommsen {Praefatio, p. xlvii) sop- 
poies SidmUDS to have the nniinict of a tbiid of the property, 
on condition that he is to bay half of the estate from the bdrs, 
of whom he is not one — a tnpposltion which presents varion* 
difficnlties. Equal difficalties attaid the effort to lefncsent 
the third part as the ttrtia exacted from Roman landownen 
by their Tentouic crnqneioi*. In th« translation, I have 
adopted « stigsestion kindly made by Prof. J. S. Retd, who, 
however, tbiuks it rather daring for definite adoption, becaose 
there is no anlhorlty for mtduiaa as anythini; but a half-shaie. 
I have taken the rl^ of another rendering because Sidonlut 
employs several lAtin words in an irregular and nnclatsicnl 
way, and it seems quite possiMe that he may here use miditlas 
in the general sense of ' portion *, as ' moiety ' is sometimes 
used in English. 

3. Sidonius was now detained by Euric at Bordeaux. 
See lutrodnetion, p. ilv. 

l&S. I. A town in Phodt, sacred to Apollo. For the 
Boeotian Muses iHyaMiat Camtnac), cf. Carm, ix. 185. 
3. Istk fnii«i, i.e. at Bordeaux. The following lines, 
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with their ethno(>np]iicil detailB, m peifaqw the bett known 
In Sidoniiu. (Cf. IntrodDcUon, p. xdil.) The 'glancons' 
cheeki of the Hanlims were peihapi ptinted nther than 
tattooed. The tribe wu MtUed oa the Lower Rhine (cf. 
Cudodonu, Variat, IIL iii), uid their lepccKotativet were 
probabl? at Bordeaux, becaiue Enric wat regarded at their 
protector againtt Fraokiih aggreMion. (Scliniidt, Gtickichie, 
pp. 16S-9, note 5). Italy'! prayer for aid in eipelUog the 
barbarian may refer to the Roman doire for the ezpnldoo of 
Odovakar (ibid.), 

15S, 1. Arsaets li here nied for a monarch of the later 
Sataanlan dynaatT — Feroz, or Fiioze, at tliii time mgaged 
b hoitUitie* with the White Hnns, who were enconnged by 
the Eait Roman Empire. (Procopiiu, Dt Btllo Ftnica, I. it ; 
Tabari, Gtickicliti tUr letter tmd Araitr, Noldeke't «d., 
p. 119.) 

1S7. 1. MtSheetu ait et^. The reference ia to ViixU't 
EclogDc, where Meliboeni ii the conntryman diipoiaeiied of 
hi* laada. 

1. This maxim doei not occnr in the writingi of Sym- 
machtit vrtiich have come down to tu. 

168. I. Cf.Pllny,^.Lio,and*i.33. The mo« £unon* 
(peech of each orator li qnoted. ' 

169. I. Veanimici and Nitiobrogea. 

]. DtepaoiDS, atithor of a panegyric on Theodoaiw. 
Antbediai, a poet mentioned elteirtieTe by Sidonins. PanUnus, 
petliaps a rhetor of P^iigneni, though theie is moie than oae 
person of the name who might lie intended here. Aldmns, 
orator and poet, whose real name wm Akthins. On these 
personages see ^MfLfi'iliAJiiAuiiMii, p. 419; il, pp. 136-8, 
•(69> 537- 
ISO. I. Otphent. 
I. A Thracian hnntresa-goddeas, 'Or she', ftc. The 
refercace ii to Atalanta. 
3. Thetextis: 

Si valigia/aictaia Hudi 

ftr jummum Jigiti ngani eitatis 

firmi ingresi^Hs alqtie viHcuierum 
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eancurrtnlihis antuits refitxa 
ad cnaptr cameram catena surgat. 
Posjjbl; the cempagus ma; be the kind of shoe described. 
Cr, Marqu&rdt, PrtDaiUben, p. 589. 

162. I. Echoicas. Sinnond qaotes Ihe following lines of 
Pentodins, to illnitrate the meaning of va-stts tcheici : 
Fir caoa saia tenai puudum mtigUibus Echo 
Vaxgtu re/ulia iugisfier cava saxa iinuit. 
For the vertus ricurrms, 01 pHlindrome, see Dote 307. t- 

'By repetitions' (/vrofuifi^ito'H). Repetition is a poetical 
artifice commonly employed by Virgil, e. g. : 

StqtaiMr piilcktrrimui Aitur, 
Aifur 4que fid^tt, &c. 
164. I. For a concise statement of the elements of astro- 
logical belief in Roman timei^ see Daremberg and Saglio, 
Bitlcle Diviitatia, p. 30s. Also A. Maniy, La magit el 
r<ulivl«git <Umt VoKligmt/, 1861 ; F. Lenornuut, La divitta- 
tUi$ tt ta scitnce det fr/sagts chet les Chaidlaa, 1875 ; 
A. Hitbler, Astrel^t im AUtrikum, 1879. Of the posons 
mentioned in the aeit paragraph, Vertacns, Thtisybnlas, 
and Sataminqs, the first and third are named as mathe- 
maticians in the letter to Leontios preceding Carm. xxli. 

lee. I. Langon (Alingo) is 00 the left bank of the 
Garonne, sooth-east of Bordeaoi. 

1. Cat«tm iit Syrii. Cato with ten thoosaod men 
crossed the desert of Leptii in thirty days. The exploit, which 
become almost Iq^daiy, is recpi^ed by SCrabo and Locan. 

167, I. TaAuJa calcuiis strata buoltrilmt. This mention 
of a board, with men of two colours, seems to confirm the 
belief that the game played by Theodoiic was something 
akin to backgammon. Cf. p. 3ifi,note fi. i. 

3. Mtdtdicat stiftlUiHHs ^tUtnti. The oyiteis of 
M^ocwere&monseTeDinRome. Cf.Aasaains,£^.Tiiandix. 
170. I. Cfl p. 339, note 80. i. 

». Anhimaitdrilai. An archimandrite, b the Orthodox 
Eastern Chnrch, apptoxinately corresprads to an abbot in 
the West. 
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173. I. Tbe prophecy of SL AimuuHW (Aignan) is lecoided 
br Gregory of Toon (_I/ist. Fi-amc. ii. 7). Oileuu »u hud 
prcMcd by Attil*, aod the Uihop promued mcconi from 
Aetiiis. That general arrlTed at the very momoit when the 
walla of the town were breached, and presented the Hoot 
from entering tile dty. The Hory i* not accepted by modem 
hiatoiical critidun. 

178. I. JuTcnal, SiU. i. S-6- 

174. I. Cf. Sytnmachnt, Ep. iii. to Siburio*, quoted by 
Sirnumd ; Si tiii velustaiu tantia at amcr, pari ttudi« in 
verba prisca rtiUamut, gmitm Salii canrntt, ftc 

176. I. The tenth book of the yotmger Pliny'* letters 
c<mtauu only the correspondence between him«elf and Trajan, 
and Sidonlni does not count it ai one of the goUdcUmi. 

177. 1. For LtviUs or Lnita, (igni^ring 'deacM*, cf. 
C. H. TniDcr in C. M. H. i, p. 157, 

180. I. Cf. p. 139, note 80. i. 

). An allnrioo to the lou of SUoBiaa' estate. Slimoad 
couidert thb letter to hai« been written when Sidaoiat wh 
in exile at Bordeanx. Cf. VIIL ii. 

181. r. Paginam nuticaMtni. Cf. Introdnction, p. cum. 
ISL t. Thetieatyofpeacebtfwfcn JuliuiNepoiandEnrie. 

187. I. Joehna ix. The Gibeooitei wen made hewen of 
wood and drawen of water for endeavoaiing to avoid serritnde 
by pretending thattheircitywaifarofi, when it was really oeal. 

188. I. Aptatfiiislit.aptisniiuiii/iiiiti*. One of the worst 
example! tA SidcDina' delight in pnns and verbal jngglery. 

2.SaiittiiftuMtiat,tapiiitiiMparuM.Ct.S»3imt,CiH.r.t- 

1S9. I. Kiackaitit tuUislu ac mtmukta, aipu itiitu 

mtmJi Hi ptngi imts. It seems micertain whether Rlodiatn* 

bad been made a tnihop in Brittany, or iriietha he was 

a priest 'of the aacoDd order'. Cf. note ISB. i. 

lltO. I. On Sauanian textile* and embooed lUrar dishes 
the hnntcr is tometimea depicted holding • cub in each hand. 
CC note 303. i. 

3. The book waa probably one of Uioae in which 
FanslQB established the divinity of the Son and the Holy 
Ghost against the Arians, and not, as Ampbe mggested 
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(ffiil, lUt. <U la France, ii, p. agot, hb wotk oo Gnce. 
(Chaii, ii, p. M3.) 

192. I. Dent. ui. 11-13. 

168. I. Tbc lilt of philoM^iben if intcKMliig in connexion 
with utlstic (iciilplnnl?) typci, upon wUch the Eereml 
descriptkat Appcu to be bued. 

IM. I. Units weie connted on the left hand, hnndredi on 
the right (Plfaiy,ixxiT.7; Jnvcnal,i'af.z.349.) Probably, 
M Sinaond snggeso, Sidonini eug|>erktea the age of Fsnstm. 
3. This letter U of interett for the tUtqi of a de&inltlng 
clerk. Injuiioiui ongbt to have brought Aprancnlns a 
dimiuarial letter from Sidaniiu. Withoot Ibii hi> po(itI(ni 
was in^nlar, and he eipoaed himielf to poulble retribntln 
action mt Sidotdn^ part. Cf.noteSS. i,ai)dChaii,il, p. 109. 

in. I. Thii difficult Letter perhaps lefeis to an episode 
in ctMiieaion with the issue of the second iostalment of the 
Letters. Sidonins seems to have sort his manuscript to Lnpot, 
bat with the R(]nest that the bishop, after looking it tbroagh, 
shooM pass It Ml to some other po^n imaamed. This 
reqaett appears to bsTc offended Lnpns, who wrote to 
Sidonins to tix his grievance, Cf. Chaii, ii, p. sBj. 

107. I. If Lapu was elected Ushop in 4i7,thedtleorthe 
present Letter it 477. Cf,D<iche8ne,/iu'(«f^d*ifi>^«wx,ii,p.449. 

199. I. This passage again snggeats a det«. Amunii^ 
Sidonins to have been elected bishop in 471, the tcsi when 
be presnmabljr abandoned secular poetry, the ptesent Letter, 
as Banmlns pointed ont, wonld have been written In 4S4. 

301. T. The passage testifies to the lively interest of 
Sidonins in metrical qoestion*. Form, with him, was of no 
less importance than matter. 

>. i.e. Apnlelns, of Madama in Africa. 

203. I. Magiitri EfutuUtrum. Pelnis was secretary of 
Majorian. See p. clixvi. 

a. Le. Ailes. Sidonins was there with Majorian m 461. 
Seelnttodnction, p. ixiii. 

308. i> SirmMid qtiotes Ammianns Maicellinns (Bk. xxiv) 
for the Babylonian hanghtga nsed at the time of Julian's 
sojown in Ctesiphon, all lepreteotiDg royal hunting scenes. 
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The praent puuge nbo recalli the well'known SMsaiiian 
tilk textiles. (Cf. note 190. i >boK.) Niphste*, ■ moaatoia 
in Anneoia, here lepreKDU that conntiy. 

2M. I. Ttpidas ad effianas. The trantUtion given i« 
bMed on the niggeition of Feitig (1, p. 31), who compares 
CarM. iziii. 131: SmjmKuae iitctidt dxtas afficinat. The 
allnnoo would be to the heat of a busy forge, metaiihoricslljr 
leprnenting a thorongh and efficient Mbool of mniic, dance, 
and toog. ThymeU it the platfonn on which the choregus 
Mood in the middle of the orcheura ; /ojr (lit. 'a place for 
wreMling'} might then be the itage on which miioea appeared. 
(Cf. Carm. niii. 301, 303.) L^kUu liu beeD niggt»ted as 
an allematiTe to itpkUa. 

207.1. Vtrsusrtcurrtnits. Cf. note 163. i. Thesecondof 
the two palmdrome Tenet in the text i* of unknown origin, and 
jleldi no obTioDi seme (Forcellini, Zcnf^n, s.v./fr^). Of 
the fint, a« given heft in isolation, the some might almost be 
laid ; but at lome time it waa attached to a hexameter, so as 
to fbim a lecnireat couplet, and placed In the month of 
Satan, to eoliTcn tlie deacriptlon of a pilgrimage to Rome 
by a pecaonage Tariously given aa St. Haitin, a canon of 
Combicmer, jcc The hoi; man change* the Devil Into 
a beast of burden, and rides him towaids hia destinatim, his 
Impatience arontlng the following protest : 

' SigHa It, ngHa ; Utnen mt lamgis it angii ; 
Soma iiH nMta itufliius Mt amor.' 
'Cross, aje, crosi thyielf; 'tiaallfoinoo^ttliat thonitiikest 
and plagoett me, siDce my paces will soon bring befbie thee 
Rome, the goal of tby desire.' Whatever may be the date of 
the lint line, the second itshown t^ tt'' term* of Sidonint' alia- 
^on iyiUuii antiquum) to have been well known in the second 
half of the fifth centuiy. The inventioo of recnmit verses was 
commonly attributed to Sotades, a poet of the third century 
B.C. The ttett example in Greek U the ntvOV ANOHHkA 
BDl HONAN 01TN, inscribed on many mediaeval fonts (in 
England, those of Sandbach, Hariow, Mettoo Howbiaf, 
Hadley, and others), and traced to the time of the Byian- 
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tine Emperor Leo VI (Leo AUattoi, Sxcerflavaria Gratcorttm 
SBphblanim, 8k., p. 398, 1641 ; Anikot. Graec. Efigram- 
tnatum VI, xlli, p. 563. Ed. H. Steph. Franlcfort, 1600). 

208. 1. Le. Livy. The part of bia history dealing with 
the cueer of Jnllns Caesar ii no longer extant, bnt it Btill 
sarvived in the time of Sidonini, and Symmachni was 
acquainted with It {Ef. IV. ivii). 

a. Someread: ViientiasMaitialiE. Siitaond conjectures 
that the penon intended ma; ht Goigilitis Maitialis, author of 
a life of Caesar, dted b; VopiscDS and L&mpridins. L. Come- 
lim Balbna, with Oppim, represented Caesar's interests at 
Rome during (he Civil War. No diary of his is now known, 

3. The custom of bringing a claqne to appland the public 

reading of a friend was very common dniing the Roman 

empire. It ii mentioned by Pliny, Juvenal, and otiier writers. 

311. 1. Ptragratii iHetcesitKs. DUtcisU is used here in 

the sense of ' parish '. Cf. Krmoad, Notes, p. loi. 

213. I. Mme de S^vignj, writing from Grignan in 1695, 
complained that the inkstands were froten In the bitter cold 
of early February. 

3. Afy/iibMaa i^fljiiiA' i«n>Hiiu — Sapphics, Sappho being 
a native of Mylilene. 

218. I. Cxm tnas feni statuatn , . . Ntroa Trajamis 
liluKs vidtrtt. The allusion is to the statue erected in the 
reign of Avltus, aiier Sidonios had delivered the panegyric of 
that emperor. See Introduction, p. xviii. The two libraries 
are those dedicated respectiTely to Greek and Latin literature. 
3. i.e. the office of Prefect of Rome.canying with It the 
presidency of the Senate, conferred on Sidonins by Anthemins 
in 46S. Cf. Introduclioa, p. zxix. 

214. 1. St. Satominns, lirstbishop of Toulouse, martyred in 
tlie second half of the third century. (Cf. Gr^ory of Tours, 
Hitt. Franc. I. ixviii, and see Ada Satutorum, Nov. 39.) 
The 'Capitol' from which he was flung is that of Toulouse. 

3. The regula Flmci is contained in the third and fourth 
verses of Epistli ii : 

Amphora cotpit 
Inttilui, currcnti rtla cur urceus exit? 
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J40. 

AbUflnt 

AbnAun, 

■bbot, Ixiii, lixx, c)i ; U. 

iMff.,J44- . 
Accuser^ moanung drets ot, 



Adveotmer, «tai7 or, jronng, 

iugSCr. 
Aednuu, U, jti, 134. 
— Citj of (Antiin), U. 75, 

AeacUoes, U, ^ 
AeMDUpini, il. 8, 130, 
African asttotogen, U. 163, 
^soippe, il. 174, 104. 
AgCQ (AgiwHin), peopli 



Agrippiiu, it 59. 

Attc, people irf {A/itrrrs), I. 

Alans, IL 5. 

Alaiic II, King of the Visi- 
goths, xIt, 1. 



Alcim>, dughtei of Sidoaiui 

n,ar,.t,U. 
Alcimni, ii. 159, 14S. 
Alexander the Great, i. Si. 
Alypla, xi»; L u, 
Amandos, cntvii, cli ; iL 97, 

no, 113, iSi, 1^1. 
Ambrose, St, xxxit, xxxv ; 

— a bishop, clzi. 
Amerla, L 36. 

Amfsarutmt, Mt Le Mofete. 
Amjdae, iL 148, 146. 
Ancestor*, effigies of, L 13. 
Ancfaorltet, hxii, Ixxx. 
AiigeH, ii. »33. 
Anniamu (Aignan), St., Ii. 

171. ISO- 
Animals, men CMnpMedirith, 

11.139,130. 
Ajmottiu, jyatfectus (Inten- 

dant of Supplies), XIX ; i 45. 
Antbedius, iL 159, 14S. 
Antbemliu, Emperor, zzv, 

xzrii, ixxiil, cbd ; L 17, 

35 ; ii- 6?- 
Antiolus, dxi ; iL 170. 
Antilles, ii. 13, 119, 330, 

^43. 150- 
AntiChetU, abase of, by 

Stdmint, exxvuL 
Apdles, ii. 103. 
Ajucins, banqneti of, ii, ig, 

330. 
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ApolUnari*, 



n«, t^MidfUha of 
ni , iS, xiil, ctxi ; i. 
So ; ii 60, *37. 

— SOD of Sid««iiai, xiv, cbti ; 
iL 94. 177- 

— coDiiexioQ of SidcHuu, U. 
103. 

ApoUo, iL igg, 104. 
ApolloDiu of Tjana, xlv; 

ii. 140. J45- 
ApoRles, charehe* of the, i, 

Appint, U. 9. 

ApnmcnlDi, Bbhop of Lan- 

pt%, Ii, dill. 
Apt, ii iSS. 

Apnldni, L g6 ; il. aoi, iji. 
Aquitaniea Prima, U. lOj, 

141. 



ArchimBDdritei, 11. 1 70, 149. 
Archimedes, ii. 8. 
Architecttuc, cUl-cv. 
Ar^taiis, 1. jS. 
Ananwm of Etuic, Inodx; 
ii. 106. 

— of Theodwic II, 1. 3 ; il. 

Alius, ii. 113; tet mIm 

Moibhuliu. 
Ariel {Anlati\ xzili, Ui* ; 

"77.94. «»o.*40, "5'- 

— nttie dicnUted at, i. t6. 

— rtatoel JD fbnun at, zcriii ; 
i. 19. 

Aimoricaii* (Bretoiu), xxvlil ; 

1. 76 ; IL 190. 
AimoDT, cvii ; i. 68. 
Aruces, ii. 156, 34S ; stt 

Art, ci-dT. 

ArvaDdm, xxx-Kxidi ; i. Ig ET. 
Arverm, see ClermoDt. 
Aidepiadi, il. loa 



AitTolt^,cxvli;ii. 163,349. 
Atain/ui.L tl; iL ilS. 
Ataiinta, 11. 160. 
AtbeBMnnt, t. 50 ; ii. 17, 

191, ao6, 114, 130L 
AtlKDUni, IL 148. 
Athenins, cxxvil ; i. 30. 
Atlas, iL S. 
Attic Comedy, ii. 101. 
Attila, ii. 171. 
Anch (_Auscimel), Ii. loS. 
AaOt, R. {Alax), ii. ato. 
Audience, Hall of, i. 4; U. 



Autnn, Ii. 75, 134, 139. 
Anvergne, xnvH. 

— people of, claim Trojan 
desceot, I. 41 ; U. no; see 
alio Cletmoot. 

— praise o^ Ii. 3I, loi. 

— loirender of, xtti ; ii. i io, 
Avi^rnoD {Avenia), IL 94. 
AvUiKum, estate of, xvi, xxrl, 

llv, xcT, icTlli ; 1. 36 if. 

— position of, il 






I, Emperor, 



L63. 



Ball-games, di, ctll; i. 4'< 

50,67; ii.7J,73,i63,»39. 

Banquets, at Aries, ndi-d; 



'Baptitt«i7'or/ufina,i. 38. 
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-«iDiof,lL3p, „ 

— lanpwge of, li. 53. 

— SidoaliB* opinionof, i. 75; 
U. 131. 

Buil, St, a 9. 
Buillon Cbnrdi, 1. 55. 
BtiOit, xCT, zcri; i. 5). 

— of ATitMwn, 1. 37, 38! 

— vspoor, xcvi, icril ; L 51. 
BajoDDC (^Lapurdum), ii. 

16;. 
" It {VataUi),^. loS, ifij. 
ic^re (^Vgtnmvt), xriiL 
Bed^ L it. 
Betrothil, », i. 44. 
Bcialeel, U. 110. 
BJiiets {BiUrrat'), li. 143, 

194- 
Bigon« {Bigtrria), li. t66. 
Birth, idTut^c* at, ii. iig. 
Biihopi, pouboD ik, Izith- 

luviiL 

— etectloa of, lufil, IzxTlli 
{let also Ekctioii^ cpu- 

B<Mrd-g>ine^ cii ; i. 5 ; ii. 
7», 167,316,349. 



— plcMuM, 1. 57 ; li- "67. 
Bookcua, i. 50. 
Booki, loan of, il. 19, 50. 
Bookidter, ii 6S. 
Boideaax {BttrdigaJa), xxvi, 

xItj ii. 108, 153,165. 
Booi^-de-IMoli. xixvii. 
Boart;n {SUmigat), Izivii ; 

11. 104, 113. 
Bow, the, i. 4, 67 J ii. 64, 
Brahmin), li. 141. 
Bretons, ut Amoricans. 
Bridal crown, cxill; i. 11 ; ii. 

319. 



Brioode {Brivai), xx. 

Brutm, i. 75. 

ButgimdUiH^ izi, ixr, uviil, 

Kuri xxiix. (1, alii, xliil, 

Iti, Iixxir, IxxiT, xd, xcii ; 

i.7o;ii.54, 134,151s "7. 

I3fi. >43' 
Burgusfi-iVI^ near Bordeattt, 

BjrriM, lee Carthage. 
I^zaotinm, 11. 13s. 
— carrtn of, d ; ii. 15, ajo. 

Cadii, people of {Gadtimi), 

Coeisr, jnliM, i. 6a, 81 ; iL 

9, 145, 308. 
Caoemla, i. $6. 
Catpanii«, i. 56. 
Calpmnlao Inr, L 7; iL 117. 
Camilloi, ii. 153. 
Ctttonic*] letter, ii. 88, 341. 
Cajdtol, the, shops in, i. 18. 
Carthage C^m), ii. IM. 
Canrer*,of B]^«iirinm,u. 15. 



CattillM, 1. 56. 

CeiliiiF, of cADTch, L 55. 

Celticlanpiage,cxxvi,cxxxiT; 

U- S3, 67. 
Cetena (Catsena), L 11. 
Cetliegiu, 11. g. 
Chftlon {Cabtlltmum), epis. 

copal electiwi at, ii. 46. 
Chantelle {CmHKat), ii. 35, 

131. 
Chilperic, King of the Bar- 

gnadians, xixri ; 11, 93, 

»35. =36- 
Chou Cnin*ical>of Chtvch of 

St. MartiD, dil. 
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Choir (muudl) of Church of 

Vienae, ii 33. 

St, Just, li. 7t. 

Chriitiuiily in Ganl, Ixiii, 

Uai-Iwtvi. 
ChrynppDS, ii. 8, 
Chnrch, the, liii-Uxxiil. 

— gifts to, i. 63. 

— bietarchy of, JL aj, 43, 44, 
130. 843- 

— laD<ls, dncB on, il. 90, 

— peiseuntion of, by Enric, 

iL 107-9. 
Churches, ciii, civ. 

— ceiling of, i- 5S-. 

— music in, cv, cvi; ii. 33, 
7'- 

— ruined, IL 108. 
Cibyrate^ ii. 59, 136. 
Cicero, i. 56 j ii. g, 54, 66, 

138, 1*5. 158. "fo, 135- 

— qnoted, ii. 39. 

— Sidonios and, cxtx, 

— SOD of, ii. 130. 
CiU<:iui covcringa, i. 53 ; ii. 

^.■tSr '34- .. 

CiQGinnfttDS, 11. 153, 
Circus, games of, xxiii ; i. 30. 
Cirrha, ii. 15s, 347- 
'Claque', ii. 108. 
Claudiaa, inflnence of, cxii. 
CiaudiauDS Mamettus, txud, 

— death of, iu 10. 

— his treatise on tiie Soul, 
Ixixi ; ii. 5, so. 

Clausttia, ii. 6j. 
Cleopatra, ii. 167. 
Cleftydra, ci ; L 51 ; ii. 114. 
Clergy, criticism of, ii. 118. 
Clerk (?) of SidoniuB, fugitive, 

ii. 194, 351. 
Ctermont {^Arvtmt) ; also 

At^tatoncmttum, (xziv, 



xxxvUi; i. 63, 65; ii. 105, 
185. 
Ctennoal, abandonment of, 
by Jnlini Nepos, xliii. 

— Sieges of, ixzix, il ; i. 65. 

— Rogations at, ii. 95. 
Clitunno, R. {CNtumnui), 

Code, TheodoBiBn, i. 35; ii, 

— Visigothic, L 35 ; ii, jai. 
Cflcttut, statusol, ti, 76, 939. 
Colometla, it, 148, 246. 
Conui taerarum latgilianum, 

Mt LBTgess, Count of Jm- 

Comminges, Saint'Bertrand 

de {jCenoauu), ii. 108. 
Concubinage, ii. 1 84. 
Confession, ii. tj', 131. 
Cimiurati« MarctlHana, ix- 

xxi; L38; 11.911. 
Constantine, Emperor, li. 59, 

>37- 
Constantine, the Tyrant, 11. 

60,337. 
ConstantiuB, priest, of Lyons, 

;d, xlvii, xlviii. 
'Constitutionals', i. J2. 
Consul, Inauguration of, ii. 

146. 

— toga of, ii. 147. Ste 
Tega falmata. 

CoDEuMip, assumption of, 

ii. 146, 1*6 

CBnitHaitunculM, 11. 141. 
Corlnna, i. 56. 

Corinthian musicians, ii. 304. 
Costume, Roman, cvi, crii. 

— barbwic, cvii, di; ii. 35, 
333. 

Couch, dining {tiibadium). 

Council, of PreEect, i. 7 ; li. 
Count, Sidouins named, 1. 3 1 . 
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Count o( Sacied Litgen, i 



Ciemona, i. lo. 
Criipus, Eon of Coastantine, 
poisomng of, cut ; ii. 60, 



Index 



139. 



f atanding, il. 



Cnp, uItct, U, lis. 

CvTti, U. 174. 

Ciiria of Lyons, li. 139. 

Curul systnn, lui; ii. 139. 

Cnrio, il. 9. 

Cursor, Fspiiins, i. 43 ; ii. 

333. 
Curtoria, set Boats, packet. 
Cursus ffubliciu,KLi ; ii. 117. 
Cnrule chain, ivory, ii. 153. 
CtUiacum, an estate, i. 63. 
Cynthia, i. 56. 
Cyricoa, St (St. Ci^es), 

monastery of, Izziiii, cir ; 

ii. MS- 

Dtwdalns, i. Se. 
Damodei, i. 60. 
Danceri at banquets, c ', ii. 



Dead, disposal of, cxir. 
Decemvin, i. iS; ii. 119, 
' Declamations', cix; ii, 30S. 

— of St. Remi, ii. 1S5. 
Decrees, Provincial, i. 16 ; ii. 

116, ai9, J43. 
Dedicatory verses, 1. 54; ii. 

'7.33- 
Deeds, l^al, i. 311 ; il. ill. 
Deer, in foinm of Vienne, ii. 

Delia, i. 56. 

Demons, exorcism of, ii. 134. 

Demosthenes, i. 51 ; ii. 9, 

138-9- 
Depilation, 1. 3 ; ii. if,. 
DeseitioD, of wife, ii. S9. 
DenteroDomy, iL 193. 
Dice, cii ; L 50, 67 \ ii. 

Diamg-iooms, xcix; 1. 30, 

39 ! ''■ »03. 
Dinners, 'senatorial', I. 51. 
DionysioB, 1. 60. 
Diptychs, conmlar, ii. 146, 

146. 
Dives, ii. 107. 

Doctors, liiii ; i. 58 ; ii. u6. 
Doroitian, ii. 58. 
Drepanins, ii. 159, 348. 
DrepanuiD, i. 41 ; ii. 111-3, 

Earthquake, iL 96. 
Easter, festival of, il. 31. 

tauK (JItluianC), u. 108. 
brenil i^Eberolacum^h. 71; 
ii. 117. 
Ecdidns, nil, xxx», zl, zli ; 
i. 41 ; ii. 69. 

— exploit of, i. 67-9 ; ii. 
)i6-7. 

— named Patrician, xli; ii. 
69. 149- 

— raises troops, i. 69. 

' Echoing verses ' [versus 
echoiet), ii. i6a, 149. 
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Eleuar, u. 170. 

Elections, epiacopsl, Uxvi- 

liiviii; ii. 46, 104-5, 

113 ff. 
EncaoEtic pointing, cij ; iL 

130, 344. 
Ephemeridts tit Balbas, ii. 

ao8, as a. 
Epicncus, i. I£. 
Epidaujus, lerpent of, i. ao; 

ii. 310. Sec alse Aescnlk- 

pius. 
Epigiam by Sidooius, ii. 

74- 
Elopement, an, ii. 75. 
Epiphanins, Bishop of Favia, 

iixiit, xlii. 
Epislu!a/ermata,set Canoni- 
cal letter. 
EpiUphs, cxiv; 1. 48, So;ii. 

aai 134- 
EpitTipentet of Menander, 

cixv; iL J4, 330, 331. 
Estates, landed, lx<ri, btix. 
Euclid, U. 8. 
Enphiates, ii. 8. 
Eaphrates, R., ii 134, 156, 

>45- 
Enric, King of the Vuigothi, 

xxviii, ixxvii, ixzviii ; i. 

I7iii. iSS-fi, a4*. 

— death o^ 1. 

— his trealnieDt of Catholic 
Church, diii, Ixxiix; ii. 

— his treaty with Rome, ii. 
119. 

— iinpiisoni Sidooius, xliv. 

— releases him, xM. 
Eusebins, historian, iL 9, 1 50, 

S46-7. 
Ensebios, teaclier of Sidonlns, 



Fabin^ Qnintus, L 43 ; 



«), i 



FaDO [Fam 

ilS. 

FBrft4 R. (^Faharii), i. i a. 
Fasting, ii. 131. 
Fansta, Empress, ii, 60, 137. 
Fanstus, Bishop of Riez, ilii, 

Uivi, Ixxz, Ixixi. 
Ferreotos, St.. ii. ^^. 
Feireolos, Tonantius, xili. 



Fire at Vieime, ii. 96. 
Fiie-place, i. 39. 
Firmuras, ilrlii. 
FiToze(Peroz), KingofPersia, 

ii. 243. 
Fish, i. 43, £3 i ii. 16- 
Fishing, ex ; i. 40, 57. 
/'/iim«ff,dignltyof,ii,g7,336. 
Flaminian Way, i. 11. 
Fleet of Enric, ii 149. 
Franche-Comt^ people of 

(Stgnani}, i. 16. 
Fnmcista, ii. 933. 
Flanks, 1, xciii, cvii; ii. 35, 

'4'. «45. 
— aims of, li. tz^ 
Freedmeo, imperial, ii. g7, 

335-*- 
Frescoes, cl. 
Friendship, principle of, li. 

Fiontlna, a Tirein, ii. 37. 
Fronto, Connt (7), iL 37. 
Fionto, the orator, i. i; ii. 7, 

1+1, ij8, 316. 
Fugitive cleric of Sidoniua, ii. 

'94- 
Fnlgenliai^ 1. 60, 
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GaetnlicDi, i. 56. 

OtlUi, Emperoi, li. 5?. 

Gmltio, Joniai, cixv ; ji. 63. 

Gunet, outdooi, Ix ; 1. 41, 
So;U.ii,7". 

— of hizard, U, Ixv ; 1. 50, 
6r ; a 1*. 

GsrdoD, R. ( VardaX i. 51. 

Garonne, R. (Cnirwnna), iL 
166. 

GandcDtini, i. t, 8, 80. 

Gsal, state of, in fifth cen- 
tury, liv-Ux. 

Geloni, ii. 4. 

Gemooiin stain, 1. 10. 

Geruenea, ii. 79. 

German language, li. 53. 

Gen>utnicu», i. 43; ii. 59. 

Gennanicut, tlie Seiagena- 
rian, cxxvii j ii. 15. 

Gernuiai, St, ii. 97, 141. 

Gil)«onitei, iL 187, 35a. 

Gibraltar {.Ca^, ii. 166. 

Girdles of Vectiiu, ii 18. 

Gnatho, i, 8a; ii. 318. 

Goats' hair, coverings of, J. 

Gooimets, 11. 167. 

Graecns, Bishop of Mar- 
seilles, xlil. 

GiADimarianB, Ixii, cvu, 
CCTiii; Ljfi; ii. 139. 

Greek, stud; o( cxvii, cxviii. 

Gregory, St, ii. 9. 

Grenoble ifiratianopoli!), i. 
85; ii. ai8. 

Grigny, monks of (Griniti- 
cmses), ii.iiS' HS- 

Gundioc.KingoftheBmgnn- 

Gymnoiophists, ii. 141. 



- cat wheel-faihion, 



Hangings, idi ; i. 4 ; li 103, 

)5i-J. 
Harei, ii. 1^8. 

Hasdnilial, i 
Hawlfing, ex: i. 67 j ii. 18. 
Heating of buuKS, xcvi ; L 39. 
Hicyra, the, civiii ; ii. 14. 
HepUteuoli, MS, of, ii. 68. 
Hermaa^bios, priest of Cler- 

-Dllt,l. 



Hippocratet, ii. 106. 
Hippocrme, ii. 104. 
Hlppolytns, ii. loi. 
History, Sidonins refuses to 

— clerics and, ii. 40. 
Holy Land, ii. 170. 
Homer, ii. no. 
Honorius, prieM of Cler- 



Hortensins, i. 55; iL 9. 
Hounds, ii. 14S. 
Hans, ii. 156, 150. 
Hyma compoced by Claodia- 
Qus MameitDS, ii. 9, 319. 

Iberia, Iberian. Sec Spain, 

Spaniard. 
Impromptu of Sidonias, i. 31. 
India, ii. 141. 
Informers at Burguudian 

Court, xlii, xci 1 11. 55-8. 
Ink, fi-ozen, ii. 31a. 
Inns, civ; 11. 161. 
Inscriptions in church, civ ; 

1- H- , 
Intendant of Sapplies, tt* 

PraeJtctHi Attttonat, 
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Junes of Jerusalem, St, ii. 

79- 
Javols, people of \GabaJi- 

tant), It. Of, lo8, 338. 
Jerome, St, ii, 9, 78. 
Jerusalem, ri. 135. 
— Chnich of Holy Sepnl- 



J« 



1. »3J. 



. 70; li 



,169, 



Jngnrtba, ii. 1 64. 
Jur<an,St,xx;ii. 13,97. 
Jnni, Monasteries of l5^TOn- 

sia Menasdria), Ixxx ; i). 

47. a3S- 
Justus, St., ii. 70. 

— Church of, ii. 71, 138. 
Juvenal, quoted, il 154, 173, 

347. »5o. 

Kidnapping, ii. 84. 

LacUuitius, ii. a. 
Ladies, Gatlo-Roman, lii. 
\jkt at Avitkcnm, i. 41,43. 
L«mpildins, xlvi, id, cxxViL 

— murder of, ii. 159. 
L«nd, division ol, by bar- 

baiians, Ivi. 
Lands, Church, ii 90. 
Lingon {Alingo), ii, 166, 

Largess, Count of Impenal, 
i. 16; ii. 11^ 

— of Consul, it 146. 

Latin language, decay of. 



Le Uofete {AmfiatKlas), i. 

84 ; ii. 338. 
Lentulos, ii. 164. 
Leo, minister trf Euiic, xlv, 

Leontins, Bishop of Arlea, 

xlii. 
Lerins, (Lirinus), lx»fi, 

luiKl li. So, 135, 1701 

180, »39, 340. 
I.esbia, i. 56. 
Letter, canonical, ii. 88. 

— ■ dimissorial, ii. 1^4, igi. 
Letters, the pablication of, 

xlvii, iNiii, cliii. 

— armngement of, cliti. 
Levlles, im Deacons. 
Librariei, icvii; i. jo, jij 

Licinianus, Qoaestor, xxui, 

»li; i. 74- 
LimilaUont, Statute of, il. 

147, 346. 
Limoees {Ltmavicei), li. 108. 
Livia, fortieis of, xliv; ii. 

140, 345- 
Livy, cMLv; li. ao8, 351. 
Lucan, i. 39, 56; il. 131, 



ii. SS. 

'royes, ixuv, luvi, liilz. 

Luxury in Gaul, Izir, xdl, c. 

Lyons {Lagdunum), xi, xii, 

zxt; \.g, 31 ; ii. 59. 136. 

— Church of Patiens at, 1. 



Majoiian, Emperor, x 
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HunertM, Biihop of Vlenne, 

lU. 
— Clandianu, tu Clandui- 

M>n, helpleMnea of, il. 139. 
Muittin,!. 10; 11. 318. 
Muble, •nAaa^ Mndi o^ 1. 



L 11 ; 11. iig. 

— — utd rtndy, 1. ^6. 

of AmutUo*, il. 100. 

of ecdeuaitict, li. 130. 

Haracdllet {MaisiUa), 11. 98. 

— Coont of, il. 99. 
MaitUlls, jDTcndaB, cxxv; 

li. 3o8. 
MaitiD, St, Chnidi of, dli, 

dv; ii.j3, aji-3. 
MassageUe, ii. 166. 
Muumni, Biihop (?), sixiv ; 

11. 43. 

— Fdroiiiiu, Empaor, ivlii; 
i. 58. 

MMoc iMtduli), iL 167, 

Meliboeiu, 11. 157, 348. 
Memphis, iL 170. 
Hdundei, Epitrtpimta of, 

ciit; li. 34, 130, 331. 
Metaphon, me of, b; Sido- 

dIos, dxx, cixzL 
MeUR>(^e/aur(u),R., 1. 11. 
Helret, ii. 9, aoo, 101, 109, 

HIdas, ii. 58. 

Hllu (^itaSiniifuwv), ii 135, 

»4S- 
Milenan fables, il. lol. 
Mimes, 1. 6. 
Modabaritu, an Ariao Goth, 

ii. 106. 
Monaderies, li. 47, las- 



Monasde life, lixlx, lux, 
Izxzli, IxxiiiJ ; ii. l%a. 

— co*tiiiiie, dz, d ; ii. 18, 
'33. »30- 

Mone^-Iending, Ixxii ; IL 

43-5. 
Monks, li. 190. 

— famoDi (Panl, AutODT, 
HilarioD, Maovins), U. 



Mosei, 11. 81. 

Hoses, iL so, isS> 160. i7J. 

ao4, J47. 
Mtuic and mnsidaiu, c, cv ; 

1.6; ii.33. 
— sailed, sie ChnTches. 
AfyofaroHts, ea. 

Namatioi, ex. 

Narbonoe (_JVario Martins), 

iivi; il. 143. 
NaT7 ofEaric, ci; ii. 149. 
NqxM, JalloG, Emperor, 

mviil, Kxxii, xli 1 li. 69, 

ass- 
Nero, ii. s8. 

NewTc*Ument,qDoted,ii. 79. 
NicomadtDS, ii 140, 145. 
Nile, ii. 166. 

Nlmes (Ntnuiuau), i. 49. 
Nineveh, ii. 96. 
Niphates, ii. 303, 153. 
Nobles, ProTinaal, liv. It, 

career of, Ixx. Ixxi. 

under bartiaiic nile, 

IvU, llT. 

wealth o^ liri-lii. 

Atomu, office o( li. 61, 137. 
Nysa, i49; il. aij. 
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OfficlKls, minor, ii, 57, 336. 
OUroD, hares of {Olario- 

tumts\ CI ; ii. 148. 
Orange (AmuHe), 11 m. 
Oiston, emuient, dted, ii. 

Oratory, ecclesiaiitical, Ixxr, 

Ixxvi; ii. 115. 
— Kcnlar, il. 146. 
Oniers in the Chnrcb, iL 43, 



6; il. 



Organs, hydnnlic, i 

Oiigen, 1. £■ ; ii. 17S, 134. 
0rleuis(i4urv/^ifv)uu tirii%), 

sieg«or, ii. 17a, 150. 
Omamenti, barbaric, evil, 

oviii;ii.3s. 
Orphen», ii. S, 160. 
Ostia, i. aj. 
0>tr<^[Dths, ii. 156. 
Otbo, ii. ffi. 
Ovid, i. 56, 
Ojiten, ii. i$7, 149. 

Paeonina, xxji, xxiv ; L 17. 
Painting, d, cii. 

— CDcanslic, ii. 130, 144. 

— of the ftce (?), ii. 156. 



Parthian hunters, Ii. 190, 

aoj. 
Patlens, Blihop of Lyons, xl, 

Ixiii, cxit; 1. 79. 
- chnrch bnilt by, dii ; i. 



Paidinus, of Nola, St, ii. 9. 
— ■ rha«r, ii. IS9, »48. 
Panlus, Connl, xxxriL 



:iiL 
— church built by, il. 33, 

J31-3. 
FersecntitMi, Susanian, ii. 

Persian textiles, xcii; u. 

ao3- 
Persians, ii. 134, 156, 344. 
Petrarch, iiis crilicisms of 

Sidonins, cuxili ; ii. 



' Palindromes ', su Recnirenl 

Pan^yric on Avitns, iviii. 

AatbemiDg, xidx ; 1. 14. 

Majorlan, xxiii 

PapiaotUa. wife of Sidonins, 

liil, cilviil ; ii. 69. 
Papyrus (tharta), exu. 
Parasite, description of, 1. 

Siff. 
pMch]iient(«M>»JmKi>),cxii; 



PelTDE, zxi, xxii. 
Phatdv, the, i. 51. 
Phaethon, story of, i. 10 ; ii. 

siS. 
Phalaris, ii 5S. 
Phidiat, ii. 101. 
Philistio, i. 381 ii. 111. 
PliilosopherE, &mons, cited, 

— costume of, IL 11, 199. 



DyGoogle 



2tf4 



IndcA 



PhlltMopbr, cxviii i. 71. 

— penoniGed, iL 191. 
Fhotiaiftng, ji. ga, 141. 
PUgilniage to shme, iu 13, 

J 19, »30. 
Pilot-fUh, u, 65, 338. 
Pindai, ii. 301, 110. 
Piseina, i. 38 ; cf. Baptistery. 
Pladdina, wife ortbe younger 

ApolUnaju, xn, U. 
PlUo, i. £1 ; ii. ^. 
FlaloDiim, cxiii; i. 73; ii. 

II, 19J. 
PUntEO, I^rgofelinias of, i. 

as J ii tio. 
Pliny the Elder, ii. 7. 

— the Youngei, i. 5$ ; ii. 
158, 176, JH. 

— as gponniuui, ex. 

— his Inflneace on style of 
Sidonlns, ciix. 

— model of Sidonios, ii. 39. 

— villai of, jcy, Jtcri, ictIL 
Plotinus, i. 7a. 
PBlHtular, 1. 83 ; ii. »J8. 
Polyclitni, ii. 103. 
Polyphemus, ii. 131. 
FopuluiW-hnntere, ii. 76. 
Post-roods, cxv; ii. 117. 
Praefeeim Afmawt, m 1 i. 

15; ii. 310. 
Prefect of Rome, office of, 

ixii; ii. J13, 2t^. 
Priests (/»Yj*f tor), ii. 19, aj, 

83, 104, 108-9, "3. "4i 

"8, 177. »30, 343. 
Prisoners in chains, ii. 66. 
Piopertlns, i. 56. 
Prophets, the MS. o^ Ii. 

Prosper, Bishop of Orleans, 

Protasins, St., ii. 97, 141. 
Proteus, i. 85. 

Provinces, Seven, Council of, 
xriii,txx. 



Pialms, the, ii. 18. 
PndentilU, i. 56. 
PyrgopeUnicts, 1. 35. 
Pythagoras, ii. 8, 115, 343. 

Quaestor, oRce of, ii 137. 






ii. 153. Mr- 
Id, Queen e 



Recurrent versei, ii 163, 307, 
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' Semnas, 
1.97. 



Rel 

Religious practice, 

Uxix-Ixxx. 
RemigiDS (St. Remi), Bishop 

of Reims, Ixxk. 
Rest-houses {maasiana), civ ; 

1. 66 ; ii. 336. 
Rhetoric, and Rhetors, bdi, 

Ricimer, lii, ziiv, xixii, 

Riez(^n't'), ii. 94, 188. 
Rimini {Arimiimm), i. 11 ; 

ii 31S. 
Riothamus, xiriii, xxxvi. 

Roads, cxT. 

— insecnrily of, ii. 133, 179, 

3o6. See Post-roods. 
Rodes {Ruleni), ii. 39, loS. 
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RogtidoDB, xli; ii. 67, 95, 

Rome, TUilK of Sidonios to, 
i.9ff. 

— Arrandns at, i. 16 ff. 

— pTais« of, L 13, 14. 

— shopi OD Capitol at, i 



Roscia, daughter of Sidoain*, 



KoriciDi, aTtenrardg Bishop 
of Limoges, cixzii, czxxvi ; 
ii. 39, 68, 157. 

Eusticaiia, i. 56. 



M9- 
Salliut, infltieace of, on 

Sidooint, cilx. 

quoted, iL tSS, 350. 

Salt. EDinet of, ii. 199. 
SalTiau, OD the barbarians, 

Sasianian kings, ii. 156, 



SaturninuB, ii. 164. 

— St.,ti. Ji^, J53. 
Saxons, iciii, xciv; ii. 149, 

ISS1 M- 

— human aactilice, practised 
by, ii. ijo. 

School at Ameria, 1. 36. 
Schooli of Gaul, cxvi ; Ii. 

37' 
Scipio, death of, ii. 164. 
SduptUTe, di. 
Senate, President o^ i. 14. 



Senatoiial cliiSj the, l]m. 
Septimania, 1. 6^ ; ii. 136. 
Seronalu*, xxxviil ; 1, 34, 35 ; 

ii.6s, 110, )3i. 
Serranns (C. Adlins Kegnlus) , 

iL isa, H^. 
Seven FroTincea, Conadl of, 

xvili. XXX. 
Severiana, daughter (V) of 

Sidonins, xlv; i. 57. 
Severus, Emperor, xir. 
Sjvignj, Mme de, cixxix, 

Sheba, Queen of, ii. III. 

Shepherds (' TilyH % I. 41. 

Ships of Ernie, ex. 

— of Saxons, ex, Stt Mye- 



Sidoniui, C Sollins Apolli- 
Daris, names of, xi. 

— bmil; of, xiii, 

— his father. Prefect of Gaul, 
xii ; it. 146. 

— writes pan^yrJcwiATituB, 

— his statue erected at Rome, 
ii. »i3. 

— retunu to Gant, xi. 

— relations with Majorian, 

^themins, ixvii- 

— second visit to Rome, 

xxvii. 

— writes panegyric on Anthe- 
mins, xxviii. 

— Prefect of Rome, ixvili- 
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